https://doi.org/10.18778/8142-115-7.12

II

Kiril Marinow

The Economy

1. Agriculture and Animal Husbandry

There seems to be no doubt that land cultivation formed the basis
of Bulgaria’s economic life in the tenth century. However, there are very
few written sources in which this view is confirmed (one can mention
here Pope Nicolas Response to the Bulgarians, Cosmas’ Sermon against
the Heretics, the Long Life of Clement of Obrid). The source that has
been traditionally cited in this context is the so-called Farmer’s Law. Its
creation is linked to the Slavs’ presence in the Balkans and their becoming
part of the ethnic composition of the Bulgarian state in the early Middle
Ages. Controversy surrounding this legal monument — the uncertainty
regarding the period in which it was created and the part of the Empire to
which it referred — prevents us from considering it a fully reliable source
of information when it comes to the Balkan territories’. However, the
traditional view of the crucial role of farming in Bulgaria’s economy is
supported by archaeological sources which testify to the use of husbandry

"M.Svoronos, Notessur Lorigine et la date du Code rural, TM 8, 1981, pp. 4875005
. B o x u 4 o B, 4o6pydaca npes Pannomo Cpednosexosue (VI —nav. X1 s.), [in:]id e m,
B.T'wo 3 enes, Hemopus na Aoﬁpyﬁﬁm, vol. 11, Cpeﬁﬂogekogue, Beauko T”bPHOBO

2004, p. 52.
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techniques in early mediaeval Bulgaria — the excavated artifacts include
agricultural tools such as ploughshares, sickles, hoes, shovel ferrules.
Excavations also uncover the remains of cultivated crops — wheat, rye and
millet in the main. Flax, used in the manufacture of clothing, was also
exported to Byzantium. Some place names of early mediaeval origin
also seem to be indicative of the use of various husbandry techniques in the
period before the Bulgarians’ arrival at the Danube areas — as an example
one can mention here such names as Nivani — derived from niva (lea),
Razhenichani - razh (rac) or Zarnentsi — zarno (grain). The lands that
made up the Bulgarian state provided a good framework for the develop-
ment of agriculture — suffice it to mention the fertile and well irrigated
plains of Mysia (Moesia), Northern Trace and part of Macedonia. One
should add that a large share of agriculture in the economy of the Balkan
cities was a specific feature of their development. This also holds true for
the Bulgarian capitals — Pliska and Preslav. The cultivation of grapevine,
fruit and vegetables underwent rapid development in the ninth and tenth
centuries. The three-field system of crop rotation had grown in popularity.
Farming was typically extensive and, as such, vulnerable to climatic chang-
es. Attempts were made to remedy this situation by building warehouses
for storing food surpluses. Methods of storing food weren’t dissimilar to
those used in Byzantium. The burden of farming lay on the shoulders
of the most numerous social group of the Middle Ages — free peasants,
organised in special districts or neighbouring communities.

*M.Yaurosa, Cpednosexosuu opsdus wa mpyda 6 beazapus, VIA 25, 1962,
pp- 19-55; T. To 1 e B, Kosexmusua naxodxa om cpedrnosexostu opsous na mpyoa om
¢. 3aamap, Apxe 8.4,1966, pp. 33—35; B. A1 T 0 H 0 B a, Hosoomxpuma naxodxa om seme-
deacku ceuusa npu Iliucka, Hp.C6. 3,1983, pp. 263-268; M.Yaurosa, Tepnux, vol. I1I,
Kpenocmma Iepuux VIII-XIV 6., Codust 1992, pp. 7-17; B. Motos LAtanacos,
Crana. Kpenocm om X—XI sex do c. Knadenyu, Tepseacxo, Codus 1998, pp. 83—87;
A. Aonuesallerxosa, Odspyn. Ceaniye om IIspsomo bwazapcxo yapcmso, vol. I,
Codust 1999, pp. 55—59; 1L.X. A sxam 6 o B, Cpednosexosromo ceaumge nad anmus-
nus 2pad npu Xucap, AceHoBrpaa 2002, pp. s8—60. More generally, see: A. Bepos,
Hronomuueckomo passumue na beacapus npes sexoseme, Codust 1974, pp. 25—26.

> A. B e p o B, Hxonomuueckomo passumue na beseapus..., pp. 24-25; A. AHT € A0 B,
Passumue na ceackomo cmonancmso npes VIII-X e., [in:] Cmonancxa ucmopus na
bonzapus 681-1981,ed. A.Bepos etal, Codus 1981, pp. 37-38; i d e m, Crmonancxu
scusoms, [in:] Hcmopus na Emzapuﬂ 8 uemupuﬂaﬁecem moma, vol. 11, IIzpsa 55/Lzap57m
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Animal husbandry formed a traditional part of the Bulgarian economy.
It was also certainly known to the Slavs*. I have already mentioned that the
central part of the Dobrudzha region provided a perfect framework for
this type of farming’, and so did the so-called Pliska Field, in which the
Bulgarians founded their capital’, the foothills of the Balkan Mountains
and the Balkan Mountains proper, the mountain areas of Macedonia and,
in part, the Rhodope Mountains. In the latter half of the ninth century,
these were joined by the upland areas of Transylvania (the Carpathian
Mountains). Among the animals reared in the sub-mountain areas were
cows, oxen, buffalos, sheep, pigs, horses and domesticated birds’, of which

deprcasa, ed.id e m, Codus 1981, pp. 339—-340; K. A A a a5 0 B, Beaewxu 3a sunonpo-
u3600cmeomo 8 pannomo Goazapcxo cpednosexosue, Illlpe s, 1992, pp. 216—221;
N.boxuao B,,Ao5pyﬁ)fm..., pp-si—s2;I1.ITaBaoB, Cmanﬂﬂmopﬂsgumue na Ilspsomo
bsa2apcko yapcmso, [in:] M. Totionaxues M ITarnanrypcku, A Kocros,
N.Aaza pos,ILl.LITasaos,M.Pyces, Cmonancka ucmopus Ha beazapus, Beanxo
TopHoBoO 2011, p. 17. On the existance of one-crop system on some territories of the
Bulgarian state, especially in the mountains, see: . ITan x 0 Ba-ITe T k 0 B a, Kou sompoca
34 CCACKOCTRONAHCKAMA MEXHUKA 8 CPedrosexosra Boazapus u naxou cocednn barkancku
obnacmu, UMW 13, 1963, pp. 123-137.

+Z.Kurnatowska, Stowiarszczyzna Potudniowa, Wroctaw 1977, pp. 93, 100-104;
B.T10 3 ¢ a ¢ B, Hxonomuuecxo passumue, counaina cmpykmypa u fopmu Ha coyuarna
1 NOAUTNUYLECKA OP2aHU3AYUL HA npabrizapume 00 00pa3y8anemo a bsa2apckama Jsp-
wasa (IV-VII 6.), Apxe 21.4, 1979, pp. 13—14; I 1. A 0 6 p e B, Cmonancka xysmypa na
npaboazapume, Codus 1986, pp. 34—40.

s For this see Part Two, Chapter L, of the present monograph.

¢ In spite of the doubts that have recently been expressed (cf. D. Z i e m a n n, Pliska
and Preslav: Bulgarian Capitals between Relocation and Invention, [in:] Beazapcxo
Cpednosexosue: obugecmaso, aacm, ucmopus. Coopuux 6 4ecm na npod. 0-p Mususna
Katinaxamosa,ed. TH.Huxoaos, A.Hukoao s, Codus 2013, pp. 179-183) I find
that Pliska was, if not the first and the only one, then the most important centre of power
in Bulgaria in the early Middle Ages and, until the establishment of Preslav, Bulgaria’s
only capital.

