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CENTRAL EUROPEAN INFANTRY
HANDBOOKS IN THE TIME OF EARLY
MODERN MILITARY REVOLUTION

Summary. The theory of early modern military revolution, which was presented by Michael
Roberts in the 1950s and was later revised by various historians, is well known and still in use
even today. One of the pillars of supposed revolution was a change of infantry training and
a general change of infantry tactics, which first happened in the Netherlands in the 1590s.
Another modification of infantry training and tactics took place in Sweden during the reign
of Gustavus Adolphus. These transformations were reflected by a specific genre of period
learned literature - military handbooks for infantry. Military manuals were published not only
in Western Europe but also in Central Europe, mostly in Germany. In the period of 1550-1650,
approximately 125 military handbooks were printed in ca. 225 editions. Twenty-five of these
books were concerned specifically with the art of infantry war.

Book history is a transdisciplinary field which offers new methods of studying military history.
While researching changes of the content and formal aspects of military publications, it is
possible to trace changes of period military theory. The prosopography of military theorists
and book publishers helps to reveal how the new ideas were disseminated - in this case how
the new approaches to infantry training and the art of war spread from Western and North-
ern Europe to its centre. The aim of this contribution is not only to describe period infantry
handbooks, but also to characterise the transfer of revolutionary changes in infantry warfare
from Netherlands and Sweden into Central Europe with the help of period military manuals
- especially those intended for infantry.
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When Johann Jacobi von Wallhausen published his Kriegskunst zu Fuss in
1615," it was one of the first detailed treatises on the military art of infantry to
appear in print in Europe. Wallhausen soon became known as a military theo-
rist who published at least fourteen writings on military subjects. The most
influential of these was the Kriegskunst zu Fuss, which was published at least
ten times by the mid-17 century in four different language versions. The book
was later followed by a number of other authors. While writing it, Wallhausen
himself drew on information he had acquired in various ways, both by studying
older writings and by personal experience gained from his service in the army
of the military reformers Maurice of Orange and his cousins. What was the
history of infantry military manuals in Central Europe before and after Wall-

hausen, and what was the development of this genre?

Military handbooks as a genre of educational literature

The genre of military manuals does not have a universally employed definition;
therefore, it is necessary to characterise it at the beginning of this paper. Tak-
ing into account the specifics of different historical periods and geographical
areas, military manuals can be broadly characterised as educational publica-
tions intended for soldiers at various degrees of military hierarchy, containing
information either about military service and warfare from a general perspec-
tive, or about service and warfare of specific kinds of the army. This informa-
tion might come from one source or from combination of several kinds of
sources, ¢.g., military and legal regulations, service instructions, or the practi-
cal experience of soldiers.

When focusing on the period 1550-1650, the military manuals of the time
can be characterised more specifically as scientific publications dealing with mil-
itary administration, military mathematics, military art, or fortress construc-
tion. They focus on the military in general or on the military of particular types
of troops — infantry, cavalry, artillery or navy. They are general volumes with
international validity, which were not obligatory for the military commanders
of the time, but were recommendations on how to train soldiers, what tactics

and strategies to use, or how to supply their troops, for example.

' J.J. vON WALLHAUSEN, Kriegskunst zu Fuss, Oppenheim 1615.
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The dissemination of military handbooks through movable type began in
the early printing period. The first printed military manual was De re militari
by the Italian architect Roberto Valturio (1405-1475), a manuscript version of
which appeared before 1463 and was first printed in 1472.% It was soon followed
by a treatise of the same title by the Roman military theorist Flavius Vegetius
Renatus (41-5" century AD), issued around 1473. Both of these works were
published in Italy, but the Central European press did not take long to follow
suit. It was the aforementioned Vegetius’s work that became the earliest German
military incunabulum.?

Military manuals, which before 1472 were distributed only as manuscripts,
could reach a wider circle of readers thanks to the invention of the printing press.
In addition to editions of treatises that originated in antiquity or were heavily
inspired by ancient writings, new works began to be printed that responded to
modern trends in military science. This paper will focus exactly on these books,
as they were the only ones that could be used as instructional texts for modern
warfare. The Central European military manuals from 1550-1650 can be di-
vided into three similarly long chronological periods, which roughly indicate
the development and transformations of the genre.

The period of 1550-1590 was a time when bastion fortresses were developed
in Southern and Western Europe and this coincided with the publishing of lit-
erature on fortifications. However, in Central Europe, such books still appeared
rarely. Publications issued there were mostly of an administrative character,
which did not pay much attention to the tactics and which frequently responded
to the war with the Turks.

