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Taking in to  c o n s id e ra tio n  m u ltip le  r e s e rv a t io n s  concern ing  

com parative a n a ly se s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  sp h eres  o f  th e  so c io -eco n o -

mic l i f e ,  e s p e c ia l ly  th o se  connected  w ith  d iv e rse  d e te rm in an ts  

o f  th e  n a tu r a l  environm ent, v a r ie d  h i s t o r i c a l  ex p erien ce  as w ell 

as d i f f e r e n t  de te rm in an ts  o f  th e  econom ic, s o c ia l ,  and p o l i t i -

c a l  n a tu re  in  both  c o u n tr ie s ,  an a ttem p t has been made to  com-

p a re  chosen c h a r a c te r i s t i c s  o f th e  socio-econom ic s i t u a t i o n  of 

th e  v i l l a g e  and p e a sa n t a g r ic u l tu r e  i n  Y ugoslav ia and Po-

la n d .

The s o c io - p o l i t i c a l  system  in  bo th  ana lyzed  c o u n tr ie s  i s  so-

c ia lis m  ( i n  Y ugoslavia "self-m anagem ent- s o c ia l is m “) in tro d u c ed  

a f t e r  th e  Second World War«

The s t r u c tu r e  o f a g r i c u l tu r a l  system  in  both  c o u n tr ie s  c a r -

r i e s  a v e ry  c lo s e  resem blance ( w hile s im u lta n e o u sly  i t  d i f f e r s  

from o th e r  European s o c i a l i s t  c o u n tr ie s ) .  In  Y ugoslav ia i t  i s  

th e  in d iv id u a l  p easan t a g r ic u l tu r e  and th e  s o -c a l le d  s o c ia l  sec -

t o r ;  in  Poland -  th e  s e c to r  o f in d iv id u a l  p easan t a g r i c u l tu r e ,  

c o -o p e ra tiv e  and s t a t e  s e c to r s  ( th e  two l a s t  m entioned w i l l  be 

c a l le d  h e re  th e  s o c ia l  s e c to r ) .

^ I n s t i t u t e  o f S oc io logy , U n iv e rs i ty  o f Łódź*



T a b l e  1

B asic c h a r a c te r i s t i c s  o f  th e  s o c ia l  s e c to r  
in  Y ugoslavia and Poland

Item Y ugoslavia Poland

Share o f a ra b le  lan d  in  s o c ia l  
s e c to r  in  o v e ra l l  a g r i c u l tu r a l  
a ra b le  lan d  ( %) 16 25.1

Share of s o c ia l  s e c to r  in  over- 
- a l l  a g r i c u l tu r a l  p ro d u ctio n 25 20 .8

Employment ( i n  thousands) 198 946

1. B asic c h a r a c te r i s t i c s  o f p e a sa n t a g r ic u l tu re

In  bo th  c o u n tr ie s  th e  fam ily  a g r ic u l tu re  p lay s  a v e ry  s ig -

n i f i c a n t  r o le  -  over th re e  fo u rth *  o f  lan d  i s  owned by in d iv i -

dual fa rm era . H ow ever,their fan es  a re  n o t v e ry  b ig  w ith  reg a rd  

tc  t h e i r  a re a  s ize»  in  Y ugoslavia ca . 2 .5  m il lio n  f a a i l y  f a r e s  

c u l t iv a t e  c a . 8 .3  m il l io n  ha . o f  a ra b le  lan d  (w ith  th e  average 

farm s iz e  amounting to  ca . 3 .8  h a . o f a ra b le  la n d ) t  in  Poland 

th e re  a re  c a . 2 .8  m illio n  p e a sa n t farm s w ith  an average s iz e  o f 

c a .5 .4  h a .o f  a ra b le  la n d . In  th e  analyzed  c o u n tr ie s ,  the  p re s e n t 

a g ra r ia n  s t r u c tu r e  i s  baaed on s o l id  h i s t o r i c a l  fo u n d a tio n s  -  in  

19th and e a r ly  20 th  c e n tu r ie s  c a p ita l ism  was re v e a lin g  under-

developm ent f e a tu re s  in  th e se  c o u n tr ie s ,  which e x e rte d  a  power-

f u l  im pact on c o n so lid a tio n  o f s m a ll- s c a le  commodity p ro d u ctio n  

in  th e  n a t io n a l  econom ies, and c o n s o lid a tio n  o f th e  p easan t 

s tra tu m  in  th e  s t r u c tu r e  o f  th e  s o c ie ty .