"I K.Pu6ap o B, Bosaunuyume 8 6uma na Jcumeinme om Pano8usanmuiickomo
u cpednosexosno ceanmpe na Xucapazxa (Canser), Apxe 32.4, 1990, pp. s0-58; 3. B o e s,
H. Y1 A u e B, IImuyume u maxnomo suavenue 3a scumesnume na Beauxu Ilpecras
(IX-X 6.), Apxe 33.3, 1991, Pp. 44—53; M.Yaurosa, Teprux..., pp.18—21; H. M an e B,
Tvsedoszdcmsomo 6v6 Beauxu Ilpecras (IX-X 6.), Apxe 36.3/4, 1994, pp. 66—70;
A. Hun o s, 2Kusomnossdna u 106na deiinocm na obumamernme na xpenocmma,
[in:]B.Moros, [LAtanacos, Crana..., pp.329-343; A. AonuesallerkoBa,
Odspyu..., p. 59; A. Hu v o B, 2Kusomnossdua u 106una deiinocm 6 cpednosexosnom
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use was made both in farming and warfare (combat mounts were given
special care), and in the production of shoes (articles made of wool and
skin were quite widespread), clothing and food (meat, dairy products, fats).
Pope Nicholas’ response to the Bulgarians provides strong evidence of the
significant role of meat (especially lamb and pork) in the Bulgarians’ diet
in the latter half of the ninth century. Hunting for animals in the country’s
mountains and forests was a natural way of securing the meat supply®.
Some Arab sources testify to the use of animals as means of payment.
A pair of oxen, used as the main labour and transport force in agriculture,
served as the basic measurement unit and the basis on which taxes imposed
on individual households were calculated®. Animal husbandry began to
be dominated by the small horned cattle, the large one being used mainly
as animal draft force. Horses were imported from Central Europe and
Byzantium and it didn’t take long before they replaced the native steppe
breeds. Breeders and shepherds inhabited city centres, although animals
were raised mainly in rural areas. Written sources testify to the existence
(although their testimony refers to the eleventh century, it is highly likely
to be true also of carlier periods) of the groups of specialied mountain
shepherds who, after spring and summer spent in the Carpathians and
Macedonia’s mountain pastures (in the tenth century they hadn’t yet began
to migrate in the direction of the Haimos mountain range), would come
down from the mountains to live for the rest of the year in the valleys
and lowlands. I am referring here to the people known as the Vlachs (as
the Byzantines called them), that is, probably, the descendants of the

ceaume xpaii ceno Odzpyu, [in:] A. Aonaesa-Ilerxosa, Odspyu..., pp. 171-173;
H. X pu cuwm o B, Xpanama 6 ITspsomo Geazapcxo yapcmso, |in:] Cmandapmu na
scexudnesuemo npes Cpednosexosuemo u Hosomo speme, ed. K. Myradposa etal,
Beauxo T’LPHOBO 2012, pp. 201—232. For more on the topic see Part Two, Chapter III of
this book.

SM.Yaurosa, Lepnux..., pp. 17-18; A. Hu 1 o B, 2Kusomrossouna u sosna deii-
Hocm..., pp. 329—330 (tab. 1), 337, 339—340 (tab. 9), 343.

*G.Cankova-Petkova, Byzance et le developpement social et économique des
états balkaniques, [in:) Actes du premier Congres International des Etudes Balkaniques
et Sud-Est Européennes, Sofia, 26 dout — 1 septembre 1966, vol. 111, Histoire (V'=XV" 5.5
XV*-XVIFss.),ed. V.TapkovaZaimova,S.Dimitrov,E.Sarafova, Sofia

1969, pp. 345—346.
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Romanised Thracian tribes®. An interesting thesis regarding the signifi-
cance of the Bulgarian economy, especially the livestock farming, was put
forward by Mihail Voynov. According to the scholar, access to Bulgaria’s
economic potential was one of the reasons why the Byzantines, in the
970s, decided to invade the territories of their northern neighbour.
The main concern here was to ensure food supply for Constantinople,
and the Bulgarian lands were known for a great number of farmed
animals with which one could hope to meet the nutritional needs of
the inhabitants of the Byzantine capital".

2. Crafts and City Development

Sources from the ninth and tenth centuries (Hexameron by John the
Exarch, The Miracle of Saint George with the Bulgarian, Law for Judging
the People) indicate a significant development and an advanced level
of craftsmanship in Bulgaria. They also testify to the existence of the
division of labour and the specialisation of production. %aliﬁed artisans,
working in regular workshops, especially in the cities, were commissioned
to manufacture particular articles. The craft production fulfilled state
orders and met the needs of those whom we can describe as private cus-
tomers. Bulgaria’s territorial expansion, the development of new build-
ings, both sacral and secular (fortresses, palaces, monasteries, bathhouses,
churches etc.), and the construction of new roads and bridges, all of them

* M. Gy 6 ni, La transhumance des Viagues balkaniques au Moyen A:ge, Bsl 12, 1951,
pp-29—42; A. A Hr e A 0 B, Passumue na ceackomo..., pp. 38—40;id e m, Cmonancku...,
pp-340-341; V1. B o x u A 0 B, Jobpydsca..., p. 52. On the Vlachssee: E.Scirlitoiu,
The Balkan Viachs in the Light of Linguistic Studuies (Highlights and Contributions),
RESEE 17.1,1979, pp. 17-37; T.J. Winnifrith, The Viachs: The History of a Balkan
People, London 1987; 1. C za m a i s k a, Problem pochodzenia Wotochéw, [in:] Wedrdwka
i etnogeneza w starogytnosci i Sredniowieczn,ed. M.Salamon,J.Strzelczyk, Krakéw
2004, Pp. 327-335.

“M. Vojnov, Byzance et le potentiel economique de la Bulgarie, EB 13.2, 1977,

pp- 129-13L
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created demand for artisans, their skills and products. Excellent Byzantine
workshops weren’t able to fulfil all the orders, and there was no such
need. Trade and the spoils of war didn’t suffice to satisty the demand
for weapon (both offensive and defensive) and the horse-riding gear.
The country needed to develop its own workshops. Mining activity was
probably already in progress (the ore extraction), as evidenced by old Slav
toponyms such as Rudishte or Rudnik — both derived from the word ‘ruda’
(‘ore’). The discovery of iron lumps testifies to the exploitation of bog
iron ore and the use of bloomeries for its processing. In addition to the
processing of metals®, the country was also involved in the production