In the period of 1590-1618, the number of books on military adminis-
tration gradually dropped and publications on military art grew. Besides the
works responding to the wars with the Turks, the first publications promoting
ideas of the Dutch military reforms started to appear in the German states.
In Central Europe, publications on fortification construction were printed

more frequently.

? R. VALTURIO, De re militari, [ Verona] 1472. For more, vide: e.g., G. WILSON, Military Sci-
ence, History and Art, [in:] Artful Armies, Beautiful Battles. Art and Warfare in Early Modern Europe,
ed. P. CUNEO, Leiden 2002, pp. 14-15.

3 In Latin, it was VEGETIUS, De re militari, [Koln ca. 1475]. In a German translation: VEGETIUS,
[Kurze Verweissung von der Ritterschaft], [ Augsburg ca. 1475].
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The period of 1618-1650 can be identified with the Thirty Years’ War and
the immediately following years. The new military publications now responded
to this major conflict. Books on fortification were still published. Many book

militaria were new editions of works from the previous period.*

Military handbooks of East-Central Europe

The German-language area, which will be the main topic of following text,
became an important centre for the development of military science in the
context of the whole of Europe. Military manuals were disseminated there pri-
marily through the printing press, and copies of individual editions can still
be found in libraries throughout the continent. The situation was different in
the eastern half of Central Europe, where the printing industry spread later.
In the case of today’s Slovakia, for example, it is impossible to speak of any print-
ing house having been active on its territory for a long period of time before the
middle of the 17* century. Books therefore had to be imported from other
parts of the Kingdom of Hungary or from abroad. However, military manuals
were not printed in Hungarian workshops at that time either, and all military
prints had to be imported from abroad.

The situation was different in the territory of the Kingdom of Bohemia and
the Kingdom of Poland (later Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth), where print-
ing had already spread at the end of the 15 century. Although educational pub-
lications were disseminated through this region, military manuals usually were
not. Between the mid-16® and the mid-17 centuries, only one military manual
was printed in the territory of the Kingdom of Bohemia — a translation of the

famous work of the imperial general Lazarus von Schwendi, Kriegs Discurs)’

which was published in Prague in 1618 under the title Discurs 0 béhu wdilecném.®

* More on the reflection of military manuals in modern (mainly dictionary and encyclopaedic)
literature, on the specifics of the genre between 1550-1650 and its division into distinctive subcat-
egories in: K. ANDRESOVA, Vojenské prirucky raného novovéku jako predmét vyzkumu historiografie
vojenstvi a knihovédy. Tisky stiedovychodni Evropy v kontextu evropské produkce, “Vojenska hist6ria”
2018, vol. 3, pp. 62-68.

> First issue: L. VON SCHWENDI, Kriegs Discurs, Frankfurt am Main 1593.

¢ IDEM, Discurs o Béhu Wilecném a Autadech Wagenskych, Praha 1618. More about this book in:
K. ANDRESOVA, Ceskd vojenskd prirucka z roku 1618, “Acta Musei Nationalis Pragae — Historia Lit-
terarum” 2020, vol. 1-2, pp. 44-52.
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However, no other such book was printed there until 1733. In Poland, slightly
more (ca. ten) military manuals were printed between 1550 and 1650, but the
situation in the two countries did not differ much. Both Czechs and Poles pro-
duced military manuals, but they mostly distributed them in manuscripts. The
most important military manuscripts of that time in Bohemia were probably
the Instrukci vojanskd by Zikmund Chotek of Chotkov” and the Nauceni vojan-
ské by Jindfich Michal Hyzrle of Chody.®* In Poland it is worth mentioning, for
example, Ksiggi hetmariskie by Stanistaw Sarnicki.

Other strategies for the dissemination of military ideas included the incor-
poration of military treatises into larger works, which, however, cannot be de-
scribed as military manuals due to their more general focus. Some authors chose
to publish their military works in foreign printing houses, most notably the Poles
Adam Freitag and Kazimierz Siemienowicz."” In the period 1550-1650, only
one manual of infantry military art was printed in the territory of the Czech and
Polish kingdoms — the German-language book Tyrocinium militare by Conrad
Coller, published in 1616 in Gdansk." The following text will therefore focus

mainly on publications issued in the German-language area."

Infantry handbooks

Between 1550 and 1650 about 225 editions of military manuals were published
in Central Europe. As some books were published twice or more, this amounts
to a total of about 125 different works. A number of these books dealt with the
warfare of the time in general — either in terms of military administration or

7 More on the manuscript: O. SVEHELKA, ,, Zbroje a od ni potiebi jest...” Ctyti texty ze 16. stoleti
tykajici se tureckyjch vdlek, s priblédnutim k vilce patndctileré, “Historie — otdzky — problémy” 2014,
vol. 2, pp. 186-196.