T his a g ra r ia n  s t r u c tu r e  i s  u s u a lly  co n sid e red  to  be inappro-

p r i a t e  one in  r e l a t i o n  to  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f fe re d  f o r  a g r ic u l tu re  

by techn iqu e  ( r a t i o n a l  use o f  a g r i c u l tu r a l  m achines e t c . ) .  The 

s t r u c tu r e  i s  a l i t t l e  more fav o u rab le  in  Poland ( e s p e c ia l ly  as 

reg a rd s  th e  number o f b ig g er  farm s -  oyer 10 h a . ) .  The s i t u a t io n  

o f farms in  Y ugoslavia i s  c o n s id e ra b ly  aggrava ted  by t h e i r  atom-

iz a t io n  (o n  the  average -  6 to  7 p a rc e ls  p e r  one farm ).



T a b l e  2

P easan t farm s accord ing  to  s i s e  o f  a ra b le  land
( in  % )

Farm s iz e Y ugoslavia Poland

To 2 ha.* 39 .0 30 .0

2-5  h a . 35.6 29 .3

5-10 ha. 19 .8 25 .6

Over 10 ha. 5 .6 15.1

In  Y ugoslavia th e  low er U n i t  in  f a ro  s iz e  
i s  0 .1  h a . ,  w hile  in  Poland 0 .5  ha . o f  a ra b le  
la n d .

S im u ltan eou sly  p e a sa n t a g r ic u l tu re  in  both  c o u n tr ie s  i s  l a r -

g e ly  u n d e rc a p ita liz e d  as reg a rd s  a g r i c u l tu r a l  p ro d u c tio n  means, 

w h ile  th e  v i l l a g e  in  c h a ra c te r iz e d  w ith  i n s u f f i c i e n t  h o u s in g ,In -

s t i t u t i o n a l  and c u l tu r a l  i n f r a s t r u c tu r e ,  which i s  a b a s ic  cause 

o f s u b s ta n t ia l  d i f f e re n c e s  between working and l iv in g  c o n d itio n s  

in  th e  v i l l a g e  and th e  to rn .

The above rem arks in d ic a te d  s i m i l a r i t i e s  in  fundam ental cha-

r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  a g r ic u l tu re  in  bo th  c o u n tr ie s ;  o b v io u sly  th e re  

a re  a ls o  d if fe re n c e s  ensuing  among o th e rs  from vary in g  f e a tu re s  

o f  the  n a tu ra l  environm ent. Among more s ig n i f ic a n t  o f them a re  

s l i g h t l y  b e t t e r  p ro d u c tio n  e f f e c t s  o f p e a sa n t a g r ic u l tu re  in  Po-

la n d , being p r im a r i ly  a d e r iv a t iv e  o f a l i t t l e  b e t t e r  a g ra r ia n  

s t r u c tu r e  and o th e r  v a r ia b le s  m ainly  o f th e  s o c ia l  n a tu re .

I t  i s  econom ically  and s o c ia l ly  very  s ig n i f ic a n t  t h a t  p a r t -  

- tim e  farm s r e p re s e n t  a v e ry  s u b s ta n t ia l  p a r t  o f a l l  p e a sa n t 

farm s. The 1969 a g r i c u l tu r a l  census in  Y ugoslavia re v e a le d  th a t  

p a r t- t im e  farm s accounted f o r  42 p e r  c e n t o f  a l l  p r iv a te  farm s. 

S ince t h a t  tim e t h e i r  number has c o n s id e ra b ly  grown to  reach  

about 60 p e r  c e n t o f th e  t o t a l  number o f farm s. The part-time 

farm s p o ssess  ca . 50 p e r c e n t o f c u l t iv a te d  p r iv a te  lan d  p ro -

ducing between 40 and 45 p e r  ce n t o f th e  o v e ra l l  p r iv a te  a g r i -



T a b l e  3

Chosen p ro d u o tlo n  in d ic e s  in  Y ugoslav ia '»  and P o land’s
a g r ic u l tu r e

/

In d ic e s Y ugoslavia Poland

Number o f  c a t t l e  ( p e r  100 ha» 
o f  a ra b le  la n d ) 38 .5 6 2 .4

Namber o f hogs ( p e r  100 be* 
o f  a ra b le  l a n d ; 55 .3 9 7 .7

Number o f  sheep p e r  100 ha* 5 1 .9 20 .5

Cow m ilk p ro d u c tio n  p e r  
1 in h a b i ta n t  in  k ilogram s 198 426

P rod uctio n  o f eggs p e r  
1 in h a b i ta n t  in  k ilogram s 10.2 13.6

S iz e  o f  a ra b le  lan d  p e r  
1 t r a c to r  ( h a ,) 20 .5 23.1

Use o f a r t i f i c i a l  f e r t i l i z e r s  
p e r  1 ha . o f  a ra b le  lan d  
in  k ilogram s 10 4 .4 235 5