> See: C. ButasiH 0B, dannu 3a 06pabomxama Ha #ea230 8 yeHmposeme na
ITspsomo Geazapcro yapcmso, [in:] Cpednosexosnusim bsazapcxn 2pad,ed. TLITeTp o B,
Codus 1980, pp. 137-143; M. Yaurosa, Kem npoyUBaAHEMO HA (MAPobBALAPCKA-
ma memaronsacmuxa npes IX-X sex, Hp.C6 3, 1983, pp. 198—202; B.ITaeTHbpOB,
B. ITaB Ao Ba, Pannocpednosexosnu pemvunn naxpatinuyu 666 Bapuencxus apxe-
onozuvecku mysei, VHMB 28 (43), 1992, pp. 158—223; M.Yaurosa, Tepnux...,
pp- 22-38, 127-145, 149-163, 166-198 (however part of the finds are imports);
M. AoaMoBa, 32 dobusa na saamo u cpebpo 6 cpeﬁﬂoseka@uﬂ boazapus, THAM o,
1993, pp. 141-150; C. C T aH U A 0 B, Crmapoborzapckn pemsuns yKpacu ¢ npasos2eina
popma, [in:] Cooprux 6 wecm na axad. Aumumsp Anzenos, ed. B. B e s x o B, Codust
1994, pp. 177-189; A. Aonuesa-Ile 1k o Ba, [lewu 3a dobusare na yeis30 Kpati
sanadnama xpenocmua cmena na Ilincka, IIp 7, 1995, pp. 34—41; C. Butasnos,
3a naxou momenmu 8 passumuemo na 0s42apckomo cpednosexosHo yceae3oobpabomsare,
[in:] Meduesucmuunn uscaedsanus 6 namem na Iesio Aumumpos, ed. T. To T e B, lllymen
1995, pp. 306314, specifically pp. 307-309; B. Moros,I. ATanacos, Ckaia...,
pp- 93-124; A. Aonuesallerxosa, Odspyu..., pp. 61-62, 99—114, 120—130;
UX. Axam6os, Cpeﬁﬂoee%o(momo ceaumge..., pp. 63—64, 66-67; C. bounes,
Tsopbu Ha memanronsacmuxama coc csemuyu om Ipecias, ITKII 7, 2004, pp. 404—411;
B.ITaerHb 0B, [Ipoussodcmsomo na xorann 2apuumypu 8 panHoCcpedHo8eK06HA
beaeapus, Hp.CG 6,2004,pp.228-240; A.CTanues, Pﬂuﬂocpeauoeemsﬂu npocmenu
om gornda na Hemopuueckus myses — Pyce, [in:] ITpogp. d.u.1. Cmano Baxaunos u cped-
Hosexosuama beazapexa xyamypa, ed. K. ITonkoncrantunos b.bopucos,
P. Ko c¢ToBa, Beauko TspHOBO 2005, pp. 220-229 (it is important to underline
some of the findings are Byzantine imports); B. [p urt o p o B, Memaunu naxumu om
cpeﬁﬂo@e%omﬂz boacapus (VII-XI s.), Codust 2007; C. Aonuesna, Medarnonu
om cpednosexosra boazapus, Beauko ToproBo 20075 A. M 0 M 4 1 A 0 B, Mamepuainama
Kyamypa om spememo Ha Ilspsomo beazapcko yapcmso 6 Cesepousmouna 1paxus npes
IX-X 6., [in:] Hpoﬁflcmu Ha npaﬁmmpc%ﬂmﬂ ucmopus u Kyamypa, vol. IV.2, Cﬁopmﬁc
6 namem na cm.u.c. I cm. 0.u.m. Aumumep Ha. Aumumpos, ed. PPames, Codus
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of glass®, various tools (including of course lumberjack, blacksmith and
quarrying tools, as well as those used in construction works) and weapons.
Wood, stone and bone working were also well-developed™. Workshops
were established for the manufacture of construction ceramics®,

2007, pp. 291-294; E. E BT u M 0 B a, Sanasmuniicku usdeaus om Beauxu Ilpecaas,
lin:] Hsanxa Axpabosa-2Kandosa. In memoriam,ed. M.Baxannosa etal, Copus
2009, pp. 199—211; A. M o M 4 u A 0 B, Cmapobs.izapcxu ananxayun om $onda a ucmo-
puseckus myseii — Kapnobam, |in:] Laurea. In honorem Margaritae Vaklinova, vol. 11,
ed. B. ITerpyunosa, A.Asapxos, E.Bacuaesa, Copus 2009, pp. 167-178;
C.CraHuao B,Xyﬁoﬂfecmeeﬂwzm meman na Snamnus sex (IX—X1 6. ) Hpoaz/wfeﬂue
Ha memama, [in:] Bewuxomspnoscxusm Yunsepcumem “Cs. c. Kupua u Memoduir” u 65.41-
eapckama apxeonozus, vol. 1, ed. B. B o p u c o B, Beanxo TrpHOBO 2010, pp. 423-436;
C.bounes, C. Aonuesa, Cnapoborzapckn npouseoﬁecmeeﬂ yenmsp 3a xyﬁomecm-
sen meman npu ¢. Hosocea, Hlymencro, Beanxo TeproBo 2011 A. MoM4uu 0B,
Tamemuuyu na memaronsacmuxama om Maprein, UHAW 40, 2012, pp. 141-149.
Widely on the topic, see: I. K o 1 st p o B, [Tpunoc xeom ucmapusma na pydapcmsomo
u memanypeusma 8 beazapus, Codus 1953; H- M am z e r, Studia nad metalurgiq zela-
za na tevenie pélnocno-wschodniej Bulgarii we wezesnym sredniowieczu, Wroctaw 1988.
On carliest period see: C. C 1 a 1 u A 0 B, Xydowcecnsenusm meman na 6sizapcxomo
xancmeo na Aynasa 7—9 sex, Codust 2006.

5See: A. Aonuesa-llerkosa, )K. 3aaTunosa, Cmersapcka pabomuinn-
ya xpaii 3anadnama cmena 6 Ilincka, Apxe 20.4, 1978, pp. 37—48; T. Barabanos,
3a navaromo na cmexa006pabomsanemo u cmoxionpoussodcmsomo 6 Cpednosexosna
Boazapus, [in:] TIp.C6 3, 1983, pp. 228-240; V. Yaur o B a, [lepuu..., pp. 145-147;
M.IIranosa O npoussodcmse cmexia 8 enoxy Ilepsozo boszapcxozo yapemea, Ip.C6
4,1993, pp. 151-165; A. AonuesaIlerkosa, Odspyn...,p. 64;11. Komurosa,
Cmesrcaenu epusuu om Meanux, [in:] Lpunocu xom 6mmpcmzmﬂ apxeonrozu, vol. ITI-1V,
ed. C.Cranuasos ectal, Codus 2006, pp. 99-107.

4 See: T. To 1 e B, 32 06pabomxa na xocm 6 cpednosexosna beazapus, Apxe 4.3,1963,
pp- 83—92; C. b o 1 ¢ B, Xydoscecrmsenama pesba sspxy xocm — 8ps3xu u 6ausnus ¢ 0pyeume
npuroycru mexnuxu npes X sex, Ip.C6 3, 1983, pp. 149-159; M.Yaurosa, Tepnux...,
Pp- 38-55, 145—149, 163—-166; T. T 0 T ¢ B, Ko 851poca 3a meopuecmsomo na npecrasckume
maticmopu na pasana xocm npes IX—X 6., I11p, 6,1993, pp. 109—-115; C.BoHes, 34 npe-
crascxama xocmena naacmuxa, [IIKII 1, 1995, pp. 344-347; A. AonueBalleTkoBa,
Oazpqu..‘, pp- 62, 62—64, 82—88; A.H u s o B, Ocmmeoroenuna XAPAKIMEPUCIIUKA 1A KOC-
menume u pozosume uzdeans, [in:) A. Aonuesa-Ilerkosa, Odspyun..., pp. 174-177;
MNX.Axam6o0B, Cpeﬁﬂoeemtmomo ceaumge..., pp. 64—66; C. b o u e B, [lpecrascxama
pesba sspxy Kocm — cmapu meopou u Hoéu naxodxku, in:] Heanxa Axpabosa->Kandosa...,
pp- 143-153.

5See: C. AureaoBa, 32 npameoﬁocmgomo Ha CMPOUmesta Kepamura
6 Cesepousmouna Boazapus npes pannomo cpednosexosue, Apxe 13.3, 1971, pp. 3—21;
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kitchenware, tableware and the so-called ceramic icons produced for
worship purposes®. Of importance was also the role of artistic and
decorative handicraft (articles made of clay, metal and bones). The

T. To 1 e B, Kepamuunu nemu 8 vamama na 3306up “Bunuya® xpai [pecras, Apxe
15.4, 1973, pp. 58—68; B. Bb A 0 B, Bodocnabdseanemo na cpednosexosnume bpizap-
cxu 2padose u xpenocmu (VII-XIV 6.), Apxe 19.1, 1977, pp. 14—15, 19—21, 24—26, 27;
U. Asexcues, [pouvapckn newu u scuinma-norysemsnxu om IX-X 6. xpaii
c. Xomuuya, Beauxomsproscku oxpse, Apxe 19.4, 1977, pp. s5—60; M. Baxaunnosa,
Mamepuaru u npoussodcmso na npeciasckama xamenuna niacmuxa, I1p.C6 s, 1993,
pp- 68-101; A. M o M 1 u A 0 B, Mamepuasnama xysmypa..., pp. 294—295.