8 Its edition was elaborated in the master’s thesis: T. OPAVOVA, Obraz vilky a vojenstvi v 16.—17.
stoleti ocima leskych slechticii, Univerzita Karlova, Filozoficka fakulta, Ustav Ceskych d¢jin, 2013,
pp- 84-155.

’ More onit, e.g., in: Z. SPIERALSKI, Polska sztuka wojenna w latach 1454—1562, Warszawa 1958,
pp. 137-143, 149-153.

' For editions of their works, vide: e.g., the database Universal Short Title Catalogue (USTC),
www.ustc.ac.uk (access: 9 IX 2021).

" C. COLLER, Tyrocinium Militare, Gdansk 1616.

2 More on the issue of military manuals of East-Central Europe: K. ANDRESOVA, Vojenské
privucky..., pp. 72-76.
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military art and training. Twenty-three of the editions dealt exclusively with
infantry. If we add the publications that also included passages on artillery and
fortifications, this makes a total of 26 editions.”® These books fall into three
basic groups, which are military mathematics, military administration and mil-
itary art (drill books and military treatises).

Books of military mathematics were a special kind of literature, usually writ-
ten not by warriors but by mathematicians. They were either mathematics text-
books, part of which dealt with the use of arithmetic and geometry in military
science, or collections of tables supplemented only by a short introduction. Some
of these tables were aimed at fortress construction, in which case they specified
the recommended angles and dimensions of fortification structures; artillery ta-
bles dealt with ballistics. Infantry tables which could also be used by cavalry how
a particular number of men in an army should be divided into smaller organisa-
tional units. This group of military handbooks might have been accompanied by
simple illustrations — woodcuts or typographic illustrations that depicted battle
formations. The authors of these books in the period under study were Zacharias
Lochner, Johannes Lhor, Caspar Grunewald, and Philipp Geiger.

As already indicated, military administrative manuals were the dominant
type of military handbook until about 1590. These books dealt primarily with
the various ranks and offices in the army and discussed the rights and duties of
their holders. The most important author of this type of book in the region un-
der study was Leonhardt Fronsberger. His general-oriented Frinff Biicher. Vonn
Kriegs Regiment vnd Ordnung of 1555 was later expanded into a comprehen-
sive three-volume Kriegsbuch, which was published repeatedly until the end of
the 16™ century.' The second volume of the Kriegsbuch dealt mostly with in-

fantry and artillery, although one may say it was a general military handbook."”

13 These numbers are based on excerpts from the databases USTC (www.ustc.ac.uk), VD16
(hteps://wwwvd16.de/), VD17 (hetp://wwwyd17.de/), GLN 15-16 (http://www.ville-ge.ch/
musinfo/bd/bge/gln/), Bibliografia Staropolska (https://www.estreicher.uj.edu.pl/staropolska/),
Knihopis (htep://www.knihopis.cz/ (all access: 9 XI12021).

'* If mathematical books dealing with artillery and fortifications are included, it is necessary to
mention also Rhodius Ambrosius and Jacob Willemsz Verroten.

> First issue: L. FRONSBERGER, Fiinff Biicher. Vonn Kriegs Regiment vnd Ordnung, Frankfurt am
Main 1555.

!¢ First issue: IDEM, Kriegsbuch, Frankfurt am Main 1573. It was last published in 1596.

17 Title of this volume: Kriegsbuch. Ander Theyl, Von Wagenburgk vmb die Feldleger...


http://www.ustc.ac.uk
https://www.vd16.de/
http://www.vd17.de/
http://www.ville-ge.ch/musinfo/bd/bge/gln/
http://www.ville-ge.ch/musinfo/bd/bge/gln/
https://www.estreicher.uj.edu.pl/staropolska/
http://www.knihopis.cz/
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The work was a bestseller from the beginning, and was followed by works by
other authors.

One such example is the unique book Kurtzer vnd notwendiger bericht der
Feldtschreiberey by Stanislaus Hohenspach.'® This publication, unlike most other
military manuals, was not primarily intended for officers and military leaders,
but for military scribes. It describes the duties of these scribes and also the docu-
ments they produce, together with their appropriate formality. The present-day
researcher will find in it, among other things, information on the recruitment
and mustering of troops or the manning of sentries in a military camp.

