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BAKU FROM  STEFAN ŻEROMSKI'S NOVEL PRZEDWIOŚNIE

Przedwiośnie  is perhaps qu ite  righ tly  considered  to be one of the 
g re a te s t m as terpieces of the Polish l ite ra tu re 1. A nd it is am azing tha t 
the first chap ters of this novel, the ac tion of w hich takes p lace  in d istan t 
A zerbaijan, a re  am ong those m ost suggestive ly  w ritten . A s it is know n 
Żerom ski n eve r visited the C aucasus. A ccord ing to  the  inform ation 
provided  by S tan isław  S trum ph-W ojtkiew icz  —  w ell acquain ted  w ith 
Baku's env iro nm e n t — the  m ost im portant info rm an ts for Żeromski 
w ere  supposed to be two ,,doc to rs ’ w ives" from  Baku, w ho re tu rne d  to 
Poland la ter  on, nam ely M rs. C zerniecka and M rs. P rzedbo rska2. It is 
difficult to a sc erta in  w hethe r this w as rea l ly  so. W hile conducting my 
investiga tions on the Poles living in Baku a t the  beginning  of 20th ce n -
tury , I did not m anage to find the nam e of docto r Przedborski. O n the  
o ther hand, as re gard s the  o ther nam e, it appeared  th a t  a t  tha t tim e 
(1915) th ere  lived in Baku S tanisław  A leksandrow icz  C zarniecki or 
C zarnecki, who w as not a doctor but an apo thecary . Thus, it is possible 
tha t the ap o the cary 's w ife on re tu rn  to Poland as a w idow  p re tended  
to be a docto r's wife. This does not have any  influence  on the  sign ifi-
cance  of her inform ation for Żeromski, w ho in a w ay w an ted  to assim i-
late any  inform ation about the ev en ts  tha t occu rred  in this tow n du ring  
the F irst W orld  W ar.

1 R. M d t u s z  i- w s k i ,  O d  H o m e r a  do  G om b r o w ic z a ,  „P o lityk a "  1978, N o . 13,
p. 8.

2 A s S. S t r u m p h - W o j t k i e w i c z ,  w h o  had  sp e n t h is y ou th  in Baku, w ro te  
(O w ł a s n y c h  si lach .  K ar tk i  г  p r y w a t n e g o  a r c h i w u m ,  W a rsz aw a  1967, p. 89— 90) 
Ż erom sk i lu d  o b ta in ed  h is in for m ation  ab out B aku s o c ie ty  „Irom  tw o  P o lis h  m a-  
Iroits, w h o  l iv e d  in B aku for a lon g  tim e. T h es e  lad ies  w e re  a d octor's w ife  —  
M rs. P rzed b orsk a  [...] an d an oth er  d octor's w ife  M rs. C zarn ock a  or  C zarn ieck a .  
Bath tlv sc  lad ies  w er e  v is it in g  th e  Ż erom sk i fa m ily  ait K o n stan cin . S itt in g  lo n g  
h ours ou  th i‘ ve ran d a h  th e y  w ou ld  b e te l lin g  him  w ith  a grea t ze a l ab o u t th e  
l if e  ol the  P o lis h  c o lo n y  in B aku".



A w ell-know n h isto rian  of lite ra tu re  and  at the  sam e time a lite rary  
man —  W acław  K ubacki, w hile describing  a lre ady  a t the tim e of the 
People's Poland his so jou rn  in Baku po inted  a t a rtif ic ia lity  of Żerom -
sk i^  info rm ation about this tow n (,,he did not know  the  cap ita l of 
A zerbaijan, and th a t  is w hy his descrip tion  of the  tow n  does no t have 
cha rac teristic s of a u th en tic ity " )3. In fact, the m agnificen t novelist a vo i-
ded giving m ore d e ta i le i  descrip tions of Baku m aking only ve ry  ge ne -
ra l m entions e.g. that C eza ry  B aryka „w as ru sh ing  from p lace  to place  
[...] on the ru ins  of G veb riyan  tem p les"4, and  there  had  never been too 
m any such  tem ples in Baku. M oreover, also o ther m inor details con cer-
ning tha t to w n ' w ere  not a lw ays p rec ise ly  described  but for us more 
im portant is the problem  of com plex nationality , social and political 
re la tions in Baku, w hich w ere  m entioned by Żerom ski in Przedwiośnie.

The ac tion  of Przedwiośnie  takes place in Baku a t the beginning  of 
20th ce ntury , and m ore specifica lly  in 1917 and  1918. A zerbaijan  had 
been w itnessing very  significant economic and social changes since  the 
seven ties  of 19th ce ntu ry . In A zerbaijan  villages, m ore or less the  area  
of the then Baku and Je lizaw ietpo l G ubern iyas (Je lizaw ietpol, form er 
G yandija , today  K irovabad), m ajo r tran sform ations in  the ag ra rian  
s truc tu re  w e re  taking place, feudal re la tions  w ere  disappearing , and 
new  re la tions resem bling, to a grow ing ex tent, cap ita lis t re la tions w ere  
becoming incre asing ly  m ore com n on®. P rev iously used ag ric u ltu ra l

3 W . K u b a c k i ,  M a l w y  na  K a u k a z i e ,  W ar sz aw a  1Э59, p. 81.
4 S,  Ż e r o m s k i ,  P r z e d w io ś n i e ,  ch ap . 1, W a rszaw a 1967.
5 N. M. F i l i p p o v ,  O p is a n i e  B aku i e g o  b u c h ty ,  „M ors k ij S born ik"  1856, 

v o l . 24, p. 1 4 6 -1 6 4 ;  V. M. S y s o  j o  v,  K r a lk i j  p u t e v o d i l e J  p o  d r e v n o s t j a m  g o ro da
B aku i e g o  r a jo n ov ,  Baku 1925, p. 5— 10; J. P. S ć a b 1 у  к i  n, K r a t  k i j  o c e r k  isto r i i  
d v o r c a  i i r v a n è a c h o v  v  B aku,  B aku 1939, p. 7 -43; S. B. A  £ u r b e j 1 i, O c e r k  isto ri i
' • r e d n e v e k o v o g o  B aku  IV II—  n a ca lo  X I X  v v j ,  B aku 1964, p. 70—-344.