16 See: A. M u av e B, Paskonxu 6 [liucka sanadwno om Bempemnus 2pad npes 1959 2.,
Apxe 2.3, 1960, pp. 30-43; A. Aonuesa-Ilerkosa, Texnoroens na pannociagsu-
ckama u cmapobsazapckama bumosa xepamuxa (xpas na VI-X s.), Apxe 11.2, 1969,
pp- 10-24; b. Cyar o B, Hosoomxpum xepamuuen yewmep npu c. Xomuuya om pum-
cxama u cmapobsazapckama enoxa, Apxe 11.4, 1969, pp. 12—24, specifically pp. 22-24;
A.Aonuesa-IlerxoBa, Tpanesnama xepamuxa 8 boacapus npes VIII-XI 6., Apxe
12.1, 1970, pp. 12—25; e ad e m, Cpednosexosnn zaunenu csdose ¢ sempemnn yui,
Apxe 13.4, 1971, pp. 32-38; E.C. S chwar t z, Medieval Ceramic Decoration in Bulgaria,
Bsl 43.1,1982, pp. 45—50; T. To 1 ¢ B, Manacmupsm “Iyzsassxa” — yenmep na pucysana
xepamuxa 6 [Tpecras npes IX-X 6., Codusi 1982; V. anr o B a, [lepuuk..., pp. s7-77;
T. To r e B, [Ipecaasckume amennema 3a pucysana xepamuxa, Il pe 7,199, pp. 101-109;
B.MorosLAtaunacos, Cxasa...,pp.64-82; A. Aonuenallerkosa Odepyu...,
pp- 64-82; I.X. A x am 6 o B, Cpednosexosromo ceanmye..., pp. 47-57; 1. Tores,
Observations sur la céramique peinte du monastére aux alentours de ['église ronde (I église
d Or) a Preslav, |in:] Bulgaria Pontica Medii Aevi,vol.IV-V/1,ed. B.T'10 3 ¢ a ¢ B, Codust
2003, pp. 255—276; . B a c u a ¢ B, Koaexyus om pannocpednosexosna xepanuxa u csdose
yHuxamu om manacmupa 0o cnupxa Pasuna, [lposaduiicxo, [in:] Tanzpa. Céopruux 6 vecm na
70-200umsnurama na axad. Bacua oseres,ed. M. Katimaxamosa etal, Copus2006,
pp-367-382; A. M o M4 u & 0 B, Mamepuarnama xyimypa..., pp. 287-291; K.Croena,
Bumosama kepamuka om manacmupa 8 mecmuocmma Manacmupuemo xpaii Beauxu
Ipecras (npedsapumento cvobuenue), [in:] Beauxomasproscxusm Yuunsepcumen...,
pp- 525—538; T. To 1 ¢ B, Hosu mamepuaiu u nabawdenns 3a mpanesuama pucysana
xepamuxa om 06a manacmupa 68 Beauxu [lpecaas, TIKIL 10, 2008, pp. 404—417;
C. Cranu o, Habuwdenus no popmupanemo na 0pHameHmainama cucmema 6 0z4-
eapckama xydowcecmeena xepamuxa om IX-X eex, [in:] Heanxa Axpabosa->Kandosa...,
pp- 129-142; T. To 1 e B, Ase pucysanu berozaurenn mpanesni 641004 ¢ Aumypzu4ecko
npednasnavenne u ynompebda om ceauuge 666 Beauxu pecaas, ITKII 11, 2010, pp. 254-259;
id e m, Casmas Bozopoduya 6 uckycemese Beauxozo [pecaasa (IX-X ss.), ITKIII 13, 2013,
pp- 350—360. For more on the topic, see: A. A onueBa-Ile 1k 0B a, boseapcka bumosa
Kepamuxa npes paunomo cpednosexosue, Codusi 1977; T. T o 1 ¢ B, Kepamuunama uxona
8 cpednosexosra beazapus, Codus 2001
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manufacture of such articles established its presence especially in Preslav?.
Spinning, weaving and needle-craft were also represented®.

In spite of the significant development and progressing specialisation
of craft production, rural households satisfied their craftwork needs,
at least in part, out of their own production, although commissioned
work wasn’t entirely absent from the Bulgarian countryside either. The
links between rural areas and city markets were still very poor (although
not non-existent). As in Byzantium, the more important sectors of the
craft production remained under the control of the state, which means

7 See: C. CranuaoBs, Memainu eapuumypu 3a pemoyu u 0baexio om dopeya
606 Beauxu Ilpecras, Il pe 7, 1995, pp. 110-135; C. Bu T A 51 1 0 B, Hosoomxpumu
Haxumuu npedmemu u esemum #a obaexsomo om Beauxu pecaas, ITKI 7, 2004,
pp- 412—423; id e m, Xapaxmep u roxarusayus na npoussodcmesenume cmpyxmypu
8 NBPBUME CIROAUHHYL YEHMPOBE HA bpa2apckama Ispicasa [laucka u Beauxu [lpecaas,
lin:] ITemysanusma 6 cpednosexosna boazapus. Mamepuann om nspeama naynonaina
xougepenyus “Tlomysane xom boaseapus. [Temysanusma 6 cpednosexosna boazapus
u cospemennuam mypusom’, lymen, 8—11.05.2008 2., ed. 1. 1o p o a 1 0 B, Beanxo
TbpHOBO 2009, pp. 373-381; T. To T ¢ B, P. P a w e B, Ho6u dannu 3a cmapobeizapckomo
uskyemso (VIII-X 6.), [IKI 12, 2012, pp. 387394, specifically pp. 390-394 (Christian
period). Relying on the name of one of the tsarist residences in today’s Albania, namely
Koprinishta (here in plural, derived from the word koprina - ‘silk’), where, during the
fighting against Basil II in 1018, bolyar Ivats, one of the commanders of the Bulgarian
army took shelter, some scholars claim the Bulgarians may have been familiar with the
techniques of the production of silk (I'T. ITa B A 0 B, Cmonancxo..., p.19). However, this
view runs counter to what we learn from Russian Primary Chronicle (AM 6477, p. 68),
in which precious fabrics (certainly silk ones), brought to Bulgaria from Byzantium from
at least the end of the 960s, are mentioned. Of course, if we take seriously the account
of the Chronicle into consideration (for that see below), however even if we doubt it
there are also other evidences for such an imports from the Empire. The name of the
residence can also be understood as referring to a place in which a large amount of silk
goods was gathered, a kind of a synonym of the seat of a ruler who enjoyed the exclusive
right to wear robes made of this material. The name would be an excellent match for one
of the residences of the Bulgarian tsar. However, we can’t confidently dismiss the view
that under the rulers of the Cometopouloi dynasty the Bulgarians obtained access to
one of the most strictly guarded Byzantine secrets, that is, the production of silk. This
toponym is simply the only evidence of the fact we have. At this stage of the research
process it must be treated only as weakly documented hypothesis.

8 Cf. M. Yaunrosa, [lepuuk..., pp. s5-57; . Aonuensallerkosa, Odspyu...,

pp- 89-91.
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that only some artisans manufactured goods for the domestic market”.
It was no different with monastic communities which, while striving to
satisfy mainly their own needs, were probably also involved in producing
goods for worship purposes and completed orders placed by outsiders
— for example, by representatives of the Church hierarchy*. This view
is of course based on the assumption that the remains of some of the
buildings discovered by archaeologists can be legitimately identified with
former monasteries.

Although, as is indicated by archacological excavations (mostly of
a surface type), there was a great number of settlement sites in Bulgaria
(30 masonry fortresses and 280 unfortified settlements are known to have
existed in Dobrudzha alone)* in the second phase of the early Middle

© A. AurenoB, Passumue na sanasmume upy&ap[meomo npes VIII-X 6., [in:]
Cmonancka ucmopus..., pp. 40-42; id e m, Cmonancku susom..., pp. 341-342;
I.T. AutaBpun, Buympennsiii kpusuc, no6visi nodvies 1 60ppba 3a ne3asucumocms,
lin:] Kpamxas ucmopus Boazapuu. C dpesnuesimux spemen o namux duets, ed. id e m,
MockBa1987,p.83; M. boxuao B,Ao5pyﬁa¢m..., pp-s2,56;IL.ITas A 0B, Cmonancko...,
p- 19.

