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SOREN EGEROD

{Copenhagen)

A Short Study on the Namlong Dialects of Zhongshan Xian

During my first stay in China (1948-1950) I worked on South Chinese dialects.
My first publication within this field was the book The Lungtu Dialect (1956) which
treats an idiom spoken West of Shekki (Mandarin Shiqi) in the Zhongshan Xian
north of Macao. Later I also described Zhongshan Hakka (in Studia Serica Bernhard
Karigren Dedicata, 1959, pp. 36-54). Over the years I have gathered material on a
variety of South Chinese dialects, among them Namlong spoken east of Shekki. When
Nicholas C. Bodman in 1982 published his excellent study 7The Namlong Dialect,
a Northeastern Min Outlier in Zhongshan Xian (The Tsing Hua Journal of Chinese
Studies 14, 1-2, pp. 1-19) I got out my own material to see whether it still seemed
to be of any use. I have found enough variation and additional information, I think,
to warrant a separate publication. It 1s not my intention to go into a detailed compa-
rison with the material published by Bodman, since anybody sufficiently in-
terested in this aspect can easily do this, but I have arranged my findings in such
a way as to facilitate comparative dialect work.

I have worked with four different Namlong informants (see further details below)
called L.am, Lee, Chen, and Wong respectively. The first recording
was made 1n 1953, the others in 1978. The Lam, I.ee, and Chen ideolects
are closely related to each other and to the language described by Bodman. The
tourth one, Wong, isstrikingly different. It is evident that the Namlong of L a m,
l.ee, and Chen, like Lungtu (Longdu), belong to the Northeastern Min group
(""Northern Fukienese”), whereas the Wong type Namlong is a Hoklo dialect
of Southwestern Min (“Southern Fukienese™) type. Foklo is a Cantonese designa-
tion for those Fukienese who spread westwards along the coast of Guangdong from
the Amoy-Swatow (Shamen-Shantou) area. The phonology of both of the Namlong
varieties can, however, pretty well be described in terms of the “general Zhongshan’
set forth 1n my previous publications (of 1952 and 1959).
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The initial consonants are given in the following chart:

'The underlined form does not appear in Wong, the boxed forms appear in
Wong only. The phonem? is not written by Bodman. In the charts at the
end of this article a certain range of phonetic variation is indicated as it appears in the
individual recordings (e.g. ? .~ 0, & ~ ¢). Such variation may be of interest for dia-
chronic studies as showing trends in the development.

The final consonants are p, ¢, &, m, n,7,° and 7~ (nasalisation). z and u# form parts
of diphthongs and triphthongs.?, ™ and the combination ™ ? are found in Wong
only. Wong’s final stops are mostly preglottalized.

The vowel pattern is common to all four informants:

i i
&

& i ¢
aa

where the long aa is more open than the short . Bodman writes ¢ and 2 res-
pectively. 'The combinations of vowels with vowels and with final consonants are
shown in the two following charts, where again underlined forms are not used by
Wong, boxed forms by Wong only. '

-Zero -1 -u -m -p -0 -t -7 -k
Zero | R ﬂ - | 7
1 i g i 1p in it : 1k
€ | € ] eu ep en et
ie i€ o o ?;;'3 ien 1et
ue uei
a a1 au am ap at an ak
12 jau] dam  dap  dan o day o dak
ua uai | uan
aa aa aat a3y A4 . aan
iaa | iaa
uaa | uaa
u u Ui | un o out Uy uk
iu | ?53 o
o o o1 ou on ot o ok
10 101 ion 107
B0 G0 gon got 1834, 50k
160 | igo o 1G0T
o uo uon uot uon  uok
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The Namlong word forms show in their etymological origins the same mixture
of layers (strata) as was described in detail for Longdu (The Lungtu Dialect, pp.
208-281). Recent loan words have Cantonese (especially Shekki) structure, older
words can be compared to what i1s found in colloquial and literary Min (which to-
gether cover a complicated succession of strata). In the language of Lam, L ee,
and Chen (below together called A) the most obvious comparisons are to North-
eastern Min, in Wong (below called B) to Southwestern Min. We shall give
a few characteristic examples (FZc = Fuzhou collequial, FZl = Fuzhou literary,
AMc = Amoy colloquial, AMI = Amoy literary, LD = Longdu).