8 V. K. A  s t u n  i, К v op r o s u  о pu t  ja ch  r a z v i t i j a  k ap i ta l i z m a  w  s e ls k om  ch o-  
z j a j s t v e  v  Z a k a v k a z e ,  „ Iz v es ti ja  A k a d e m ii N a u k  A rm jan :k o j SSR" 1947, S erija  
o b ś ć e s lv e n n y c h  n auk , N o . 5, p. 3— 26; A. S. S u m b d ' t - z a d e ,  К v o p r os u  о cna-  
r a k t e r e  t o v a r n o g o  p r o i z v e d e n i l à  v  % ehkom c h o z j a j s t v e  A z e r b a j d S a n a  v o  v t o r o j  p o-  
lo v i n e  X I X  v e k a ,  „ Iz vest ija  A k ad e m ii N a u k  A ze-rbajdäan sk oj SSR" 1954, N o . 3. 
p. 117— 130; G. P. A  g  a j л n, K r e s t  j an s k a ja  re for m a  v  A z e r b a j d i a n e  v  /87 0 god u ,  
B aku 1956; p. 97- -383, A. S. S u m b a t - z a d c ,  E ks p l oa ta c i ia  t o r g o v o - r o s t o v s c i -  
ć e s k im  k a p i i a l o m  t r u d o v e g o  k r e s t j a n s t v a  A z e r b a j d z a n a  v o  v to r o j  p o l o v i n e  X I X  v e ka .  
„ U ć en y e  za p isk i A zerb ajd źan sik ógo  U m v ersiteta "  1957, N o. 2, p. 124— 130; A. S. S u m -  
b a t - z a d e ,  R ost  t o r g o v o g o  a e m l e d e l i j a  v  A z e r b a j d i a n e  v o  v t o r o j  p o l o v i n e  X IX  
v e k a ,  „V o p ro sy  Istorii"  1958, N o. 4, p. 114— 126; M. A. I s m a i l o v ,  О r e l or m ac h  
z c m e l n o j  s o b stv e n n o s ti  i z e m l e p o l z o v a n i j u  v  A z e r b a j d i a n e  v  k o ń c e  X I X —  n aća le
X X  w .,  „T ru dy  In s ti tu te  Istorii A k ad e m ii N a u k  A ze r b ajd żan sk o j SSR" 1958, N o. 13, 
p. 139- 200; V . D. M o è a l o v ,  K r e s t ja n s k o e  c h o z j a j s t v o  v  Z a k a v k a z e  u k o n c a  
X I X  v. ,  M o s k v a  1958, p. 81— 121; M. A. I s m a i l o v ,  P r i m e n en ij a  n a je m n og o



tools w ere  d isappearing7 rep laced  by new  ones. It w as accom pan ied by 
changes in the e n tire  social and po litica l s truc tu re  of the c ou n try8.

Baku was a big industria l ce ntre. A part from its oil industries 
(e xtraction and processing), o ther industries w e re  developing th ere  as 
w ell such as textile , eng ineering , food-processing, e tc .9 The num ber of 
w orke rs em ployed in this tow n w as a lso increasing. For their most 
part, they w e re  A zerbaijan s, m oun ta ineers from  the N orthern  C a uc a-
sus and D agestan, A rm enians, G eorg ians, as  w ell as R ussians, U kra i-
nians, and som etim es even  Poles. R evo lu tionary  slogans w ere  sp re a -
ding am ong this m ulti-na tional p role taria t. V ery strong re vo lu tionary  
p ropaganda w as conducted in Baku a lre ad y  in the y ea rs  1905— 1907, 
and p ro tes ts of the p ro le ta ria t of Baku w ere  also tak ing place . A fter

t r u d a  v o  v l a d e l l e s k i r k  c h o z j a j ' t v a c h  A z e r b a j d ź a n a  v  k o n c e  X lX -n a c a l e  X X  v . ,  „ Izv e-  
stijri A k a d em ii N uu k  A zorb ajd źan sk o j SSR " 1959, Srrijii ob sC e stvon n yc h  n ank , N o . 2,  
p. 53— 64; M. A. I s m a i l o v , N a j e m n y  j  t r u d  v  s e l s k o m  c h o z j a j s l v e  A z e r b a j d ź a n a
v  k o n c e  X l X - n a ć a l e  X X  v . ,  „ lsto r ija  SSSR" 1960, N o  4, p. 138— 142; V . D. M o-  
f  a 1 о v , S e is k a ja  o bs é in a  v  Z a k a v k a z e  v  p o r e l o r m e n n y j  p er io d ,  „ Is to r ić esk ie  Z a-
piski" 1960, N o . 67, p. 145— 186; M. A . I s m a i l o v ,  K a p i ta l i z m  v s e l s k o m  ch o-  
z j a j s t v e  A z e r b a j d ź a n a  ла i s c h od e  X lX -n a c a l e  X X  v„  B ak u 1964; L. G. A l i e v a ,
O p r im en e n ii  ź e n s k o g o  i d i e l s k o g o  tru da  v  s e l s k o m  c h o z j a j s t v e  A z e r b a j d é a n a  v o  
v t o r o j  p o l o v i n e  X I X  v e k a ,  „ Iz v est ija  A k ad e m ii N au k  A zorb ajd źan sk o j SSR" 1965, 
S erija  o b s cu s tv c n n y c h  nau k, N o . 4, p. 44— 53.

7 G. D. D z a v a d o v ,  O n a r o d n v c h  s p o s o b a c h  o b r a b o t k i  p o c v y  v  s e v e r o -  
v o s to c n y c l i  r a.jonach  d o r e v o lu c io n n o g o  A z e r b a jd ź a n a ,  [in:] M a t e r i a ł y  p e r v o j  n a u ë n o j  
k o n l e r e n c i i  a s p i r a n t o v  In s t i lu la  ls to r i i  A k a d e m i i  N a u k  A z e r b a j d î a n s k o j  SSR,  B aku  
1965; G. D. D z a v d d o v ,  N e k o t o r y e  z e m le d e l ć e s k i e  o ru d i ja  s e v e r o - v o s l o c n o g o  
A z e r b a j d ź a n a ,  „ lz v os ti ja  A k ad em ii N au k  A zorb ajd źan sk o j SSR" 1966, S erija  istor ii,  
tilo zo f i' i p rava , N o . 2; G. D. D ż a v a d o v ,  N e k o t o r y e  l i t e r a t u r n y e  m a te r ia ł y
o p a c h o tn y c h  o ru d i j ac h  A z e r b a j d ź a n a  v  X I X  v . ,  [in:] A z e r b a jd ź a n s k i j  e ln og r a h -  
c e s k i j  s b or n ik ,  N o . 2, Baku 1967,- G. D. D z a v a d o v ,  Z e m l e d e l ć e s k i e  or u d i j a  
A z e r b a j d ź a n a  v  X l X - n a è a le  X X  w .  (E t n o gr a f ić es k ie  is s l e d o v a n i j a  po  m at e r ia ło m  
b e v e r o - v o s t o c n y c h  r a j on o v ) ,  Baku 1967, p. 3— 26.