* C.ButasHoB,3a cmonanckus 0baux na manacmupa npu Lorsmama basuiuxa
6 [Tancka, Apxe 26.2/3,1984, pp. 95—102; i d e m, Crmonancxusm obaux na cmoswunume
manacmupu npes IX-X sex, Il Ipe 7, 1995, pp. 92—100; i d e m, Die bulgarischen Kloster
(im Mittelalter) — universale Produktionszentren, ITYEKIT.TKHUB 6, 2004, pp. 145-149.

* For Dobrudzha see: M. b o x u a 0 B, do6pydsca..., pp. 30-3 . Atanacos,
Aobpyoncancromo decnomemso. Kem nosnmuneckama, yspxosHama, cmonancxama m xyi-
myprama ucmopus Ha Aoﬁpy&}fm npes XIV sex, Beanxo T’prOBO 2009, p. 13. For the
whole country territory see e.g.: B. Tonx 0 Ba-3 aum o B a, Kpenocmu u yxpenenn
2padose npes ITspsomo Geazapcxo yapemso. Crnoped csedernns om susanmusickume asmopi,
BC 25.3, 1956, pp. 40—61; JK. B bk a p o B a, Cpednosexosnu obexmu no dosunume na
pexume Lubpuya u Ozocma (no mamepuanu om pasysuasanemo npes 1962—1963 2.), UAV
28,1965, pp. 231-245; I1.C. K o a ¢ A a p 0 B, Koam sompoca 3a passumuemo na ceanumynama
MPENCA 1 HETLHUINE EACMEHINI. 8 CPOUHAMA th U3MOUHAMA Yacm Ha Baskanume om VII
do XVIII 6., INU 18, 1967, pp- 89-146; C.BakauHnos, 32 XApaKmepa Ha panuo-
bzacapcxama ceanmya mpeyca 6 Cesepousmouna boazapus, Apxe 14.1, 1972, pp. 9—13;
JK.B b xap osa, Cesnma u nexponosu (xpas na VI-XI 6.), Apxe 16.3, 1974, pp. 9-27;
M. A eBeasxueB, Kpamka ucmopus na cesnusnomo passumue no 0si2apcxume 3emi,
Co(])m{ 1979, pp- 68-118; P. Ba c u a e B, [lpoyusanusma na cragsnckume apxeosozue-
cxu namemuuyu om Cesepta beseapus om xpas wa VI do kpas na X ., Apxe 21.3, 1979,
pp.-12—22;b.bopucos, Cpe&uogexogﬂoma ceno npes IX—XI1I 6. na mepumopusma na
Onemna FOzousmouna boazapus, [in:] Ipop. d.u.. Cmanno Baxaunos..., pp. 310-317;
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Ages, the municipal centres proper were far and few between. Their rise
and development was twofold. Some were Byzantine cities captured by the
Bulgarians and some grew around the centres of Bulgarian power brought
into existence iz crudo radice”. The former can be divided into two
groups: those which existed until the invasion of the Bulgarians at the end
of the seventh century (for example, Dorostolon/Diristra) or were seized
through conquest in the ninth and tenth centuries (e.g. Serdica, Beroe,
Philippoupolis, Mesembria, Anchialos, Develtos, Sozopolis); and those
which had had been destroyed in the period before the arrival of khan
Asparuh, and, having been abandoned by the subjects of Byzantine empe-
rors, were reconstructed in the ninth century (for example, Bdin, Belgrade,
Skopje, Sirmium)** by Bulgarian rulers who, in rebuilding them, drew

T.O Buap o s, Cernma om IIspsomo bsacapcxo yapcmso 656 Beauxomsproscka obracm,
lin:] Ommyxa sanousa beazapus. Mamepuain om 6mopama nayuonaina Konpepenyus
10 ucmopus, apxeorozus u Kysmypen mypusom ‘Ilsmysane xom boazapus” — Llymen,
14-16.05.2010 200una, ed. V1. 1o p A a1 o B, LllymeH 2011, pp. 430—434.

»Cf.A.Be p o B, Hxoromuueckomo passumue na Eb/tzapwz..., pp- 28—29.

3 See: LI A ut aB p un, Buympennwiii xpusuc..., p. 83. More widely on the topic:
A. A A aaxo 8, Busaumuiickusm z]ma u 5mzapume VII-IX sex ( 70 apxeoroeusecku
dannu), Codust 2009.

*+ On these centres see: Dorostolon/Dristra — A. Ky 3 ¢ B, Apacmap, [in:] Boazapcxu
cpednosexosnu 2padose u xpenocmu, vol. I, Ipadose u xpenocmu no Aynas u Yepno Mope, ed.
A. Ky 3eB,B.I'03eaeB, Bapua98y, pp. 177-18s; I ATaHaco B, Xpucmusauckuam
Aypocmopym—Apscmsp. Aopocmosckama enapxus npes KoCHAMA AHMULHOCT
u Cpe&ﬂosemsuemo 1V-X1V 8. Hcmopus, apxeorozus, kyimypa u usxycmso, Bapua 2007,
pp- 79—231; Serdica/Sredets/ Triaditsa— A. A an v e Ba-Bacuac s a, Homopus na cped-
H08eK0BHA Caﬁwz om IV-XIV sex, Cocl)m{ 2017, pp. 21-125; Beroe -I'H. Huxoa o,
Boenro-norumunecka ucmopus na cpednosexosnus 2pad bopyi, BC 50.3,1981, pp. 34—44;
D. A 1 x o B, Cpednosexosnu 2pobose om Cmapa 3azopa, [in:] Hemopuxo-apxeorozuueckn
uscaedsanus. B namem na npop. 0-p Cmanyo Baxiunos, ed. K.IIOMKOHCTAaHTHHOB,
Beauko TwpHoBO 1994, pp. 121-127; K. Kaltschev, Das Befestigungssystem
von Augusta Traiana — Beroe (Heute Stara Zagom) im 2.—6. Jh.U.Z., ABu 3.2, 1998,
pp- 88—107; Philippoupolis/Plovdiv — A. Aanuesa-Bacuaesa, [1108dus npes
Cpednosexosuemo IV-XIV 8., Codust 2009, pp. 31-54, 214223, 244-246, 272274,
289-291, 314-323, 326, 355—356; Mesembria — XK. Y u M 6 y a ¢ B a, Mecemspus—Hecebsp,
[in:] B.Beaxos, A. Oruenosa-Mapunosa, XK. Yumbyaesa, Mecembpus—
Mecemspus—Hecebzp, Codust 1991, pp. 72—91; V. G ju z e L e v, Die mittelalterliche Stadt
Mesembria (Nesebir) im 6.~15. Jh., BHR 6.1,1978, pp. s0—59; Anchialos—-B.T'o s e ae B,
Anxuano, in:] Boazapcxu cpednosexosnu zpadose..., pp. 356—382; B.Troseacs,
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inspiration from Byzantium, relying on the assistance of the captive crafts-
men from the Empire. In the last case the Slav settlers usually took over
the ruins of the former city.

Among the cities which grew around the centres of Bulgarian power,
one should mention Pliska and Great Preslav. The Byzantines referred
to them using words wé)ig and dotv, which were usually used to refer to
towns. Among them were also some of the centres along the Danube and
Black Sea shores and some larger cities inland. The Bulgarian province
in turn was predominantly home to small fortresses (performing mainly
military function) and administrative and church centres, referred to in the
sources as KAoTpov, dpodptov, Epuua, TéAopa, koudmohg and woAiyviov.