G rain  c rop s from 1 h a . in  
q u in ta ls 33 .6 2 4 .9

S o u r c e s ?  S t a t i s t i c a l  Yearbooks o f  Y ugoslavia and Po-
la n d  f o r  1980-1991.

c u l tu r a l  p ro d u c tio n 1. A ccording to  some a u th o rs  th e  e n t i r e  p r i -

v a te  a g r ic u l tu r e  in  Y ugoslav ia evo lves in  th e  d i r e c t io n  o f  b i -  

p ro fe a s io n a lis m . In  Po land , abou t 26 p e r  c e n t o f  a l l  farm s in  

1974 ware farm s in  which a head o f  th e  fam ily  was c o n s ta n t ly  

employed o u ts id e  the  farm . Among th e a  th e r e  were 500 ООО farm s 

over 2 h a . ,  and 150 COO fa ra d  over 5 h a . These farm s had a t  

t h e i r  d is p o s a l  about 14 p e r  c e n t o f  a l l  p riv a te ly -o w n e d  la n d . 

A ccording to  th e  d a ta  o f  th e  C h ief S t a t i s t i c a l  O ff ic e , in  1974 

3 m illio n  people  in  Poland bad a g r i c u l tu r a l  and n o n a g r ic u l tu ra l  

eoure&a o f  income a t  th e  same tim e , however, about 50 p e r  c e n t

1 Seei P^r t-tiffife f'arm Households and P easan t-w orkers in  Yu-
g o s la v ia  vln S e rb ia n ) , Zagreb 1980.



were members o f  th e  f a rm e r 's  fam ily  f o r  t h e i r  most p a r t  n o t 

working on th e  farm 2.

I r r e s p e c t iv e  o f  th e  p rocedure  employed to  e s tim a te  th e  sca -

l e  o f th e se  p ro c e s s e s , th e  phenomenon o f  b ip ro fe ss io n a lio m  re a -

ched b ig g e r  dim ensions in  th e  Y ugoslavian a g r i c u l tu r e .  I t  must 

e x e r t  i t s  im pact a ls o  on th e  volume o f a g r i c u l tu r a l  p ro d u c tio n . 

And a lth o u g h  some a u th o rs3 c la im  th a t  in  th e  case  o f  farm s un-
• 4

d e r 5 ha . work o f  t h e i r  owners o u ts id e  a g r ic u l tu r e  does n o t 

a f f e c t  n e g a tiv e ly  th e  o v e ra l l  l e v e l  o f  a g r i c u l tu r a l  p ro d u c tio n , 

th e re  a re  o th e rs  who p o in t  o u t t h a t  farm s o f  t h i s  typ e  have 

t h e i r  in te r n a l  c y c le  connected w ith  p ro d u c tiv e  c a p a c i t i e s ,  In  

which th e re  occur phases o f  lab o u r  sh o rta g e  cau sin g  a su b s ta n -

t i a l  d ec rease  o f a g r i c u l tu r a l  p ro d u c tio n .

2 . D ls a g ra r ls a tio n  p ro cesses

In  th e  p e rio d  a f t e r  th e  Second World War, e s p e c ia l ly  as a 

r e s u l t  o f  In te n s iv e  i n d u s t r i a l i s a t i o n  p ro ce sse s  tak in g  p lac e  in  

both c o u n tr ie s  th e re  could  be observed  p ro ce sse s  o f  abandoning 

work in  a g r ic u l tu r e  by r u r a l  p o p u la tio n . In  Poland over th e  l a s t  

t h i r t y  y ears  th e  sh a re  o f  a g r i c u l tu r a l  p o p u la tio n  in  th e  e n t i r e  

p o p u la tio n  d e c lin e d  from about 50 p e r  c e n t to  21 .5  p e r  c e n t in

1981. S im u ltan eo usly  over th e  years  1945-1980 Y ugoslavia w it-

nessed  one o f  th e  b ig g e s t ( f a s t e s t )  exoduses ev e r  reco rded  in  

the  h i s to r y .  The sh a re  o f  a g r i c u l tu r a l  p o p u la tio n  d e c lin e d  from 

73 p e r  c e n t In  1945 to  under 30 p e r  c e n t in  1980'*. By comparison, 

i t  i s  w orth adding h e re  t h a t  Sweden, USA o r  Prance needed c a . 