8 A. S. M  i 1 m  J n, P o li t ić e s k i j  s t r ó j  A z e r b a j d ź a n a  v  X lX -n a ć a l e  X X  v e k o v ,
B.iku 1968.

9 A. S. S i i m b a t - z a d e ,  S o l k o l k a c k i e  z a v e d e n i ja  A z e r b a j d ź a n a  v  X IX  v e k e ,  
„I zv os li ja  A k ad em ii N au k  A zorb a jd źan sk oj  SSR" 1958, S erija  o b lć e s tv e n n y c h  nau k.  
N o. 6, p. 17 25; G. G. T e  r - O v  a n e s  o v, N e k o t o r y e  o s ob e n n o s t i  r a z v i t i j a  r y b -
a o j  p r o m y ś ie n n o s l i  A z e r b a j d ź a n a  v  X I X  i n ac a le  X X  v e k a ,  „T rud y  In sti tu t a E ko-
n om ii A k ad em ii N a u k  A zorb ajd źan sk o j SSR" 1958, N o . 4, p. 87— 129; G. L. J o f e,
ź o l k o v o d s ! v o  i p e r e r o b k a  s o lk a  v  Z a k a v k a z e  к  90-m g o d a m  X I X  v e k a ,  „T aś k en tsk ij
Ii k s tiln y j  In stitu t. S b orn ik  N au cn y c h  Rabot" 1964, N o . 16, p. 165— 180; M. D. I b r a -
g i m o v ,  К v op r o s u  о v l i ja n i  p e r v o j  m i r o v o j  v o j n y  na n e l t ja n n o e  p r o i z v o d s t v o  
b a k i n s k o g o  r a jo n a  (1914 1917 g od y) , „ A ze r b ajd ża a sk ij  U n ive rs itet . U c ë n y e  Z dp iski"  
1968, S erija  i: tor ii i l i lo z o l i i,  N o . 1, p. 62 -69; L. M. A l i e v a ,  R a b o ć e - t e k s t i l ś ć ik i  
Baku  v  n ac a le  X X  v ., B aku 1969, p. 15-^35.



a sho rt period  of calm , the class struggle  w as intensified again  betw een  
1910 and  191410. The hard tim es of the F irst W orld  W ar w ere  to follow 11.

The ev en ts  of P io trog rad  in 1970 echoed  strong ly  in Baku. The new s 
abou t the F eb ruary  R evo lu tion and abolition of tsarism  w e re  w elcom ed 
w ith a com mon joy in Baku. Spon taneous dem onstra tions w ere  o rga n i-
zed in the s tre e ts  of Baku and on prem ises of d ifferen t industria l p lants 
in the first days of M arch.

A t the beginning, the  pow er in the C aucasus w as assum ed by  com -
m ittees com posed for the ir m ost pa rt of m oderate  groups, the  so-called 
cadets, socia l revo lu tionaries, M enshevik s and rep rese n ta tive s  of the  
G eorgian , A rm enian and A zerbaijan  bourgeoisie . S im ultaneously, ho -
w ever, in m any tow ns of the T ranscaucasus, and especia lly  in Baku, 
B olsheviks in tensified the ir  ac tivity .

The new s abou t the  O c tober ev en ts  in P io trograd  found the ir  re p e r-
cussions in Baku. O n 27th O ctober (9th N ovem ber) 1917, an en larged  
council of w orkers ' rep re se n ta tive s, w ith  pa rtic ipa tion  of about four

10 Z. I. A. I b r a g i m o v ,  R e v o l ju c i j a  1905— 1907 gg.  v  A z e r b a j d ź a n e ,  Baku 
19.54, p. 188— 264; A. A. A b d u r r a c h m a n o v ,  P e r v y j  b a k in s k i j  s o v e t  r ab oć ic h  
d e p u l a t o v  11 905—1906 gg.) , „T ru dy  Instiituta Istorii P artii pri CK KP A zerb ajd źan a"
1955, N o . 12, p. 122— 147; N. K. S a г к i s о v, R a b o ć y e  d v i i e n i e  v  Baku  v  p e r io d  
o b ś ć e r o s s i j s k o j  o k t j a b r s k o j  p o l i t i ć e s k o j  f t a c k i  1905 д.,  „U ć en yo  Z ap is k i A zerb aj-  
d ia n s k o g o  G o su d ar stve n n o g o  U n iver sitc ta "  1955, N o . 10, p. 35— 43; I. V . S t r i g u -
II о v, l z  is to r i i  l o r m i r o v a n ij a  b a k i n s k o g o  p r o le t ar ia ta  170— 90 g o d y  X I X  v.),  B aku
1960, p. 77— 271; G. S. K a s i m o v ,  B or ha b a k i n s k i c h  r a bo ć ic h  p o d  r u k o v o d s t v o m  
h ol S e v i ts k o j  o rg an iz a ci i  za  k o l ' e k t i v n y j  d o g o v o r  i e g o  o s u S c e s l v le n i j e  (1904— 1907 gg.),  
B ak u 1961, p. 7— 30; 1. V . S t r i g u n o v ,  Za r a bo t n a j a  p la ta  b a k i n s k i c h  r ab oć ic h  
v  k o n c e  X I X  v . ,  „T rud y In st itu te  Istorii A k ad em ii N au k  A z orb a jd źa n sk o j SSR" 1961, 
N o. 15, p. 60— 121; N . A . S a с h r i m a n o v a ,  V s e o b s é a j a  z a b a s t o v k a  m o r ja k o v  
K a s p i j s k o g o  t o r g o v o g o  t lo ta  1907 д.,  „ Iz vo slija  A k ad em ii N a u k  A zor b ajd źa n sk oj  
SSR" 1961, N o . 12, p. 3— 17,- N . K. S a r k i s o v ,  B orba  b a k i n s k o g o  p ro le t ar ia ta  
v p e r i o d  p e r v o j  r u s s k o j  r e vo l ju c i i ,  B aku 1965, p. 45— 184; I. M. G a s a n o v , C a-  
r iz m  d u s i t i e l  k r e s t j a n s k o g o  d v i i e n i j a ,  „ Iz v e sti ja  A k a d e m ii N au k  A zerb ajd żan sk o j  
SSR" 1968, Sorija  is tor i i, fi lo z o f ii  i p rava , N o . 1, p. 23— 29; B. J. S t e 1 n i k, Ba- 
k in s k i j  p r o le tar i a t  v  g o d y  r e a k c u  (1907— 1910), Baku 1969, p. 98— 189; M. I. P a- 
s a e v ,  R é v o lu e jo n n o e  d v i z e n ie  i e l e z n o d o r o ź n y c h  r ab oć ic h  A z e r b a j d ź a n a  v  1905 —• 