Cpednosexosnusm Aunxuanro (VI-XV 6.), [in:] Hemopus na Homopue, vol. 1, Apesnocm
u cespemne, ed. A. Opaves, B. Bacuavunna, Byprac 2011, pp. 45-65; Develtos
- Ch.Dimitrov, Diefrihmittelalterliche Stadt Debeltos zwischen Byzanz und Bulgarien
vom achten bis zehnte Jabrhundert, [in:] Die Schwarzmeerkiiste in der Spatantike und
frithen Mittelalter,ed. R.Pillinger, A.Pilz, H. Vetters, Wien 1992, pp. 35-45;
M.Bbaa6boaosalBanosa, Cpednosexosouii Aeseam 6 VIII-X se., [in:] Bulgaria
Pontica Medii Aevi,vol. IV/V.1,ed. B.T'10 3 ¢ a ¢ B, Codus 2003, pp. 79-84; Sozopolis
- B. Aumurtpos, Cosonoa, [in:] Boszapcxu cpednosexosnu zpadose..., pp. 388—407;
idem, Sozopol, Sofia 2012, pp. 199-220; Bdin — C. Muxa i a 0 B, Apxeonoenyecxu
npoy«sanus na kpenocmma baba Buda 666 Budun, Apxe 3.3,1961, pp. 1-8; W.Swoboda,
Widin, [in:] SSS, vol. VI, pp. 421—422; 5. Ky 3y n1 0 B, 3amexem “baba Buda”, MIIK 20.4,
1980, pp. 7-12; A. Ky 3 ¢ B, Bdun, [in:] boazapcxu cpednosexosuu 2padose..., pp. 98—11s;
B. B v a0 B, Cedarumemo u mepumopuarnusm obxeam na bounckama obaacm om
cpedama na IX do navaromo na XI sex, UMCP 13, 1987, pp. 21-45; V.Besevliev,
Die Herkunft des Stadtnamens bpadus, LBa31.1/2,1988, pp. 43-44; 1. bara6anos,
C.Bosaxues H. Tyaew ko s, Kpenocmuo cmpoumencmso no berzapcxume semi,
Codust 2000, p. 60; I'H. Hu x 0 a 0 B, Llewmparusom u pezuonaisusem 8 pannocpeo-
nosexosua boazapus (xpas na VII — navaromo na XI 6.), Codus 200s, pp. 192-193;
Belgrad - J. Kaanuh-Mujym ko8 uh, Beozpad y cpednjem sexy, beorpaa 1967; Skopje
—A. A ep oxo, Cpednosexosnu zpad Cxonje, CAH.C 120,1971, pp. 1-16; L. Mux yau u h,
Cmapo Cronje co oxoanume mspounu, Cxonje 1982; Srem — B. ITo i o B u h, Cupmuym,
2pad yapesa u myuenuxa, Cpevmcka Mutposuua 2003; S. Tur L e j, Sirmium w péznym
antyku, [in:] Florilegium. Studia ofiarowane Profesorowi Aleksandrowi Krawczukow:
% okazji dziewigidziesigre] pigrej rocznicy urodzin,ed. E.Dabrowa, T.Grabowski,
M.Piedgon, Krakéw 2017, pp. 445-460.
»See: B. TonkoBa-3aumosa, Kpenocmu u yxpenenu zpadose..., p. 40;
PS.Koledarov, On the Initial Type Differentiation of Inhabited Localities in the
Central Balkan Peninsula in Ancient Times, EH 3,1966, pp. 31-52; i d e m, Place-Names
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The layout of all these centres was typically based on the division into the
internal and external town. The former was where the authorities (both
religious and secular) were based while the latter, inhabited by the major-
ity of the population, was where the economic life was concentrated®®.
Throughout the Middle Ages, the economic activity of the inhabitants
of Bulgarian cities, and of many other cities in the Balkans, was marked
by the combination of land cultivation with craftwork®.

classification in the central part of the Balkan Peninsula in the Middle ages, [in:] Actes
du premier Congres International des Etudes Balkaniques et Sud-Est Européennes,
Sofia, 26 dout — 1 septembre 1966, vol. 111, Histoire (V'-XV" ss.; XV*~XVII ss.), ed.
V.TipkovaZaimova,S.Dimitrov,E.Sarafova,Sofia1969, pp.277-286.

*See: A. Aureaos, Ken ssnpoca sa cpednosexosuus bpazapcxu zpad, Apxe 2.3,
1960, pp. 9—22; C. A uw e B, Ouge 8ednoon 3a 8v3nuxsanemo na bsicapcxus cpednose-
Kosen 2pad, T 30.6, 1974, pp. 70-77; . Yaur o B a, Kem 6anpoca sa yempoiicmsomo
Ha cpednosexosuns boazapcku 2pad (IX-XIV s.), [in:] Apxumexmypama na ITopsama
u Bmopama beacapcka dspycasa. Mamepuaau, ed. T. Kox y xap o B, Codust 1975,
pp- 79-101, specifically pp. 80-93, 98—99; A.MI. Aumur p o B, Besnuxsarnemo na
2padcxu yenwmpose 8 Cesepousmoyna Boazapus, [in:] Cpednosexosuusm Goazapcxn 2pao...,
pp- 35—45; A. O Buap o B, Besuuxsearne u ofpopmsne na Ilpecras xamo cpedrnosexoser
2pad (IX-X 6.), [in:] Cpednosexosnusm Goazapcxku 2pad..., pp. 107-116; [L. ITeTp o B,
Hxou npobaemu na cpednosexosuns Goazapcxu 2pad, [in:] Cpednosexosnusim Goazapcxi
2pad..., pp. 8-10,12-13,17-19; A. A HT ¢ A 0 B, Bosnureane u ycmpoticmso wa padoseme,
lin:] Cmonancka ucmopns..., pp. 49-52; id e m, Cmonarcku ycusom..., pp. 350-352;
C.MuxaiiaoBs, 3a Hakou xapaxmepuu wepmu na 0z12apckus cpednosexosen zpad,
I1p.C6 3, 1983, pp. 188-195; P. Pam ¢ B, Ays u 2pad 6 Beazapus npes VIII-IX s.,
lin:] Cboprux 6 wecm na axad. Aumumsp Anzeros..., pp. 170-177; M. Baxaunosa,
Ipadsm na Geazapcxomo cpednosexosue, [in:] Bulgarian medieval town. Technologies, ed.
N . Olepesa, K. Manamea, Codus 1995, pp. 2—6; M. b ox u a 0 B, dobpydica...,
pp-29-35; [L.ITa B a 0 B, Cmonancxo..., pp. 18-19. Sec also: C. M nxa i1 a 0 B, 3a naxou
xapaxmepnn yepmu Ha vazapckus cpednosexosen 2pad, Ip.Co. 3, 1983, pp. 188—195;
P.ITan o Ba, Mopgoroens na cpednosexosuus bsazapcxn 2pad, IT1 56.1/2, 2000, pp. 3-21;
e ad e m, Acnexmu na mopporozusma na cpednosexosuus beazapcxu zpad, Mus 9.1, 2002,
pp- 19-30.

7 I.I. A ut a B p u o, Buympennoui kpusuc..., p. 84; for alater period see: A.J1. IT o A b1-
B sLH H bl W, baskanckuii 20pod XIII-XV 6. — munosozus u cneyupuxa passumus, EB

20.1, 1984, p. 47.
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3. Trade

Trade exchange between different Bulgarian urban centres, and especially
the economic relations between the cities and the rural areas, aren’t well
documented. The primary sources contain very few references regarding
the functioning of the fairs in which different commodities were traded.
It is sometimes argued that the self-sufficiency of the majority of farms and
the extensive system of obligations (the so-called angaria)** imposed on
the subjects by the state didnt encourage the expansion of the domestic
market*. Although these opinions are fully justified, the domestic trade is
logical and it would be a mistake to deny it. Even the highly self-sufficient
farms weren’t able to meet all the agriculture-based needs. It was especially
with regard to the use of high quality metal articles that one had to rely on
the services of a qualified blacksmith. In addition, one shouldn’t lose sight
of the specialised artisans who weren’t engaged either in land cultivation
or in animal husbandry and had to acquire food through trade, even if
many of them were employed in the state workshops. The Bulgarian state
consisted, in the main, of free people, and the various obligations they
were required to fulfil didn’t prevent them from (after all, in fulfilling
these obligations they were supposed to work for a specific amount of time
or produce a specific number of articles) performing some paid work.
That this was the case is indicated by the development of city centres
and the progressing diversification of their craft production. Excavations
carried out in Bulgaria’s capital cities have revealed a number of rooms
interpreted as commercial Joca®. All of this is evidence of the economic
activity that involved the production, if only vestigial, of articles for sale

** For more on taxes and the obligations imposed on the subjects by the state see:
G.CankovaPetkova, Byzance..., pp. 345-347; . Bua st p c x u, Quckaana cuc-
mema Ha cpednosexosna boazapus, [1aoBaus 2010.