Ancient A B FZc FZi AMec AMi LD
% Kiwo 2 khuo | khu | kho  khey  khi | khu| Khua
% ging 1 kun [keon| Ry kin | kion|
¥ xdu 2 ho haau no W I hé ho
’aqu
fi xiwet 4 h(i)et |hoi?|  hie? (hui?|  hiat et
T va 3 ‘aa I ‘e i a i e I ha ‘aa

)T yung h(u)n l?aa?;! oY) I !Ei i ai l how ;L_;
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X tien 1 th(i)en | thi | thie 1 thian  thaay
nang 1 nam I ni 17-! net ! iy I ' nan
afuet 4 neet ' fua® ! ie? idzua?l dziat et
piwang 3 puy I paaq, poun huon i pan ! ho n pun
dfrang  2[3  seon szan $107) s1ay §10 7} $80 7

Cil (2)s1ii

N I S 7] B k

ik 4 ok | la? | ley? |lak | liok ek
Wong (B) displays some unusual forms not elsewhere recorded in the area:

gk 4 nuk B0k ny” d210R "R

dz’iang 1 cheony | tau | ts’uon t5’11 is’ioy  chooy

dxud 2  soi | cai | sof £50 tse £s0 soi

ma 2 maa . mat | ma be ma maa

miwang 3~ mon | mau | #OW boy Mo

The B forms in -ai and -au call for a Proto-Min explanation anterior to Ancient
Chinese.

The tones of Lam, Lee, and Chen form a system which is very close
to the one reported by Bodman, whereas the Wong system is different in
distribution and values. Chen, in citing isolated words, often adds a circumflex
feature { A ) to the level tones, as a kind of citation intonation. It is inseparable from
the phonemic tones and therefore rendered in the charts wherever it occurs.

In the following tonal chart, arranged according to etymological tones, the letters
r, m, I, f, r, ¢ stand for high, middle, low, falling, rising, circumflex respectively.

_ Ancient L.am Lee Chen Wong
shang ping ] / ! m

xta ping o i m (mc) h
shang shang 71 hf hf 7
quanzhiuo shang { { { (Ic) m
c1zhuo shang "t hf hf r
shang qu ¥ y he m (1)
X1a qu / [ [ /
shang ru h h h /

X1G i m m (mf) m (mf ) m ({)

Sandht of shang ping | is m, whereas

sandht of xia gu [ tends to be A.

Sandhi of xia ping m is unchanged m, whereas
sandhi of xia ru m is h.
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Nam Long Recordings

I Lam

Recording made on bad quality tape in Barkley, California {or perhaps elsewhere
in the San Francisco Bay Area) in 1953 (acc. to the example chosen to illustrate the

character 4 ‘“This is the year of one nine five three’’). The informant wasa Mr L am

Yeung-Choog FraBek

recorded material includes: _

1) Conversation between Mr L am and members of his family.

2) Reading of characters included in Comparative Tables, an appendix to R. A. D.
Forrest’s The Chinese Language, London 1948, 2 ed. 1965.

3) Reading of characters selected to illustrate the Nam Long tones.

4) Sentences exemplifying the use of pronouns in Nam Long.

In 1983 the material was transferred to a cassette tape, which is classified as

SE 83.06 A and B.

. The

from Siu Yan Village/\BE#in Nam Long FiBS

I Lee
Recording made in Hong Kong in 1978. The informant was Mr L.ee Kam-

FeiZ4<3E from Nam Long. The recorded material includes:

1) Reading and discussion of the characters in Forrest’s Comparative Tab-
jes.

2) Reading of the characters in Seren Egerod, The Lungtu Dialect, pp.
212-246 and 272-276.

3} Reading of characters selected to illustrate the tones.

4) Readings of characters found in William John Mc Coy, Szeyap data for
a first approximation of Proto-Cantonese, Appendix.

5) Sentences illustrating basic grammar.

The material was recorded on four cassette tapes, classified as SE 78 HK 06 07 Os
and 09.

IIi Chen
Recording made in Hong Kong in 1978. The informant introdueed herself as

Mrs Chen, or Chan TaaitaaiBAXK, housewife, from Nam Long.

She was probably around 60 years of age, and always appeared accompanied by a
granddaughter. She was very clever, even though the granddaughter did not think
s0. 'The recorded material includes:

1) Reading of charactersin Forrest's Comparative Tables.

2) Reading of characters from selected pages of Seren Egerod, The Lungtu
Dhalect.

3) Reading of the characters foundin M ¢ Covy, Szeyap data, Appendix.

4} Characters and sentences from Hanyu Fangyan Diaocha fianbiao 1956
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The material was recorded on five cassette tapes, classified as SE 78 HK 11 i7

13 14 and 15.

IV Wong | _
Recording made in Hong Kong in 1978. She informant was Mrs W ong,

wite of David Wong #®{ of the Wang Ho Co. She graduated from a Canton

high school. She said she knew Toishan € [j 2% and the National L.anguage in addition
to her mother tongue Nam Long 47l R§AH2E

Mrs Wong appeared only once, and never came back for a second session.
The recording of her speech covers less than half an hour and includes:
1) Recording of the charactersin Forrests Comparative Tables.

2) Characters found in Seren Egerod, The Lungtu Dialect, pp. 212-215 and
pp. 272-276.

3) Counting from one to ten.
4) Reading a list of characters selected to illustrate the tones.
The material was recorded on one side of a casette tape, classified as SE 78

HEK 02 A,
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