— 1907 gg. ,  B aku 1970, p. 7— 23.
11 G. D a 11 а к j a n, Iz is to r i i  k l a s s o w o j  b o r b y  b a k i n s k o g o  p r o l e tar ia ta ,  „ lz v e -  

st i ja  A k a d em ii N a u k  A rm jan sk o j SSR" 1956, O b s ë e stv e n n y jo  n a u k i, N o . 6, p. 3— 16;  
N . A. S а с h r a m a n о v  a, V li j a n i e  p e r v o j  m i r o v o j  v o j n y  na e k o n o m i k y  A z e r b a j d i a -  
na ,  „A zer b ajd żan sk ij U n iv er s itet . U ć e n y o  Z ap isk i"  1964, N o . 7, p. 37—46; Dż. Ch. 
G u  s o i n o  v, P o ł oż e n ie  i k l a s s o v a j a  bo r ba  k r e s t ja n  A z e r b a j d ź a n a  v  p e r i o d  p e r v o )  
m i r o v o j  v o j n y ,  B aku 1967, p. 7— 27; S. I. В a s i 1 a j a, Za k a v k a z e  v  g o d y  p e r v o i  
m i r o v o j  v o j n y ,  S u ch u m i 1968, p. 88 -344; G. S. A  1 i j a s  о  v , l n i e r n a c i o n a l n y j  s o - 
s t a v  i e d i n s l v o  p r o l e ta r ia t a  A z e r b a j d ź a n a  (k an u n  i p e r io d  I m i r o v o j  v o j n y ) ,  „ U c en yo  
Z ap isk i A zor b a jd ża n sk og o  U n ive rsiteta "  1973, S erija  istor iC esk ich  i lilo so fiC e sk ich  
n au k , N o . 6, p. 105— 114.



hund red  persons, m et there . R ep resen ta tives  of m odera te  socialist 
g roups or even  of pe tty  bou rgeo isie  sitting  on this council a ttem pted  
to stop B olsheviks from seiz ing the  pow er. D espite this, under a strong  
p re ssu re  of w ork ing m asses and  so ld iers from  a local ga rrison  suppo r-
ting the  revo lu tion , the  council es tab lished  the  Sov ie t a u th o ri tie s  in 
Baku on 31st O ctober (13th N ovem ber)12.

Baku w as a tow n, in w h ich th ree  popu la tion  g roups p re dom inated : 
A zerbaijan s (the so -ca lled T ra n sc auc as ia n  T arta rs, called  T a rta rs  in 
Przedwiośnie),  A rm enians and  R ussians. Fo r a long tim e, th ere  had 
ex is ted  a con flict be tw een  the  M oslem  A z erbaija n  popula tion  and the  
C hristian  A rm en ian  popula tion . T hese  antagonism s w e re  additionally  
excited  by the  tsa ris t gendarm erie , and  still in the  y e a rs  1905— 1907 
they  had been causing m u tual conflicts assum ing a form  of t ru e  pog -
rom s a t times. In 1907 and e a rly  1908, these  m utual A zerbaijan -A rm e- 
n ian  antagon ism s continued to occur w ith  an  intensified force. I t w as 
a t th a t time th a t pogrom s w ould occu r in w hich m any persons on 
both sides lost the ir lives.

Ż erom ski's inform an ts gave  him qu ite  a good  insigh t in to the  a tm os-
phere  p revailing  in Baku a t tha t moment. It is w orth  quoting  he re  the  
w ords of a la te r w riter  S tan isław  S trum ph-W ojtk iew icz , w ho w as com -
p le ting  his g ra m m ar school in Baku then. M any ye a rs  la ter, h e  re co lle c-
ted the  hopes se t ,,by the  Polish you th  on the R ussian re v o lu t io n "1*. 
This can  be re ferred , anyw ay , to  a p redom inan t p a rt of young  people 
living in tha t region . In fact, the ro le  of young  peop le  in the  re v o lu -
tionary  e ven ts  in the  T ra nscauc asus  in 1917 and 1918 w as w ery  b ig14.

Short inform ation c an  be also found in Przedw iośn ie  abou t m u tual 
conflicts be tw een  A zerbaijan s and A rm en ians tak ing  p lace  in those  
months. A nyw ay , it is v e ry  difficult to  find o u t w he th e r Żerom sk i 
w ro te  about those eve n ts  in a  tru thful w ay  or w he the r he  tended  to 
m agnify them. O n the  o ther hand, he m ade a c e rta in  seem ingly sm all 
m istake, hardily no ticeab le  for th e  m odern P olish re ader, w h ich  caused , 
how ever, tha t the  Soviet public opinion ac cep ted  w ith  a big dose  of 
d isgust the description  of the e ve n ts in Baku as p rese n te d  by  the 
Polish novelist. T he po int is tha t Żerom ski claim s th a t Shaum ian w as

»* S. B i e l e n k i j ,  A . M  a v  i e 1 о v , R e v o l j u v i j a  1917 g o d a  v  A z e r b a j d i a n e ,  
B aku 1927, p. 9— 243; S. E f e n d i e v a , S e n tj a b r s k i e  z a b a s t o v k i  b a k in s k o g o  p r o l e -
ta ri a la  v  1917 go du ,  „T rud y A z er b ajd źa n s k og o  G o su d a rs tve n n og o  P e d a g o g ić e s k o g o  
In stitu td  im. V. I. L enin a" 1953, N o . 6, p. 137— 138; N . N . K o l e s n i k o v a ,  Iz  
i s to r i i  b o r b y  z a  s o v e t s k u j u  v l as t  v  B aku,  B aku 1954, p. 5— 117.