After 1590, publications on military art were among the most common types
of military manuals (besides books on fortress construction). These books can
be subdivided into short but usually richly illustrated drill books and more com-
prehensive military treatises.'” The former focused on the operation of weapons
and the basic functioning of soldiers in units, while the longer treatises also in-
cluded texts on military administration, the establishment of military camps,
military campaigns, strategies and other related topics. Drill books and military
treatises coexisted, and the gradual trend, which became more pronounced in
the second half of the 17" century, seems to have been an increase in the number
of drill books at the expense of military treatises. This, in turn, is indicative of
the changing function of the military manual and the changing demands on
this type of literature over the years, as books originally intended for scholars
gradually changed to utilitarian writings that helped to unify military practice
across Europe.

One of the first and most famous drill books is Wapenhandelinghe by Jacques
de Gheyn. The core of the book is composed of a series of 117 illustrations show-
ing the operation of infantry weapons — simple handguns, muskets, and pikes.
This is why the work is known not by the author of the text (probably Johann
of Nassau) but by the author of the illustrations (Jacques de Gheyn). Wapen-
handelinghe was first published in 1607 in the Netherlands.* It was soon trans-
lated and a German-French version was first published in 1609.* De Gheyn was

'8 S. HOHENSPACH, Kurtzer vnd notwendiger bericht der Feldtschreiberey, Heidelberg 1577.

! Division into drill books and military treatises is based on D. LAWRENCE, The Complete Sol-
dier, Leiden 2008, p. 195.

2 J. DE GHEYN, Wapenhandelinghe van de Roers, Musquetten ende Spiesen, The Hague 1607.

' IpEM, Waffenhandlung Von den Rohren, Mufsquetten vnd Spiessen, Frankfurt am Main 1609.
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followed by a number of other authors. A slightly younger infantry drill book
was, for example, Peter Isselburg’s Franco-German treatise Kiinstliche Waffen-
handlung from 1620, which was, in fact, just a reprint of de Gheyn’s book.*
From 1619 comes the anonymous drill book Scola Militaris Exercitationis.®

The first military treatise published in the region was issued at the turn of the
century: a lesser-known manual of military art by Maurice of Hessen-Cassel.**
The book was relatively short and dealt briefly with basic aspects of warfare,
army administration, infantry training, and its basic battle formations.

The best-known military treatise for infantry was not published in the region
under study until fifteen years later: Johann Jacobi von Wallhausen’s Kriegskunst
zu Fuss. Its illustrations depicting the operation of the weapons were based on
Jacob de Gheyn’s copperplates from a few years earlier. As already mentioned,
the book was reprinted several times and translated into several European lan-
guages. It was a large publication in folio format, accompanied by a number of
copper engravings, and was therefore quite expensive. In order to make the ba-
sics of military art accessible to poorer people, Wallhausen published an abridge-
ment of the book soon afterwards, entitled Alphabetum pro tyrone pedestri®

One of the first to be inspired by Wallhausen’s infantry manual was an of-
ficer who very likely knew him personally. Wallhausen entered the service in
Danzig in 1613, and in his writings he addressed himself as captain of that city
until 1 May 1616.¢ When on 29 May 1616 the otherwise unknown Conrad
Coller dated the preface of his handbook Tyrocinium militare, he titled himself
as a Gdansk lieutenant. However, lieutenant Céller did not become as famous as
captain Wallhausen, did not write further works, and did not publish his book
for a second time. His only known treatise, which contains only one simple illus-

tration, deals mainly with the procedure for handling weapons and training the

2 P. ISSELBURG, Kiinstliche Waffenhandlung der Musqueten vn[d] Piquen oder Langen Spiessen,
Niirnberg 1620.

B Scola Militaris Exercitationis, Koln 1619.

* M. HESSEN-KASSEL, Instruction. Was sich vnsere Bestellte Kriegsrithe vnd Diener verhalten sol-
len, Kassel 1600.

» ]J. vON WALLHAUSEN, Alphabetum pro tyrone pedestri, Frankfurt am Main 1615.

¢ More on Wallhausen’s life in, e.g., U. WENDLAND, Zur Lebensgeschichte des Danziger Haupt-
manns Johann Jacobi von Wallbausen, “Mitteilungen des westpreuf8ischen Geschichtsvereins” 1936,
vol. 4, pp. 81-92; or H. ZOPF, Johann Jacobi von Wallbausen als Kriegsschrifisteller, “Mitteilungen des
Westpreussischen Geschichtsvereins” 1938, vol. 2, pp. 34-43.
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movements of entire infantry units, and is written in the form of a dialogue be-
tween two men, Julius and Cornelius. However, Wallhausen was also followed
by a number of other authors who did not necessarily know him personally but

were familiar with his writings.