» A.b e p o B, Hxonomuueckomo passumue na beseapus..., pp. 27-29. Cf.C.Aumes,
3a nponursanemo u possma na napume 668 peodarta beszapus, Codus 1958, pp. s9—8o.

© M. Y aur oBa, Tapeoscxu nomengenns xpaii wxncrama Kpenocmnua cmena 6 Ilpecias,
HAU 21,1956, pp- 232—290; A. M u a4 e B, [Ipoyusanus Ha paHHOCAABIHCKANA KYAMY A
6 Boazapus u na Iliucka npes nocaednume dsadecem 200unu, Apxe 63,1964, p.30;1d e m,
3anasmuuticku u mep2o8cKu NOMEUEHUS CCBEPHO 01N WHCHAIMA NOPINA Ha BBINPEULHUS



Chapter II. The Economy 217

and wasn’t bound up only with the disposal of the surplus of one’s own
products. Based on both the written and archaceological sources, it can be
argued that the Bulgarians were engaged mainly in barter trade (goods
traded for goods), since Bulgaria didn’t mint its own coins in the period
under consideration, and the Byzantines ones were hoarded. As can be
inferred from al-Masudi’s account, the Bulgarians paid for purchased
goods with farmed animals”’. However, it can’t be ruled out that the
Byzantine coin was also used as a means of payment (probably in larger
cities). It is recently argued that there were mints near Great Preslav (in,
among others, Nadarevo, Novosel, Smyadovo) minting imitations of sil-
ver and gold Byzantine coins. Their existence dates from the end of the
ninth to the third quarter of the tenth centuries™ This view, which may
be true, supports the belief in the partial introduction of coin into the
Bulgarian state.

The growth, both quantitative and qualitative, of the agricultural and
craft output, coupled with some specialisation of the Bulgarian economy
(articles traditionally manufactured by the Bulgarians and valued by for-
eign merchants) made it possible for the subjects of the Bulgarian rulers
to enter a wider international market.

It must be stressed that the baptism of the Bulgarians and the establish-
ment of the lasting peace between Bulgaria and Byzantium in the 860s
resulted in the strengthening of the economic ties between the two coun-
tries. This is indicated by the increased number of Byzantine emperors’

2pad wa Iluncka, [in:) Apxumexmypama na ITspsama u Bmopama bs12apcka dspocasa...,
pp- 246271

* C. A w1 e B, 3a nponursanemo u possma wa napume..., pp. 59—117; A. AHT € A 0 B,
Bzmpemud u sonmna mep2osus npes VII-X s., [in:] Cmonancxa ucmopu...,
pp- 42—43; i d e m, Cmonancku ycusom..., pp. 342—346; V1. b o 5x u a 0 B, Jobpydsca...,
p- 56; A. Cume o osa, [emysane kom Koncmanmunonoa. Topeosus u xomynuxa-
yuu 6 Cpedusemnomopcxus césm (kpas na IX — 70-me 200unu na XI c.), Codus 2006,
p-140; [1.ITaBA OB, Cmonawncko..., pp- 19—20. CE . Uo p AaHo B, Xapakmep na
MOHEMHAMA YUPKYAAYUS 8 Cpednosexosnume boazapcku cmosuyu Ilpecias u Tsproso,
lin:] Cpednosexosuusm Geazapcku 2pad..., pp. 229-239.

 Cf. T. Tu x o B, Haxou acnexmu na ssnmnama mepeosus na boazapus u Busanmus
npes nepuaﬁa VII-X sex, [in:] IIsmysanuama 6 cpeaﬂogemmm Eb/tzapwz..., pp- 330,

332-333.
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bronze and gold coins found in Dobrudzha and in the Danube Delta®.
It was necessary to provide new church buildings with proper decorations
and to equip them with all kinds of objects used in Christian ceremonies.
Bulgarian aristocracy was becoming increasingly interested in acquiring
luxury goods: jewellery and Syrian and Byzantine clothes**. The higher
clergy also tried to emulate way of life of their Byzantine confreres. Glazed
ceramic vessels, Syro-Mesopotamian faience, Syrian glassware contain-
ing relief representations were imported to Preslav’s from the Empire
while slaves®, metal ores (including iron), flax products, flax itself (from
the valley of the river Struma and the Black Sea area), skins, honey, wax
and cattle husbandry products were exported by Bulgarian merchants
to Constantinople. The latter even had their own marketplace in the
Byzantine capital. It was located probably near the seat of Rus’ merchants,
in a district surrounding the St. Mamas Monastery (?)*". It is worth noting

#See:E.OberlinderTArnoveanu, Lamonnaiedans [ espace rural byzantin
des Balkans orientaux — un essai de synthése au commencement du XXT siécle, Peu 1 (14), 2003,
PpP- 335—406, specifically pp. 344-347,376-377; Gh. Minucu-Adamesteannu,
La diffusion de la monnaie byzantine en Dobroudja anx IX*~ X siécles, RESEE 34.4, 1996,
pp- 275—287. For the last scholar this is evidence of Byzantium’s presence in particular
centres of Dobrudzha.

#See: 1. K1ouyxosa, . Vo paan o s, Busawmuiickume moxanu u 6o42apcxusm
saademenckn dsop (X 6.) (Ilevam na enapxa, xumamun u exsonpam Duiomeit, Hame-
pen 6 ITpecaas), [in:] Laurea..., pp. 155—165. Authors analyse Philotheos’ seal from the
beginning of the tenth century found in Preslav. Philotheos was a Byzantine dignitary
responsible for overseeing the export of silk robes. Identifying him with, known from
the sources of the period, a bishop by the same name who tried adherents of the usurper
Constantine Doukas, they advance the thesis that he was sent to Bulgarian Symeon to
give him imperial robe. The Byzantine authorities had just granted the Bulgarian ruler
the right to use the title basileus. For more on the restrictions and permissions regarding
the export of partticular Byzantine goods see: A. B e p o B, Hxonomunecxomo passumue
#a Boazapus..., p.30; A. Cume o HoBa, [Temysarne..., pp. 245—251L

% Cf.1.a.: M. M a H 0 A 0 B a, Keu sonpoca 3a pasnocmpanennemo na berozaunenama
BUAHTNUILCKA MPANE3HA KePAMUKA 8 bpazapckume 3emu om Kpas #a VI do kpas na XII
sex, Apxe 41.1/2, 2000, pp. I-1s.

* Bulgaria’s transit role and Bulgarian merchants’ participation in this trade is more
likely, see: A. Cume o 1o B a, [Temysane..., pp. 137—140.

7 Theideais of S. Run ciman (A4 History of the First Bulgarian Empire, London
1930, p. 144). On the Rus’ quarter see e.g. T. T o M o B, Koncmanmurnonoa u pycxama
Kxoaonus (o 1204 2.), Codus [s.a.], pp. 54, 67.
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that trade with the Empire was based on monetary payments. Bulgarian
merchants bought luxury goods, sought after in their own country, with
the money they had obtained for their own products®. An important
trading point, in addition to Constantinople, was Thessalonike, especially
at the beginning of the tenth century, when the Bulgarian border ran
at a distance of 22 kilometres to the north of this metropolis. Testament
to the city’s extensive trade is the sigillographical material from the cus-
toms post located there. Byzantine sources also refer to the commercial
activity of the Slavs (the Drougovitai and the Sagudates) from southern
Macedonia who, remaining in part under Bulgarian rule, traded with
merchants from Thessalonike®.