90 years  to  ach iev e  such a change In  p ro p o rtio n s  between a g r i -

c u l tu r a l  and n o n a g r ic u ltu ra l  p o p u la tio n .

The p ro ce ss  o f  abandoning a g r ic u l tu re  was accompanied in

2 M. K ł o d z i ń s k i ,  B i-P ro fe ss io n a lism  in  Farming ( i n  
P o l is h ) ,  "Wieé i  Rolnictw o" 1981, No 1.

3 Ib id .

^ Seeî "O p re d je lje n ia "  1982, No 1, ( S a ra je v o ) .

" For w ider d isc u s s io n  sees V. P u 1 J i  z , Exodus o f  Far-
mers ( in  S e rb ia n ) , Zagreb 1977.



both  c o u n tr ie s  by m ig ra tio n  o f  r u r a l  p o p u la tio n  to  tow ns. In  th e  

p e rio d  under su rv ey , th e  sh a re  o f  urban p o p u la tio n  in  th e  over-

a l l  number o f in h a b i ta n ts  grew by about 25 p e r  c e n t reach in g  

the  le v e l  o f  c a . 60 p e r c e n t in  Poland and c a . 47 p e r c e n t in  

Y ugoslav ia . One common co n c lu s io n  could  be drawn here  i . e .  in  

both  c o u n tr ie s  th e  r a t e  o f  abandoning a g r lo u l tu re  was f a s t e r  

than  r a t e  o f m ig ra tio n  from th e  v i l l a g e  to  th e  town; in  th i s  

way a group o f p o p u la tio n  making i t s  l iv e l ih o o d  o u ts id e  a g r i -

c u l tu re  was growing r a p id ly  in  the  v i l l a g e  ( i n  th e  p a s t  the  

s iz e  o f t h i s  group was q u i te  i n s ig n i f i c a n t ) .

The above m entioned p ro cess  produced s ig n i f i c a n t  t r a n s f o r -

m ations in  th e  demographic and s o c ia l  s t r u c tu r e  o f  a g r i c u l tu r a l  

p o p u la tio n . I t  i s  commonly recogn ized  both  in  Y ugoslavia and in  

Poland th a t  d e r iv a t iv e  changes in c lu d e ;

A. P rocess o f  ag ing  o f  a g r i c u l tu r a l  p o p u la tio n  s in c e ,  f i r s t  

o f  a l l ,  young peop le  abandon a g r ic u l tu r e .  S . Livada cla im s th a t  

b io lo g ic a l  co re  o f  a g r i c u l tu r a l  p o p u la tio n  has been d is tu rb e d  in  

Y ugoslav ia . At p re s e n t ,  about 1 .8  m il l io n  farm ers a re  over 60 

y ea rs  o f age and 1 .3  m il l io n  over 65 y e a rs . A na ly sis  o f  a c tiv e  

members o f p e a sa n t farm s in  100 a d m in is tra t iv e  communes o f  th e  

S o c i a l i s t  Republic o f  C ro a tia  re v e a le d  th a t  t h e i r  average age 

amounted to  59 y e a rs I^

In Poland in  1974 th e re  were 3 5 .9  p e r c e n t farm s in  which 

the  main u s e r  was aged more than  55 y e a rs , in  t h i s  number in  farm s 

w ith  an a re a  0 .5 -2  ha. th ey  re p re se n te d  as much as 54.1 p e r  c e n t

and in  th ose  over 15 ha. -  9 p e r  c e n t.  Farmers in  th e  p o s tp ro -
7

d u c tiv e  age accounted  f o r  about 26 .6  p e r  c e n t o f  a l l  . In  1981, 

p e r each 100 persons in  the  p o s tp ro d u c tiv e  age th e re  were 81 .3  

persons in  th e  nonproductive  age in  th e  v i l l a g e  ( w hile  in  th e  

town -  60 .6  p e r  c e n t) .  These f ig u re s  t e s t i f y  to  the  ou tflow  of 

youth from a g r ic u l tu re  and t h e i r  t r a n s f e r  to  n o n a g r ic u ltu ra l  

p ro fe s s io n s .

D e f ic i t  o f  h ig h ly  com petent lab o u r i s  one o f  elem ents o f 

bad p ro d u c tiv e  c o n d itio n s  in  many p e a sa n t f a r m s .“

0 3 . L i v a d a ,  "O p red je lJe n ia"  1982, No 1, p . 7 -13 .