13 S t r u m p h - W o j t k i e w i c z ,  op.  ci t. , p. 86.
14 G. A  v  e  t i s j a n, O k t j a b r s k a j a  r e v o l j u c i j a  i m o l o d e i '  Z a k a v k a z j a ,  „K om m u -

n ist" , 22 X  1967, p. 3.



a leading  re p re sen ta tive  of the A rm enian  nationalis ts, w ho w as sup -
posed to be collabora ting  w ith  the B ritish in terv en ers  in B aku,r .

In this place, it is ne ce ssary  to m ention, a t least, briefly  about 
S tiepan Shaum ian 's a c tiv i tie s16. H e w as undeoub ted ly  one of the g re a t-
est heroes of the revo lu tiona ry  m ovem ent in the C aucasus. An A rm e-
n ian  by birth , he w as far from  any nationalistic  p re judices. Both in 
Baku and in o ther T ran sca uca sia n  regions, he fought w ith all his e n e r -
gy for the p ro le ta ria t's  rights. B etrayed by c oun ter-re vo lu tion is ts and 
handed  over to the British in terven tion is t troops toge ther w ith a group  
of the  so-ca lled Baku com m issars including A zerbaijans, O rm ians, R us-
sian s and  o thers he w as m urdered  by  them  in T urkm enia , w he re  they  
had been rem oved. The m em ory of heroic  deeds of Shaum ian as 
a com m issar continues to  be ve ry  v iv id  in  the  e n tire  T ranscaucasus. 
Severa l tow ns have  been  ca lled  after this firs t nam e or su rna m e (e.g. 
the  cap ita l of the so-called U pper-K arabahskiy  autonom ous reg ion  in 
A zerbaijan  — S tie pana kert ca rries  his first name). A lm ost in e ve ry  
tow n of the  T ranscaucasus, one can  find a s tre e t  or a square  nam ed 
after him, and m onum ents of Shaum ian hav e  been erecte d  in num e-
rous tow ns belonging to that region. His m em ory is su rrounded  w ith  
a rem arkab le  re ve ren ce  and respect.

15 „In M arch 1918, o n e  part of th e  in h ab itan ts i.e. A rm en ian s le d  b y  S h au m ian tz  
m an age d  to  c o n v in c e  th e com m an d er of th e  E n glish  troops that h e  sh ou ld  loc a te  
h is ar til lery , in fan try  an d c a va lr y  in th e  ce n tr e  of a stra tc h ed  ou t s e tt le m e n t  of  
B aku [...] O n  th e  stre n g th  of a tr ea ty  c o n clu d e d  b y  the  com m an d er S h au m ia n tz  
w ith  th e  E n g lish, th e  tow n  o f B:iku was- to ra is e  s om e th in g  l ik e  troop s or le v y  
in m ass". S ee: Ż e r o m s k i ,  op. ci t .,  chap. 6.

16 A. K a r i n j a n ,  S a u m ja n  i n a c i o n a l is t ic e s k ie  l ec e n i e  na K a v k a z e ,  B ik u  1928, 
p. 7— 41; G. G u s e i n o v ,  Ob o d n o j  l i l o s o l s k o j  r a b o t i e  S te p a n a  S a u m jan a , ,,Do-  
k la d y  A k a d e m ii N a u k  A zerb ajd ża n sk oj  SSR" 1948, N o . 1, p. 32— 34; A . L. D  y  in -
s i  с, S. G. S a u m j an  о l i te r a t u r e ,  „ U ć en y e  Z ap isk i L e n in gra d s k og o  G osu d ar stvc n n o -  
go  P ed a g o g ić e s k o g o  In s titu te  im . A . I. G er cen a’' 1955, N d . 107, p. 361— 369; Ch. A. 
B a r  s e g  j a n ,  S te pa n  S au m ja n . O é e r k  i u r n a l i s t s k o -p u b l i c i s t i ë e s k o j  d e ja ' e ln o s t i ,  
E revan  1955, p. 48— 204; G. S. A  g a d z  a n j a n, N c k o t o r y e  p r o b l e m y  teo r i i  i s to r i -  
c e s k o g o  m a le r i a l iz m a  v  t ru dac h  S t ep an a  San m iana ,  „ U ć en ye  Z ap is k i E revan stcogo  
R tis sk og o  P ed a g o g iće a k o go  I n s t i tu a  im. A., A . Z d a n ov a” 1958, N o . 6, p. 65- -97; 
G. S. А  к о n j a n, P e r e p is ka  V. I, L enina  i S. G. S au m j an a  p o  n a c ion a l n om  vo -  
p rosu , „ V op ros y  Istorii" 1956, N o . 8, p. 3 — 14; Ja . I. С h a ć  i к j a n, B or ba  S. G. 
S a u m jan a  za  m a r k s i s t o s k o - l e n i n s k o j e  p p n i m a n e  rol i  n ar o d n yc h  m as s  v  is to r i i ,  E revan
1956, p. 33— 141; S. T. К a l  t a c  h ê j  a n ,  B j r b a  S. G. S au m j an a  za  t eo r i j u  i t a k t i ku  
le n in iz m a ,  M osk v a  1956, p. 9 9 --2 0 3 ; G. S. A  g a n d i  a n  j a n, V o ' i t o v f  m a r k s n t o -  
- l e n in s k o j  t eo r i i  v  t r u da c h  S t ep a n a  S au m jan a ,  E revan  1958, p. 57— 214; A. V o s -  
k o r ć j a n ,  S te p an  S au m j an  i v o p r o s y  l i t e r a t u r y ,  M o s k v a  1959, p. 4 5 --2 0 7 ; Ch. A. 
B a r s e g j a n ,  S t e pa n  S a u m ja n . O ć e r k  t i r n a l i s l s k o - p u b l i c i s t i ć e s k j j  d e j a t e l n o s 1 i, 
z v e s t n y e  r a o o t y  S. G. S au m j an a , „ Iz v estija  A k ad em ii N a u k  A rm jan sk o j SSR" '962  
S erija  ob śćf',stven n ych  n.iuk , N o . 10, p, 51— 60,