Scholars have identified a few trading points between Byzantium
and Bulgaria, including Adrianople, Constantinople and Thessalonike*.
In order to get to these cities, Bulgarian merchants took land routes, rely-
ing on draught animals for transporting their commodities*. The main
point handling Bulgaro-Byzantine trade in Thrace, Develtos was certainly
among the most important trade centres in question. The goods which
Bulgarian merchants took to Byzantine capital were, in all probability,
loaded onto ships in this town* It isn’t certain whether Pereyaslavets’
role in the north was similar to the role Develtos played in the south.
There is sigillographical evidence indicating Bulgarians’ contacts with
Byzantine officials responsible for overseeing trade with foreigners,

# See: B. Prim ov, Certain Aspects of the International Importance of the First
Bulgarian Empire, EHi s, 1970, pp. 195-197; A. b ¢ p 0 B, Hxonomuueckomo passu-
mue na beazapus..., pp. 29—30; A. AHT e A0 B, Bempeuna u sonmna mep206us...,
pp- 44—45;1d e m, Cmonancku scusom..., pp. 346—347; A. Cume o 1 o B a, [Temysane...,
pp- 144-146; T. Tu x 0 B, Haxou acnexmau..., pp. 329-331,332; C. C 0 p o wa 1, 06 eso1y-
YU MOP2060-EKOHOMULECKOLL NOAUINUKYL Busanmuu na Huxncrem Ho&yﬂasbe e VII-X gs.,
ITp.C6 7, 2013, pp. 249—25L

¥ B.Primov, Certain Aspea‘.v..., p. 207; M. Yaurosa, Tlepnux..., pp. 199, 202;
T. Tux o B, Haxou acnexmu..., p. 331. Cf. IL. T'e o p r u e B, dunisomamuuecku u mop-
208CKU 3Hayu-nedamu 6668 Busanmus u crassuckume cmpanu, IT'CY.HLICBITHA 82
(z), 1988, pp. 21-32.

.U B awu o B, Busanmuiicku xomepxuapuu 3a boieapus (681-971), [in:] Aozo60pu,
xopa, cdbu,ed. B.Muxuena, C.ITerxkoBa, B.I[laBaoB, Bapna 2000, pp. 17-24.

#A.Cumeonosa, [lemysane..., pp. 133, 141-142.

# Ibidem, pp. 133, 134-135.
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but some scholars link it with the activity, which took place not in the
latter half of the tenth century but in the 1030s, of Byzantines them-
selves®. The famous passage from Russian Primary Chronicle put into
Svyatoslav’s mouth might be regarded as evidence that Bulgaria main-
tained trade relations with many countries and was visited by merchants
from many parts of Europe. Gold and, most likely, silk robes, wines and
fruit were brought in from Byzantium, silver and horses from Czech
and Hungary and skin, wax, honey and slaves from Ruthenia*+. Although
the present state of research doesn’t allow us to deny emphatically the
importance of this city for Bulgaria’s economy during Peter’s reign,
the source’s famous account seems to reflect Byzantium’s trade with
Ruthenia and other territories in the eleventh and at the beginning of the
twelfth centuries®.

Located along the river Danube and the western coast of the Black Sea,
such harbour centres as Bdin, Dristra, Develtos, Mesembria, Anchialos,
Sozopolis, and, perhaps, Pereyaslavets (the list could be extended to
include other less known places), played a significant role in Bulgaria’s
long-distance trade. This goes especially for contacts with Ruthenian and
Byzantine merchants who used water route along the Sea. The former
stopped at convenient places along the Bulgarian coast, supplying them-
selves with food they needed on the way to Constantinople and offering
in exchange some of the goods they transported*‘. There is linguistic
evidence to suggest the existence of direct or indirect economic contacts
between Bulgarians and the inhabitants of the Italian Peninsula already

“M.Konosanrosa,B.Ilepexasxko, dpesnas Pyco u Huxcrnee [1odynasue,
Mocksa 2000, pp. 54, 63; M. P a e B, [lepesciasey na Aynas — smum u desicmsumentrocm
6 peuma na xnu3 Cesmocaas 6 ‘Tlosecmo spemennvix aem”, TCY.HLICBITUA 95 (14),
2006, p. 195.

* Russian Primary Chronicle, AM 6477, p. 68.

“ M. Paes, Ilepescrasey..., pp. 193—203.

+ See: B.Prim ov, Certain Aspects..., pp. 201-206; A. b e p o B, Hxonomuueckomo
passumue na boazapus..., pp. 30-31; A. AHT ¢ A 0 B, Bempemna u 6sHmna mepeosus...,
Pp- 44-49; i d e m, Cmonancxku scusom..., pp. 346—350; V1. b o x u a o B, Jobpydca...,
p-56; A CuMeoHOBA, Ilzmysane..., pp. 134, 152—156; I1. ITaB A O B, Cmonancko...,

pp. 20—21.
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during the tenth century*. Bulgarian merchants are likely to have acted
as intermediaries between East and West and between Byzantium and
Central Europe*®.

Conclusion. The first issue that needs to be stressed are the strong ties
linking the Bulgarian and Byzantine economies, both in terms of trade
and in terms of the lessons the Bulgarians drew from these contacts. Some
Bulgarian areas — Thracian, Macedonian and the Black Sea regions — were
agriculturally linked with the main urban centres of the Empire, including
in particular Constantinople and Thessalonike. These regions served
as the supply base of these metropolises, providing them with food and
gaining a significant financial and technological support, including the
possibility of growing new crops, raising new animals and, generally, know-
ing the achievements of Byzantine agriculture.
The state control of some sectors of the craft production, the possibil-
ity of bringing goods from Byzantium and the dominance of barter trade
— all of this appears to indicate that Bulgaria’s urban economy in the ninth
and tenth centuries still remained underdeveloped. The agricultural
and livestock economy was dominant in the state of the Bulgarian tsars
and a great number of the inhabitants of Bulgarian cities were involved
in it. Following its territorial expansion, the state became increasingly
involved in the international trade, although of course it wasn’t until
the era of Crusades that the economic relations between East and West
underwent a rapid development*. There is no doubt that the long peri-
ods of peace and the use of Byzantine economic achievements (mainly
through trade) contributed to the development of the Bulgarian economy
which made significant progress in the period under consideration’°.

+ B.Primov, Certain Aspects..., p. 207.

# A.CumeoHoBa, [lemysate..., pp. 137, 140—141.

#[1.ITaB A o B, Cmonancko..., pp- 18, 19, 20—21.

*° A. B e p o B, Hxonomuueckomo passumue na Boazapus..., p. 313 G. Cankova-
Petkova, Byzance..., pp. 341-348.
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The above outline doesn’t of course address all the aspects of the
development of the Bulgarian economy in the period of the First (here
Christian) Bulgarian Empire. Its focus is limited only to some of its ele-
ments. I have also avoided going into too many details, trying to present
ageneral picture of the Bulgarian economy in the period in consideration®.

st For more on the topic see: B. I p u M 0 B, 32 uxonomuunecxama u noisumuseckama
poas Ha [Tspsama 0va2apcka 0spicasa 8 MeNOYHAPOOHUIME OMHOMEHUSL HA CPEOHOBEKOBHA
Espona, U1 17.2, 1961, pp. 33—62; I'T. Aurtas puH, Temnose u cneyupuKa Ha coyua-
HO-UKOHOMUYECKOMO Passumue na cpednosexosna boazapus 6 cpasnenne c Busanmus (om
kpas Ha VII 0o kpas na XII 6.), I 26.6, 1970, pp- 23—40; C. A e B, baacapckusm
cpedrosexoser 2pad. Obugecmeerno-uxorommuseckn 0oaux, Codpus 1970; PKomcasrosa,
Coynanro-uxonommuseckume npobaemu wa cpednosexosna beeapus 6 bsazapcxama medu-
esucmuxa cied Bmopamﬂ ceemosua sotina, [ 1anoBanB 2000; P.Pranke M. Zelevié,
Handel interregionalny od X do XII wicku. Europa Srodkowa, Srodkowo-Wichodnia,
Pétwysep Skandynawski i Pétwysep Batkasiski. Studium poréwnawcze, Torun 2016,
pp- 123—148.