1 D. G a ł  a J ,  Farming People ( in  P o l is h ) ,  "P o lity k a "  1979,
No 24.



B. P roceas o f  fe m in iz a tio n  o f  p e a sa n t a g r i c u l tu r e .  In  1971» 

women re p re se n te d  on th e  average 57 .8  p e r  c e n t o f  th e  o v e ra l l  ac-

t iv e  a g r i c u l tu r a l  p o p u la tio n  in  Y ugoslav ia , and over 60 p e r  ce n t 

in  more developed re g io n s . According to  th e  d a ta  f o r  1969, 13.3 

p e r c e n t o f a l l  a g r i c u l tu r a l  farm s were run e x c lu s iv e ly  by wo-

men. Vlado P u l j i*  w r i te s  t h a t  in  th e  case  o f  Y ugoslavia we can‘ t  

speak abou t a phenomenon o f  m a sc u lin iz a tio n  o f  a g r i c u l tu r a l  l a -

bour8 .

In  Poland, p e r  100 h a . o f a ra b le  lan d  in  p e a sa n t a g r ic u l tu re  

in  1974 (a c c o rd in g  to  d a ta  o f th e  I n s t i t u t e  o f  Development o f 

V illa g e  and A g r ic u ltu re  o f  th e  P o lish  Academy o f  S c ie n c e )  th e re  

were employed 31 .7  p e rso n s , in  t h i s  number 18 .5  women and 13.2 

men. At t h a t  tim e , women over 60 years  o f  age re p re se n te d  over 

10 p e r  c e n t o f  main u se rs  o f  a g r i c u l tu r a l  farm s.

C. R e la tiv e ly  low le v e l  o f  q u a l i f ic a t io n s  o f persons rem ain-

ing  in  farm s being  a r e s u l t  o f  both  advanced age o f  a p a r t  o f 

farm ers and th e  s o -c a l le d  "n eg a tiv e  s e le c t io n "  i . e .  th e  f a c t  th a t  

more dynamic, ta le n te d  and b e t t e r  educated  young peop le  more o f -

te n  than  o th e r  young peop le  g ive  up working on t h e i r  own farm s 

abandoning a g r i c u l tu r e ,  and very  o f te n  m ig ra tin g  from th e  v i l -

la g e  to  th e  town as w e ll.

Summing up t h i s  p a r t  o f th e  a n a ly s is ,  i t  shou ld  be s t r e s s e d  

th a t  th e  s i t u a t i o n  in  p e a sa n t farm ing in  both compared c o u n tr ie s  

i s  f a r  from s a t i s f a c to r y .  In  a g r i c u l tu r a l  p ro d u c tio n  th e re  p re -

v a i l s  th e  so-< îalled m arg inal lab o u r  i . e .  v e ry  young peop le  and o ld  

p eo p le , which e x e r ts  a s ig n i f i c a n t  In flu e n c e  on low q u a l i ty  o f 

" lab o u r re s o u rc e s " . The f a c to r  " land" -  as i t  was a lre a d y  in d i -

c a ted  i s  atom ized , w hile  th e  f a c to r  "means o f  p ro d u c tio n "  i s  a t  

an i n s u f f i c i e n t  l e v e l .  As a r e s u l t ,  th e  le v e l  o f p e a sa n t a g r i -

c u l tu re  in  bo th  c o u n tr ie s ,  way o f working and l iv in g  s ta n d a rd s  

o f  farm ers them selves a re  low er than  in  many o th e r  c o u n tr ie s ;  

th ey  a re  a ls o ,  on th e  av e rag e , low er th an  l iv in g  s ta n d a rd s  o f 

town in h a b i ta n ts .

8 P u 1 j  i  z ,  op. c i t . ,  p . 138.



3» S o c io - p o l i t ic a l  dim ension o f  a n a lyala

The above p re se n te d  o b je c t iv e  c h a r a c te r i s t i c s  o f  th e  s i t u -

a tio n  In  p e a sa n t a g r ic u l tu re  a f f e c t  a ls o  th e  sp h ere  o f s o c ia l  

l i f e  In  th e  v i l l a g e .  Some v i l l a g e s ,  in  f a c t ,  d ie  o u t p h y s ic a l ly  

( i n  Y ugoslav ia , o u t o f  th e  t o t a l  number o f 27 000‘v i l l a g e s  and 

s e tt le m e n ts  21 000 reco rded  a r a d ic a l  drop in  p o p u la tio n  number). 