It can be supposed tha t Ż erom sk i had no in ten tion  to  p rese n t the 
person  of Shaum ian in a fa lse w ay. H e sim ply re lied on no t too p re -
cise  re la tion s of his in form ants, w ho had m istaken Shaum ian w ith  some 
o ther lea der of A rm en ian  nationalists, an d  w itho u t ve rify in g  the ir  r e lia -
bility , w'hich he could hav e  done w itho u t  any  b igger effo rt in W a rsaw  
lib rarie s in those  yea rs, the  Polish w rite r  inc luded  into his novel such 
info rm ation irrita t ing  the T ran sc auc asian  pub lic opinion. As a result, 
th is book w hich m ight ha ve  aroused  m ost c erta in ly  the  in te re s t of So-
v ie t readers , a nd  especia lly  those  from  the  T ranscauc asus , after  its 
short-term  succ esses17 has rem a ined  alm ost com pletely  unknow n  for 
them. M eanw hile , th ere  is a  ce rta in  p iqua n t detail, w h ich  could be 
m en tioned  here . It appea rs  tha t some A zerbaijan  nationalis ts, v e ry  
hostile  tow ards all A rm enians, re co llec t w ith  fond m em ories S tefan 
Ż erom ski — a  Polish au tho r v ery  little  know n  to them , w ho acco rd ing  
to them  „p rope rly " e v a lua ted  Shaum ian.

Żerom ski w ro te  w ith  his g re a tes t passion  these  fragm en ts of Przed-
w iośn ie  w h ich  concern  g rue som e m assa cres  com m itted by  the  T u rk ish  
troops in Baku w ithin the las t few  w eeks of the  F irst W orld  W ar. As 
it is know n still in au tum n  1914 under a strong  p re ssu re  of the G e r-
m an diplom atic serv ice , T u rk ey  com m enced w ar opera tions again st 
Russia. A lre ady  on 29th and 30th of O ctober, the  G erm an w a rsh ip s on 
the  Black Sea, assisted  by the  T u rkish  navy , sta rte d  shelling Russian 
po rts on the Black Sea. A day  la ter, sub stan tia l T u rk ish  forces, com -
posed of the  bes t arm ed and tra ine d  divisions, cro ssed  the R ussian 
bo rders and e n te re d  G eo rg ia  and A rm enia . A t th e  sam e tim e, T u rk ish  
sec re t agen ts began  their  d ivers ionary  ac tiv ities  on are a s  inhab ited  by 
M uslim  popu la tion , including A zerbaijan . C hairi Efendi, a d ign itary  
of the M uslim  c lergy  in T u rkey, p rocla im ed  a „holy w a r” of Islam  
again s t „infidels" on 11th N ovem ber 1914. And, sim ultaneous ly , the  
chief com m ander of the T u rk ish  troops on the  C aucasian  fron t Enver 
pasha  in  his p roclam ation  to soldiers prom ised  them  huge troph ies  in 
the C aucasus and  enc ou rage d  them  ra th e r explic itly  to rob beries  and 
vio la tions on C hris tian  popu la tio n18.

17 In itia l s u c c e s s e s  of P r z e d w io ś n i e  in th e  S o v iet  U n ion  w er e  trem en d ou s  
(W . B r o n i e w s k i ,  C o m y ś lą  b o l s z e w i c y  o l i te r a tu r z e  p o l s k ie j? ,  „ W ia d om o śc i  
L iterack ie"  1925, N o . 39, p. 2). H o w e ve r , in la ter  y e a r s  th e  S o v iet  p u b lic  o p in io n  
b e gan  to ass u m e an  in c re a s in g ly  m ore cr it ica l a ttitu d e to th is b oo k  (E. Z. С y -  
b e n k o ,  T v o r c e s t v o  Z e r o m s k o g o  v  R os si i  i S o v e t s k o m  S o j u z e ,  [in:] l z  is to r i i  p o l s k o -  
- r u ss k ic h  l i te r a tu r n y c h  s v j a z e j  X I X — X X  v „  M o s k v a  1978, p. 213— 236; E  Z. С y -  
b e n k o , P o ls ka ja  l i l ie ra tu r a  r u b i e i a  X I X  i X X  v e k o v  v  R os si i ,  [in:] R u s s k a ja  i p o l -
s k a j a  l i 'er a tu r a  k o n c a  X lX -n a c a l a  X X  v e k a ,  M o sk va  1981, p. 237— 263).

18 E. K. S a r k i s j a n ,  E k s p a n s i o n is t s ka j a  p o l i t i k a  o s m a n s k o j  i m pe r i i  v  Z a k a v -  
k a z e  na k an u n e  i v  g o d y  p e r v o j  m i r o v o j  v o j n y ,  E revan  1962, p. 124— 459.



The first w eeks of fighting seem ed to be augering  sign ificant suc-
cesses for the  O ttom an arm y, w hich took ov er control. The T urks 
a ttac ked  not only in G eorg ia  and A rm enia , bu t the y  also v io la ted  
ne u tra lity  of Iran  and m oved into this coun try  in o rder to ge t into 
A zerbaijan  and ca p tu re  such  an  im portan t econom ic  and strateg ic  
ce n tre  as Baku. H ow ever, ex trem ely  tough  battles  fought on the  Rus- 
sian -T u rk ish  front from  the  beginn ing  of D ecem ber 1914 till ea rly  
Ja n u a ry  1915 caused  tha t the  T u rk ish  offensive w as checked and the 
in itia tiv e  passe d  to the R ussian troops. The O ttom an troops w ere 
pushed out of Iran, and  in the T u rk ish  A rm enia , the  R ussian forces 
ca p tu red  a num ber of v ery  im portant s tra tegic  points.