Authors of infantry handbooks

Seventeen different men can be identified as the authors of the 26 books exam-
ined, one of which is anonymous. The authors of these infantry manuals — and
of contemporary military manuals in general — can be divided into several
groups according to their occupation. Some are obvious, others somewhat sur-
prising. In the sample of authors examined, there are well-known military theo-
rists (Johann Jacobi von Wallhausen) and fortress builders (Valentin Frider-
ich). Several military officers, who usually published one theoretical work each,
are known to us just from the pages of these works and are otherwise unknown
(Conrad Caller, Zacharias Krammer von Heydeck, Laurentius a Troupitzen,
the military scribe Stanislaus Hohenspach). In the case of mathematical books,
the authors were mathematicians (Zacharias Lochner, Philipp Geiger, Caspar
Grunewald and also Rhodius Ambrosius and Jacob Willemsz Verroten). The
authorship of military manuals, of which the pictorial accompaniment is an
essential component, fell to illustrators (Jacob de Gheyn, Peter Isselburg).
Somewhat surprisingly, some military or fortification manuals were written by
physicians (Gamaliel de La Tour) — and on the contrary, some, for example,
fortress builders, devoted themselves to medicine as a secondary subject. The
last type of authors were noblemen — in this case it was just one — Maurice of
Hessen-Cassel. His military-theoretical contribution is not unusual, as nobles
were often educated in military issues and studied the works of older military
theorists. Among the most famous examples of this approach is Johann of Nas-
sau, who was writing at the same time, and whose extensive military works

remain only in manuscript.”’

?7 Johann’s work has been made accessible editorially: Die Heeresreform der Oranier. Das Kriegs-
buch des Grafen Johann von Nassau-Siegen, ed. W. HAHLWEG, Wiesbaden 1973.
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Illustrations

Most military manuals from the Central European region of the period under
study were illustrated, and infantry manuals are no exception: apart from a few
inexpensive, small-format books (mainly on military mathematics), the exam-
ined books were illustrated. Three graphic types of illustrations were involved:
woodcuts, prevalent in the 16" century, were gradually replaced over the years
by the more common copperplates. At the same time, illustrations made of
typographic signs, which usually indicated the way soldiers were arranged in
units, were used throughout the whole century under study.

The examined infantry manuals are accompanied by two types of illustra-
tions: the first type is educational illustrations depicting the handling of weap-
ons, the ordering of soldiers in units, the structure of military camps or drawings
of fortress buildings; the second type lies on the borderline between educational
and artistic illustrations and it depicts of the holders of various offices and ranks
in the army or scenes from military engagements. All illustrations included in
the publications are at least partly educational.

These illustrations are usually not signed. This is true for simple educa-
tional diagrams, but often also for more demanding illustrations. In fact, only
three illustrators of the manuals examined are know by name: the aforemen-
tioned engraver and painter Jacob de Gheyn?®® and the draughtsman, engraver
and printer Peter Isselburg,” who followed de Gheyn’s illustration book and
republished it under his own name. The third illustrator known by name is
painter and engraver Jost Amman, who created the illustrations of the Kriegs-
buch by Leonhardt Fronsberger in the mid-16™ century.’® In the case of the
infantry part of the book, these are woodcuts depicting various types of sol-
diers and military officials, as well as copperplates showing military camps or

troops on campaign.

8 More on de Gheyn, vide: ].P.F. Kox, Jacques de Gheyn II Engraver, Designer and Publisher — I,
“Print Quarterly” 1990, vol. 3, pp. 248-281.

» More on Isselburg, e.g., K. P1Lz, Isselburg, Peter, [in:] Neue Deutsche Biographie, vol. 10, Berlin
1974, pp. 201-202.

%% More on Amman, e.g., The New Hollstein German engravings, etchings and woodcuts 1400~
1700, Part I-X, ed. G. SEELIG, Rotterdam 2002-2003.
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Dissemination of ideas through military books

Several inspirational lines can be traced among the infantry manuals examined.
Within books on military mathematics, Zacharias Lochner’s Zwey Biichlein der
gerechneten Schlachtordnung, published in 1557, achieved a certain influence.?
It was a set of tables advising how to divide a unit of a certain number of soldiers
into ranks. Johannes Lhor’s Kriegs Feldbiichlin, 12 years younger, dealt with the
same problem.” Lochner’s book was also mentioned in other literature — for
example, from 1561 onwards a page extract from this book appeared in Georg
Lauterbeck’s Regentenbuch.> This excerpt was later translated into Czech when
a translation of the Regentenbuch was published in 1584 and 1606 under the
title Politia historica in Prague by Daniel Adam of Veleslavin.** (It should be
mentioned that the Politia historica was a rather exceptional text in the Czech
environment, as it contained several chapters focusing on the warfare of the
time. As already mentioned, for the entire period under study, only one separate
military manual was published in Czech — Discurs 0 béhu waileiném.)