Young p eop le  choosing to  rem ain in  a g r ic u l tu r e  have i t  d i f f i -

c u l t  to  f in d  th e i r  p a r tn e rs  (m ost o f te n  -  w if e ) .  The i n s t i t u -

t io n a l  in f r a s t r u c tu r e  in  v i l l a g e s  i s  i n s u f f i c i e n t  In  r e l a t i o n  

to  needs and a s p ir a t io n s  o f  th e  young g e n e ra tio n . I t  i s  accom-

pan ied  by p o o rly  developed c u l tu r a l  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e .  Local e e l f -  

management i n s t i t u t i o n s  d isp la y  low a c t i v i t y  (even  in  c o n d i-

t io n s  o f  th e  Y ugoslavia model p e a sa n ts  p a r t i c i p a t e ,  to  an in -

s ig n i f ic a n t  d e g re e , e s p e c ia l ly  in  s u p ra lo c a l  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  

s t r u c tu r e s ) ,  S . Livada s ta te s »  "We ten d  to  a s s o c ia te  p e a sa n ts  

q u i te  a l i t t l e  w ith  fundam ental norms o f s o c ia l  d e s ir e s  and as-

p i r a t io n s .  For example, self-m anagem ent r e la t io n s h ip s  in  v i l -

lag e s  and a g r ic u l tu r e  as  compared w ith  t r a d i t i o n s  o f  v i l l a g e s  

a re  most underdeveloped . C onsequen tly , o ld , a rc h a ic  r e la t io n e  

a re  p re se rv ed "^ . In  Poland, th e  s i t u a t io n  o f p e a sa n ts  on the  

macro s c a le  i s  p a r t l y  determ ined  by e x is te n c e  o f  th e  p e a s a n ts ' 

p a r ty  (U n ite d  Peasants* P a r ty ) ,  th e re  a re  however m ajor p ro -

blems witft lo c a l  p a r t i c ip a t io n .  The v i l l a g e  and a g r ic u l tu re  p a - 

r a l l e l l y  do n o t rank  too  h igh  in  th e  system  o f  v a lu es  in  bo th  

s o c ie t ie s  a lth o u g h  th ey  a re  bo th  la r g e ly  o f  p e a sa n t o r ig in .

Vfhat p r e r e q u is i te s  -  a p a r t  from h i s t o r i c a l  ones -  sh ou ld  ba 

analyzed  to  d is c lo s e  d e te rm in an ts  o f th e  s i t u a t io n  in  p e a sa n t 

a g r ic u l tu re  in  bo th  c o u n tr ie s ?  Of c o u rse , m a te r ia l  c a p a c i t ie s  

o f  th e  n a t io n a l  economy a re  ex trem ely  im p o rta n t. However, th e re  

a re  o th e r  p r e r e q u is i te s ,  which o n ly  in  p a r t  r e s u l t  from o b jec -

t iv e  c a p a c i t ie s  o f  th e  s t a t e  -  th ese  a re  p r in c ip le s  o f  th e  ag-

r i c u l t u r a l  p o l ic y  and th e  p la c e  ass ig n ed  to  p e a sa n t a g r ic u l tu r e  

in  i t .  I t  seems th a t  in  a g r i c u l tu r a l  p o l ic ie s  o f  th e  analyzed

9
• L i v a d a ,  op. c i t . ,  p . 12.



c o u n tr ie s  th roug ho u t the  e n t i r e  postw ar p e r io d , th e re  cou ld  be 

observed a  phenomenon o f  "vagueness“ o f o b je c t iv e s  posed b e fo re  

p e a sa n t a g r ic u l tu re  accompanied by s h o r t  p e rio d s  during  which 

a ttem p ts  a t  c o l l e c t i v iz a t i o n  were made, which in te n s i f i e d  the  

sense  o f  t h r e a t  and u n c e r ta in i ty  o f  p e a sa n t farm s. One o f  Yugo-

s la v ia n  s o c io lo g is t s  ex p resses  i t  in  th e  fo llo w in g  way; " . . . c r i -

s i s  o f  o b je c t iv e s  in  th e  v i l l a g e  a ls o  ensues from th e  f a c t  th a t  

a f t e r  abandoning the  f o r c ib le  c o l l e c t i v iz a t i o n  o f a g r ic u l tu r e  

[ . . . ]  th e re  i s  m issing  a  w e ll conceived  p o lic y  w ith  reg a rd  to  

the  v i l l a g e  t h a t  would determ ine  p r in c ip le s  o f in c o rp o ra tin g  

v i l l a g e s  in to  th e  s o c ia l  d iv is io n  o f  lab o u r in  th e  long -te rm  p e r-

s p e c t iv e , t h a t  would pave the  way f o r  s o c ia l iz a t io n  o f produc-

t io n .  [ . . .  ] in  the  s i t u a t io n  when an e x p l i c i t  p o l ic y  o f d ev e l-

opment o f  the  v i l l a g e  i s  ab sen t [ . . . ]  th e  lan d  i s  ly in g  w aste , 

w hile a g r i c u l tu r ą l  p o p u la tio n  has no g u a ran tee  t h a t  i t s  incomes 

w i l l  be equal to  incomes from n o n a g r lc u ltu ra l  a c t i v i t y  in  the  

town"10.