D isin tegration of the R ussian arm y on the  C aucasian  front, w hich 
took p lac e  in the  late  1917 and  ea rly  1918, a llow ed the  T urks to  assum e 
in itia tive  again. In G eorgia, the  T u rk ish  troops ca p tu re d  Batum and 
seve ra l o ther regions s itua ted  to the  no rth  and eas t of this tow n. Sim ul-
taneously, the O ttom an  troops p roceeded  deep inside  A rm en ia  and 
s ta rted  approaching  A z erbaijan 's  bo rders. A t the  inv ita tion  of M enshe-
v ik  G eorgian au tho rities , the C aucasus w as en te re d  from the N orth- 
-W est by qu ite  small G erm an troops, w hich m oved, how ever, into the 
most im portant tow ns in G eorgia. In Baku, the B ritish agen ts suc cee-
ded in assem bing a jo in t fron t of c oun te r-rev o lu tion ary  fo rces in Ju ly  
1918 com posed of bo th socia l rev o lu tion aries  and  R ussian M ensheviks 
and A z erbaijan  and A rm en ia n nationalists. O n 31st Ju ly  1918, the 
Sovie t au tho ritie s in Baku w ere  overthrow n . Several days later, and 
nam ely on  4th A ugust, th e  B ritish landing  troops19, w h ich  had  left 
the Iran ian  po rt — Enzeli on the  C asp ian Sea occupied by G reat Bri-
tain, landed in B aku20.

It is perhaps w o rth  add ing here  one p iquant detail. N amely, in this 
landing opera tion  a lead ing ro le w as p layed by a form er R ussian b a t-
tleship nam ed ,,P riezident H rjug ier" in honou r of the hero ic  p residen t 
of T ra nsw aal fam ed for his stubborn defence of a tin y  Sou th-A frican 
s ta te  aga in st the British agg ressors, w ith K rüger 's p o rtra it displayed 
p rom inen tly  inside the  ship.

The B ritish forces, w h ich landed in Baku w e re  not too num erous. 
T hey  consisted  of severa l hund red  sold iers at the beginning , and la ter 
on of a thousand  and a few hund red  solidiers. T heir operations  begun 
w ith depo rting  to T urkm en and m urdering there  26 Soviet com m issars 
w ith forem ost of them  being Shaum ian.

19 I. V . G  a d 2 i с  V, A n ' i * ov c $ lk a ja  in 'e r v o n c i t a  A n g l i i  nn K a v k n c  (101C— 1920 gg.),  
M a ch ać k a la  1958, p. fi -7.

»  L. I. M  i г с  ś  ii i к о v, A i i g l i j s k a j a  e k s p a n s i j a  v  f r a n c (1914 1920), МопЦул
1961, p. 57— 217.



M eanw hile , b e n e fi t in g  from a gen e ra l chaos, re la t ive ly  sm all T u r-
kish forces unexpe cted ly  app roached  Baku21. A t first, they  w ere  d ri-
ven. back, bu t in the  firs t half of Septem ber, the  T urks m anaged in 
gathering  much bigger arm ed troops nea r the  town. The British p e r-
turbed  by these  developm en ts em barked  on 14th Septem ber 1918 and 
sailed off to Enzeli leaving their y e s te rd ay 's  a llies to them selves. The 
death  scene  of e igh t hund red  B ritishers k illed  by the  T urks described 
in Przedwiośnie  w as largely  ex agg era te d  by  Żerom ski as according to 
the data of the British com m anding staff, the  total B ritish losses in the 
cou rse  of fights in Baku reached  only 180 persons22.

O n 15th Septem ber 1918, the  T u rks cap tured  Baku23, w h ich m arked 
a beg inn ing  of one  of the  m ost trag ic  ev en ts  of those  times. W ith in  
a few  days, the T urks perfo rm ed  a te rrib le  m assac re  of the  C hristia n  
popu lation  and, first of all, of A rm enians. The info rm ation p resen ted  
in Przedwiośnie  say ing  tha t „du ring  four days [...] th e re  w e re  m ur-
dere d  seve n ty  thousand  A rm enians, R ussians and  all o thers, w ho h ap -
pened  to be nearby  and w ere  suspected  of sym pathiz ing  w ith  A rm e-
n ian s"24 is a little  exa ggera ted . By com parison, the  p re se n t Sovie t 
h isto rio graphy  es tim ates  the num ber of vic tim s k illed  in the  Septem -
ber m assac re  a t ca. 30—35 thousand  persons2f. N onetheless , in som e 
d istric ts inhabited  by the A rm en ian  popu la tion  on ly  a few  persons 
m anaged to save  the ir  lives.

It should be adm itted  th a t  a lthough  Żerom ski did not w itness  these  
gruesom e scenes himself, he m anaged to g ra sp  guite  fa ithfully  the  
s itua tion  in Baku a t  tha t time. A nyw ay , it is ha rd  to  determ ine w he -
ther a credit for this should go to the  g re a t  Polish nov elis t or the 
ladies w ho inform ed him  abou t it. H ow ever, w hen  w e re ad  the  scenes 
from  Przedw iośnie  w ritten  so sugg estiv e ly  and  com pare  them  w ith  r e -
lations  of e y e  w itnesses  or la te r h isto ria n s  analyz ing  tho se  even ts, w e 
ca nno t find any  inaccu racies.

Incidenta lly , it could be  added  tha t in the  second pa rt  of Septem -
ber and in O ctober 1918, the T u rks m anaged  to w in control not only

и  А. В. К a d i 5 e  v ,  I n te r v e n c i j a  i g r a i d a n s k a ja  v o j n a  v  Z a k a v k a z e ,  M os k w a  
1960, p. 131.

52 G e n e r a l  m a j o r  D en le r v i l ' .  B r i la n s k i j  i m p e r ia l iz m  v  B aku i P ersi i  1917— 1918. 
V o s p o m i n a n l j a ,  T if lis  1925, p. 270— 278.

и  D. E n u k i d z e ,  K r ac h  i m p e r i a l i s l ic e s k o j  i n t e r v e n c i i  v  Z a k a v k a z e ,  T b ilisi 1954, 
p. 85.