The second source of inspiration is Leonhardt Fronsberger’s Kriegsbuch.
In his work, the war veteran Fronsberger discussed, among other things, the
rights and duties of different types of soldiers and military officials. The book
was published repeatedly during the second half of the 16* century and achieved
considerable fame, to which other authors and printers referred. In 1577,
22 years after the publication of Fronsberger’s first military work, a manual for
military scribes, Kurtzer vnd notwendiger bericht der Feldtschreiberey by Stani-
slaus Hohenspach, was printed. In a dedication to Colonel Claus von Handt-
stadt, the printer Miiller included the following sentence: “I have no doubt that
the Kriegsordnung, which was published by the late Leonhardt Fronsberger, and
which has been reprinted in Frankfurt, has been seen and read by your Grace.”®
The intention of the printer, and perhaps of the author, was therefore evidently
to build on Fronsberger’s fame and to expand on one of the themes opened up
by that author.

3! 7. LOCHNER, Zwey Biichlein der gerechneten Schlachtordnung, Niirnberg 1557.

32 ). LHOR, Kriegs Feldbiichlin, von allerlay Schlachtordnungen, Dillingen 1569.

33 First issue with this extract: G. LAUTERBECK, Regentenbuch, [Leipzig] 1561, p. CCXIla.
3% First issue: IDEM, Politia historica, Praha 1584, pp. 480-481.

> S. HOHENSPACH, op. cit., p. [3].



206 Klara Andresova

Almost everyone who published a military administrative manual in the
German-language area, whether specifically infantry or universal, responded to
Fronsberger’s work. The Dresden topographer and postmaster Daniel Wintzen-
berger, in his Beschreibung einer KriegsOrdnung of 1588, stated:

Useful thoughts have already been written about military order, especially in the
great book divided into three parts and published in Frankfurt am Main by Georg
[sic] Fronsberger, namely, on the warfare of the Emperor Charles V, as conducted
on water and on land, together with artillery and all ammunition, with many il-
lustrations. But not everyone can buy the book, furthermore it takes a lot of time
to read such an extensive work, and it is impossible to keep it all in one’s head. All

this is briefly treated in this book, which every warrior, according to his status and

office, needs to know.>

The third source of inspiration came from the Netherlands from military
reformers — Prince Maurice of Orange and his cousins William and Johann of
Nassau, whose military works remained in manuscript only. Although the most
famous of these three men is undoubtedly Maurice of Orange, the main originator
of Dutch modernisation and the unification of military training and equipment
was Johann of Nassau, author of the manuscript Kriegsbuch. In it, he explored both
ancient soldiering and ways to apply it in a modern way using the resources that
the late 16™ century offered. Johann of Nassau was the author of the text part of
the drill book illustrated by Jacob de Gheyn. As we have already mentioned, de
Gheyn’s manual was later followed by another illustrator — Peter Isselburg.

Johann Jacobi von Wallhausen also drew from his contacts with the Dutch
reformers. He began his military career in 1599 in the army of Maurice of Or-
ange, later serving in Hungary and Russia and from 1613 in Danzig. In 1616, in
collaboration with Johann of Nassau, he prepared the curriculum for the first
European military academy in the German town of Siegen, which he ran as its
director for several months in 1617.% It should be recalled that Wallhausen’s
work was followed by that of another soldier working in Danzig — perhaps Wall-

hausen’s subordinate — lieutenant Conrad Coller.

3¢ D. WINTZENBERGER, Beschreibung einer Kriegs Ordnung zu RofS vnd Fuefs, Dresden 1588,
p- [4].

37 More on the Siegen military academy: C. BRACHTHAUSER, ,,Wie sich ein Fiirst zum Krieg soll
riisten”. Die dlteste Militirakademie der Welt, Grof3-Gerau 2016.
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Inspiration in Dutch military reforms can be found in a number of mili-
tary manuals from the first half of the 17 century. In particular, the infantry
manual by Valentin Friderich Kriegs kunst zu Fufs of 1619 refers to the teach-
ings of Maurice of Orange.*® The Netherlands is mentioned as a leading country
where military art was taught by Zacharias Krammer von Heydeck, author of
the manual Be/lona of 1625; he also mentions that he was taught at a ‘high mili-
tary school,’” by which he could theoretically mean the Siegen Academy.”” Even
the French manual by Gamaliel de la Tour, published in Geneva in 1633 and
1634, Principes de 'art militaire, refers in its title to military art as practiced in
the Netherlands.*