In  f a c t ,  a f t e r  re s ig n in g  from c o l l e c t i v iz a t i o n  a g r ic u l tu r e  

has been, tim e and a g a in , a ffo rd e d  more fav o u rab le  c o n d itio n s  

fo r  developm ent, however, in  p r a c t ic e  th ey  have n ev e r m itched 

th e  r e a l  needs. The l a s t  few years  (and  a s e r io u s  food c r i s i .3 ) 

c re a te  c e r t a in  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  and a ffo rd  b ig g er  g u a ran tees  f o r  

developm ent o f  p easan t a g r ic u l tu r e .  Among o th e rs  th e re  i s  gu ar-

an teed  e q u a li ty  o f a l l  a g r i c u l tu r a l  s e c to r s  in  th e  a g r i c u l tu r a l  

p o lic y !  i t  has been re so lv e d  to  ln tro d u o e  a S t ip u la t io n  to  the  

C o n s titu tio n  about permanence o f  p e a sa n t ow nership; f i n a l l y  a l -

lo c a t io n  o f b ig g er  re so u rc e s  fo r  a g r ic u l tu re  -  a l l  seem to  be a 

d e s ir a b le  d i r e c t io n  o f  a c t i v i t y .

Could th e re  be thu s  in d ic a te d  any g e n e ra l d if f e re n c e  between 

p easan t a g r ic u l tu r e  in  bo th  c o u n tr ie s ?  The s i t u a t io n  o f  p easan t 

a g r ic u l tu re  in  Y ugoslavia seems to  be more complex. V. P u l j i z  

sim ply  does n o t see  any p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  develop ing  p e a sa n t a g r i -

c u ltu re  through th e  s o -c a l le d  farm ers* way ( i n  th e  sen se  o f 

fam ily  fa rm s) due to  th e  f a c t  th a t  demographic p ro ce sse s  in  th e  

v i l l a g e  along w ith  p a r t - t im e  farm ing c re a te  o b je c t iv e ly  unfavou-

10 *

S. S u  V a r ,  From O ut-of-the-W ay V illa g e  and Big Town 
( in  S e rb ia n ) , Zagreb 1973, p . 140-143.
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r a b ie  c ircum stances -  the  number o f  fan n e rs  ready  to  expand 

t h e i r  farm s i s  v e ry  sm all w hile  most o f them have no succes-

s o r s .  B r ie f ly  sp eak ing , th e re  a re  ve ry  few v i t a l  p e a sa n t farmed 

On the  o th e r  hand, be sees  th e  fu tu ro  o f a g r ic u l tu re  in  the

s o -c a l le d  c o l l e c t iv iz a t io n  o f  work and i t s  s o c ia l iz a t i o n ,  and in
1 1

developm ent o f  th e  s o c ia l  s e c to r  .

R ecen tly , in  both c o u n tr ie s  due to  economic d is lo c a t io n s  much 

hope i s  p laced  w ith  growth o f a g r i c u l tu r a l  p ro d u c tio n  ach ieved  

a ls o  in  p e a sa n t farm ing .

A ndrzej P illchow sk i

PRZEWIANY ROLNICTWA CHŁOPSKIEGO 

W JUGOSŁAWII I  W POLSCE

W a rty k u le  p o d ję to  zag ad n ien ie  porównania wybranych cech spo-
łeczno-ekonom icznej s y tu a c j i  wsi i  ro ln ic tw a  ch łopsk iego  w Ju -
g o s ła w ii i  w P o lsce .

System u stro jow y  w analizow anych k ra ja c h  o p ie ra  s i ę  na za-
sadach so c ja lizm u  (w  Ju g o sław ii "so c ja lizm u  samorządowego"). Bar-
dzo podobna J e s t  ( z a ś  odmienna n iż  w innych państw ach s o c j a l i s ty -
cznych) s t r u k tu r a  forra w łasności ziem i -  ca 80% gruntów p o z o s ta je  
w rękach  indyw idualnych gospodarstw  chłopsk ich}  gospodarstw a te  
są  stosunkowo małe pod względem o b szaru j ś re d n ia  w ie lkość  w Ju -
g o sław ii -  3 ,8  h a , w Polsce -  5 ,4  ha . W obu k ra ja c h  i s t n i e j ą c a  
s t r u k tu ra  ag ra rn a  ma swoje mocne podłoże h is to ry c z n e  -  w wieku 
XIX i  początkach  XX w. k a p ita liz m  wykazywał tam cechy niedorozwo-
j u ,  co ze szczeg ó ln ą  s i ł ą  powodowało u trw a le n ie  s i ę  s t r u k tu ry  
drobnotowarowej w gospodarce narodow ej, a warstwy c h ło p s k ie j  -  w 
s t ru k tu rz e  spo łeczeństw a.