“ Ż e r o m s k i ,  op.  c i t .,  ch ap. 6.
13 E. A . T o k a r ż o w s k i j ,  l z  i s to r i i  i n o s t r a n n o j  I n te r v e n c i i  i g r a i d a n s k o j  v o j n y  

v  A z e r b a j d ź a n e ,  B aku 1957, p. 100; L. M. L i f ś  i c, G e r o ić e s k i j  p o d w i g  b a k in s k i c h  
b o l à e v i k o v  ( lz  is t o r i i  b o r b y  z a  p o b ie d u  s o c i a l i s t i è e s k o j  r e v o l u c i i  v  A z e r b a j d i a n e  
v  1917— 1918 gg.),  B ak u 1964, p. 255.



over a big pa rt of A zerbaijan  bu t also m any im portant ce n tres  in 
D agestan. T hey w ere  even  getting ready  to send their forces to T u r-
kestan . H ow ever, in the  first days of N ovem ber 1918, the T u rks w ere 
forced to w ithd raw  from  the  T ranscaucasus  by the  Entente. It could 
be  m entioned he re  tha t com plete ly dem oralized  O ttom an  troops lea -
ving A zerbaijan  and  A rm en ia com m itted m any roberies and m urders, 
the vic tim s of w h ich  w e re  no t on ly A rm en ians bu t a lso R ussians or 
e v e n  M uslim  inhabitan ts of the  T ranscaucasus. The B ritish landed  in 
Baku deserted  by the T u rks on 17th N ovem ber 19 1 826.

F inally , eva luating  all fragm en ts of Przedw iośnie  loca ted  in Baku 
by Żerom ski, it m ust be  adm itte d  th a t  th ey  g en e ra lly  conform  to the  
h isto rical truth. A nd it w as only the  v ery  unp lea sa n t blunder concer-
ning S tiepan S haum ian — a person  so g re a t ly  respected  in the tra d i-
tion of the T ranscaucasus —  w h ich caused th at this novel after its 
b rief success in the  Sov ie t U nion fell into oblivion. M eanw hile , in the 
T ranscaucasus, there  has been  consolidated a v iew  tha t it is a novel 
g iving a n  unfair and  fa lse  description  of the e v e n ts  from the ye ars 
1917— 1918, w hich took p lace in Baku.

In te rc o l le g ia te  In st itu te  of H istory , 
U n iv e r s ity  of Ł ódź

K r z y s z t o l  B ar an o w s k i  

B A K U  Z P R Z E D W I O Ś N I A  S T E FA N A  ŻER OMSKIEGO

Za jed n o  z n a jw ię k s z y c h  a r cy d z ie ł  li te r a tu ry  p o ls k ie j u w aża  s ię  p o w ie ś ć  S te -
fan a  Ż er om s k ie go  P r z e d w i o ś n ie .  N ajb ar d ziej s u g e s ty w n ie  są  n ap is an e z p e w n o śc ią  
p ie r w s z e  ro zd z ia ły  te j p o w ie ś c i , k tó r y ch  ak cja  zo sta ła  u m ie js co w ion a  w  B ak u, le ż ą -
cym  w  A ze r b e jd ż a n ie , w  o k r e s ie  r e w o lu c j i,  a m ia n o w ic ie  w  191? i 1918 r. Ż erom sk i 
n ig d y  n ie  b y ł  w  B ak u i n ie  zn a ł te re n ó w  K au k azu . P raw d op od o b n ie  jeg o  in form a-  
tor k am i b y ły  d w ie  p an ie  ze  ś r od o w is k a  p o lsk iej  k o lon i i w  tym  m ie ś c ie , k tór e  go  
in for m o w a ły  o w y d a r ze n iac h  m a ją cy ch  m ie js c e  na  za ch od n ich  w y b rz e ż ac h  M orza  

K a sp ijsk ieg o .
Ż e rom sk i w  n a jz u p e łn ie j w ie r n y  sp o só b  p rz ed s ta w ił ro zw ó j g o sp o d a r cz y  tam -

te g o  m ia sta , j eg o  z ło ż on ą  str u k tu r ę  n ar o d o w oś c io w ą , r e w o lu c y jn e  te n d e n c je  p ro le-
tar ia tu  i  m ło d zie ży  te g o  m ias ta  w  1917 i  1918 r. W  sp o só b  n ie  w z b u d z a ją c y  p o -
w a ż n ie j s z y c h  z a strz e ż eń  Ż erom sk i p rz e d s taw ił w yd a r ze n ia  p o l ity c z n e , ja k ie  m ia ły  
m ie js c e  w  tym  m ie ś c ie , a s z c z e g ó ln ie  w k r o c z e n ie  d o B aku w e  w rz e śn iu  1918 r.

2e T o k a r ź e v s k i j ,  op. ci t. ,  p. 181.



w ojs k  tu r ec k ich  i d ok o n an ą  tura rzeź  lu d n oś ci  ar m eń s k iej . Z p e w n o ś c ią  je d n ak  d an e  
lic z b o w e  z o sta ły  troc h ę p rz es ad zo n e (Ż erom ski p isa ł, że  T u rcy  w y m o rd ow ali s ie d e m -
d zies ią t  ki l k i  ty s ię c y  osób , n o w s z e  b ad an ia  h is tor y c zn e  sz acu ją  lic z b ę  na 30— 35  
ty się c y ).

Ż erom sk i p op ełn i! jed n ak  p oz orn ie  d rob n y  błąd, k tór y  s p o w o d ow a ł , żo jeg o  
książlka sp otk a ła  s ię  z n e g aty w n ą  o c en ą  c z y te ln ik ó w  z te r en ó w  Z ak au k azia . O tóż  
b oh aterem  d zia ła ń  r w o lu c y jn y c h  na ter en ie  Baku b y ł z n an y  d zia łac z  b o ls ze w ick i ,  
arm e ń sk ie go  p oc h o d ze n ia , S tefan  S zau m ian  ro zs tr ze la n y  p ó źn iej,  w ra z z in n ym i d zia -
łaczam i re w o lu c y jn y m i z B ak u, z p o le c e n ia  a n g ie ls k ic h  ok u p an tó w  na ter e n ie  T u rk -
m en ii. O tóż  ź le  p o in fo rm ow a n y  Ż e rom sk i p isa ł  o S za u m ian ie  jak o  o p r zy w ó d cy  
n a c jo n a lis tów  arm eń s k ich , k tór y  sp ro w a d z ił A n g lik ó w  do B ak u. Z ty ch  też  p rz yc zy n  
na ter en ie  Z ak au k azia  u tar ł się  p og ląd , żo p o w ie ś ć  Ż e ro m sk ie go  p o d aje  w  fa łs z y w y  
sp o só b  op is  w y d a rz e ń  z la t 1917— 1918 na te r e n ie  B aku.