In the 1630s, a new stream of ideas came to Central Europe from Sweden.
There, Dutch military doctrine was reworked by a commander and, above all,
aking — Gustavus Adolphus. An infantry manual published twice in Germany
was called Kriegs Kunst, Nach Koniglicher Schwedischer Manier and was written
by an officer in the Swedish service, Laurentius a Troupitzen. In the preface of
the book, he praised the order, wisdom, art, and experience of the soldiers in the
Dutch service.*’ However, he emphasised above all the contribution of Gustavus
Adolphus to the Swedish military, who, in his opinion, improved the discipline
and order previously used in Europe, but also, for example, invented new battle

formations, thus earning eternal fame.

Theory and praxis

It is clear, then, that Dutch and Swedish reformist ideas reached Central
Europe through books shortly after their introduction in Western and North-
ern Europe. Virtually everyone who published a book on infantry soldiering
in the German language area can be linked in some way to the Dutch military
reforms, either through personal experience or through study of earlier books.
On the other hand, it should be mentioned that not everyone associated with
the Dutch tradition actually implemented it in his writings. This is also true for

38 V. FRIDERICH, Kriegs kunst zu FufS vind Eige[n]dlicher vnderricht, Bern 1619, p. 1.
% Z.KRAMMER VON HEYDECK, Bellona, Neuburg am Donau 1625, p. [3].
“ First issue: G. DE LA TOUR, Principes de ['art militaire, Geneve 1633, title page.

' First issue: L. A TROUPITZEN, Kriegs Kunst, Nach Kiniglicher Schwedischer Manier, Frankfurt

am Main 1633, p. 4.



208 Klara Andresova

Wallhausen himself — while he knew and accepted the Dutch drill, he recom-
mended that troops be trained and organised according to older, proven prac-
tices used, for example, on the battlefield in Hungary.*

After all, it is also his work that raises the question of how quickly Dutch
military practice really took hold in Central Europe. In 1615, Wallhausen pub-
lished his first work on the military art of infantry, in which he recalled the art
of good warfare — ‘ars bene belligerandi.” He published the book in the hope that
experienced warriors would once again elevate the art. However, in 1621, when
he published Defensio patriae, Wallhausen mentioned that he had unfortunately

not seen the use of this art in practice so far.*’
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SRODKOWOEUROPEJSKIE PODRECZNIKI SZTUKI WOJSKOWEJ
DOTYCZACE PIECHOTY W DOBIE WCZESNONOWOZYTNE)J
REWOLUCIJI MILITARNEJ

Streszczenie. Teoria wczesnonowozytnej rewolucji militarnej, przedstawiona przez Michaela
Robertsa w latach piec¢dziesigtych XX w., a nastepnie zrewidowana przez kolejnych history-
kow, jest dzis powszechnie znana i ciaggle stosowana przez badaczy. Jednym z jej filarow byta
zmiana w szkoleniu piechoty i ogdlna ewolucja taktyki wojskowej w odniesieniu do piechoty,
ktéra nastapita najpierw w Holandii w latach dziewiecdziesigtych XVI w. Kolejne modyfikacje
w tym zakresie wprowadzono w Szwecji za panowania Gustawa Adolfa. Odzwierciedleniem
tych przemian byt specyficzny gatunek literacki epoki nowozytnej - podreczniki wojskowe dla
piechoty, publikowane nie tylko w Europie Zachodniej, ale takze w Europie Srodkowej, gtéwnie
w Niemczech. W latach 1550-1650 ukazato sie okoto 125 traktatéw wojskowych w blisko 225
wydaniach. Dwadziescia piec¢ z tych podrecznikéw koncentrowato sie wytacznie na piechocie.
Studia nad historig ksigzki maja charakter interdyscyplinarny, oferujacy zarazem nowe me-
tody badania historii wojskowosci. Analizujac zmiany tresci i aspektéw formalnych publikacji
wojskowych, mozemy przesledzi¢ zmiany teorii wojskowej omawianego okresu. Prozopogra-
fia teoretykdw wojskowych i wydawcow ksigzek pomaga wykazaé sposoby rozpowszech-
niania sie nowych idei - w tym wypadku mozemy zobaczy¢, jak nowatorskie podejscia do
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szkolenia piechoty i sztuki wojennej przenikaty z obszaru Europy Zachodniej i Pétnocnej
do centrum kontynentu. Celem artykutu byto opisanie wczesnonowozytnych podrecznikéw
piechoty oraz scharakteryzowanie sposobu, w jaki rewolucyjne zmiany w taktyce wojen-
nej przenikaty z Holandii i Szwecji do Europy Srodkowej za pomoca podrecznikéw wojsko-
wych - w szczegolnosci traktatow dotyczacych piechoty.