W o k re s ie  po I I  w ojn ie św ia tow ej, w wyniku intensyw nych p ro -
cesów i n d u s t r i a l i z a c j i ,  zachodzą w obu k ra ja c h  duże p ro cesy  de- 
a g ra ry z a c j i ;  w Ju g o sław ii w c iągu  t r z y d z ie s tu  l a t  u d z ia ł  ludno-
ś c i  r o ln ic z e j  wśród ogółu  zm n ie jszy ł s ię  z 73% do 28,5%, zaś w 
P o lsce  z ok. 50% do 21,5% w roku 1981. Towarzyszył temu proces 
m ig ra c ji  lu d n o śc i w ie js k ie j  do m ia s t -  w la ta c h  1948-1981 o ok. 
25% w zrósł o d se tek  lu d n o śc i m ie js k ie j  w analizow anych k ra ja c h .

P rocesy d e a g ra ry z a c ji  wywołały w obu k ra ja c h  t e  same p rocesy  
pochodne, t j . j

1) s ta r z e n ie  s i e  lu dn o śc i r o ln i c z e j ,  albowiem odchodzą z r o l -
n ictw a p rzede  wszystkim lu d z ie  m łodzi;

2 )  fem ln lzac jg  ro ln ic tw a  ch łopsk iego  w yrażającą s i ę  w przewa-
dze k o b ie t  nad mężczyznami w gospodarce c h ło p sk ie j (zw łaszcza  w

11 V. P u 1 J i  z , "O p re d je lje n ia "  1982, No 1, p . 153-154.



s ta rs z y c h  grupach wiekowych, w młodszych zaś j e s t  odwrcïtnie, co 
te ż  j e s t  poważnym problemem ekonomiczny:» i  społeczhym );

3) n is k i  stosunkowo poziom k w a l if ikacji, osób p ozosta jących  na 
go sp od ars tw ie , w ynikający zarówno z zaawansowanego wieku c z ę śc i 
ro ln ików , ja k  1 z tzw. "negatywnej s e le k c j i " ,  t j .  z f a k tu , że 
m łodzież l e p i e j  w ykształcona c z ę ś c ie j  n iż  p o z o s ta ła  odchodzi z 
ro ln ic tw a .

Z procesam i wyżej wskazanymi współwystępowałyt
a )  zjaw isko  "n iedookreślonych" celów staw ianych  p rzed  r o ln i -

ctwem chłopskim  p rzez  p o lity k ę  ro ln ą  (ważny a sp ek t id e o lo g ic z -

ny)»
b )  brak obiektywnych p rze s łan e k  r e a l i z a c j i  efektyw nej produk-

c j i  r o ln e j  ( d e f ic y t  środków p ro d u k cji i t p . ) ;
c )  trak to w an ie  ro ln ic tw a  de fa c to  Jako "gorszego" se k to ra  

gospodarki ( t a k  w s fe rz e  ekonom icznej, Jak i  s p o łe c z n e j ; ;  więc 
p raca  w ro ln ic tw ie  i  w ieś zajmowały o d leg łe  m ie jsce  w system ie  
w a rto śc i spo łecznych .

W r e z u l ta c ie  tych procesów ro ln ic tw o  c h ło p sk ie  w analizow a-
nych k ra ja c h  z n a la z ło  s i ę  w im pasie , co o d z w ie rc ie d liło  s i ę  bez-
pośredn io  w znaczn ie  n iż s z e j ,  w stosunku do ewych p o ten c ja ln y ch  
m ożliw ości, p ro d u k cji r o ln e j .

W o s ta tn im  o k re s ie  czasu  w obu k ra ja ch  na sku tek  kłopotów 
gospodarczych duże n a d z ie je  w iąże s i ę  ze wzrostem p ro d u k c ji r o l -
n e j ,  odmiennie Jednak -  Jak s i ę  wydaje -  p o s trz e g a  a ię  perspektyw y 
rozwojowe ro ln ic tw a  ch ło p sk ieg o .