Stowa kluczowe: Europa Srodkowa, okres wczesnonowozytny, piechota, podreczniki wojsko-
we, historia ksigzki

Knapa AHpgpecoBa

LLEHTPAJIbHO-EBPOMNENCKUE YYEBHUKU BOEHHOIO .
UCKYCCTBA KAACAIOLLEECA NMEXOTbI B 3INMOXY BOEHHOU
PEBOJIIOLUNN PAHHEIO HOBOIo BPEMEHMU

AHHOTauusa. Teopus BOEHHOWM peBOJIOLMM paHHero HoBoro BpeMeHW, npepcTaBieHHas
Maiitksiom Po6epTcom B 1950-X T. u 3aTeM NepecMOTPEHHAs NOCAEAYOLWMMU NCTOPUKAMU,
B HaCcTosILLEee BPEMS LUMPOKO M3BECTHA U 4,0 CUX NOP UCMONb3yeTcs uccaegoatensamu. Oa-
HUM U3 ee CTOJINOB 6bIJI0 U3SMEHEHME B 06YYEHUUN MEXOTbI U IBOJIHOLLUSA BOEHHOM TaKTUKU MO
OTHOLLEHUIO K NexoTe, KoTopas Brnepsble npousowna B Huaepnangax 8 1590-x rr. MNMocne-
aywoue moamMdUKaLumn B 3TOM oTHoLeHUM 6b1u BBeAeHbI B LLIBeLun Bo Bpems npaBsieHus
lycTaBa Agonbda. 3T U3SMEHEHUS OTPA3UIUCh Ha CNeLLMdUYECKOM yKaHpe NUCbMa 3MOXU HO-
BOr0 BPEMEHW — BOEHHble HacTaBNEHUS 418 NeXOTbl U3[,aBaIMCb He TONbKO B 3anaHoi Es-
pone (npeumyuiecTBeHHO B [epMaHuu), Ho 1 B LieHTpanbHoi EBpone. Mexkay 1550 n 1650 .
6b1710 ONYy6/IMKOBAHO OKO10 125 BOEHHbIX TpaKTaToOB C NoyTu 225 usganuamu. eaguatb
NATb U3 3TUX PYKOBOACTB 6bI/IM MOCBSALLEHBI UCKIHOUYUTE/IBHO NEXOTE.

WccnepnoBaHns no UCTOPUM KHUMM HOCST MEXAUCLUMNIMHAPHBIVA XapaKTep U B TO YXe BpeMs
npeasiaraloT HOBble METO/bl U3YYEHWUSt BOEHHON MCTOPUUN. AHANN3UPYS U3MEHEHUS B coaep-
>KaHUU 1 GOpMaibHbIX acreKTax BOEHHbIX U3[aHUIA, MOXHO NPOC/ieAnTb U3SMEHEHUS B BO-
€HHOW TeopumM paccMaTpuBaemoro nepuoga. Npoconorpadpuyeckoe nccaesoBaHune rpynnol
BOEHHbIX TEOPETUKOB M KHUroM3aaTes1ei MOMOraeT NoKasaTb, KaK PacnpoCTPaHA/IMCh HOBblE
naeun. Takum o6pasom, Mbl BUAMM, KaK HOBAaTOPCKME NOAXOAbI K 06yHEeHUI0 NEXOTbI U BOEH-
HOMY UCKYCCTBY MPOHUKanm u3 3anagHon n CesepHoli EBponbl B LLEHTP KOHTUHeHTa. Llenb
CTaTbW COCTOUT B TOM, 4TOObI ONUCATb HAaCTaB/IEHUS 415 NEXOTbl paHHero HoBoro BpemMeHun
M OXapaKTepu3oBaTb MyTb, MO KOTOPOMY PEBOJIIOLUOHHbIE U3MEHEHUS B TaKTUKE BeLEHUSA
BOWMHbI pacnpocTpaHaanck U3 Huaepnanpos u Leeunn B LleHTpanbHyto EBpony c nocpea-
HWUYECTBOM BOEHHbIX HaCTaB/IEHUI - B YAaCTHOCTM TPAaKTaTOB O NeXoTe.

KnioueBble cnoBa: LLeHTpaanaﬂ EBpona, paHHee HOBOE BpeMA, NexoTa, BOEHHbIE YCTaBbl,
KHUXXHaAa nctopua





