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outstanding personalities as Tadeusz Lada Zablocki?, a poet, and Wia-
dystaw Strzelnicki3, an exocellent satirist. Many of the Poles, eg. Mateusz
Cralewski4, Hipolit Jaworskif, and others, described their stay in
Caucasus in memoirs. Others, eg, Leon Janiszewski, Julian Surzycki?,
sent interesting reports, Some of them, like Kazimierz Lapczynskis, were
interested in the ancient, specific Georgian culture, and translated into
Polish classics of ‘Georgian literature; others, like Florian Zielinski®
were engaged in ethnographic problems concerning Caucasian moun-
taineers. 5
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of exceptional beauty and grace; and many Polish magnates, supposedly
king Stanislaw Augustus!? among them, were her admirers.

The grandfather of Juliusz Strutynski, Lukasz -holding a modest
post of the starost of Horodlo, and pperfectly managing his business
affairs, gathered a very large fortune. His son Feliks, Juliusz's father,
was the first of the family to enter the aristocracy, but he was treated
by them slightingly, as a ,new" man. He is said to have been an
unusually handsome man, with a fine voice and great musical talent.
Karolina Lubomirska, a daughter of one of the most important magnate
families in Poland', fell in love with him. The daughter of Ksawery
Lubomirski, Royal Treasurer, and Teofila Rzewuska, she was related to
all the important families in Poland. The marriage of a magnate's
daughter with a much lower standing in the social hierarchy Feliks
Strutynski was a social scandal at that time. All sorts of rumours were
being told about how the proud magnate family was forced to consent
to the marriage of their daughter with a despised representative of
'the parvenu class, In spite of their consent the Lubomirski family still
treated the marriage as a humiliating misalliance.

Juliusz Ksawery kukasz Strutynski was born on 1 Jan. 1810 in
Lipowiec in the southern part of the contemporary Kiev guberniya. He
was initially tutored by especially brought French teachers, then
attended Jesuit schools in Mohyylow (Podolia) and Romanéw (Volhynia).
Young Juliusz was under very strong influence of a near relation of
his mother, a famous aristocrat-orientalist, ,.emir’’ Wactaw Rzewuski,

a typical representative of the Romantic interest in the East.

Like many other young men from the cosmopolitan circle of Polish
anistocracy, Juliusz Strutynski joined the tsar's military service. For
a time he stayed in Moscow, and he is believed to have been a close
friend of Aleksander Pushkin!4, Next he acted as aide-de-camp of
general Dymitr Bibikow in Kiev. An incredible snob who wanted to pass
for an aristocrat, he was treated by Polish magnates living in Ukraine
with cold indifference. At the same time he alienated the Polish circle

12 See E. Rostworowski, Manuzzi 1. v. Ciechanowiecka ze Strutyriskich Jad-
wiga, [in:] Polski slownik biograficzny, vol. 19, Wroclaw 1974, p. 502—504, see tu
novel M. Sadzewicz, Jadwizka i jej zalotnicy, Warszawa 1961,

13 Jan ze S., op. cit., p. 340.
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1937, ann. 14, No 52/53; idem, Puszkin w Polsce. Zarys biograficzno literacki, War-
szawa 1950, p. 174—177 V. Khodasevich, Puskin i Nikolaj I, «Vozrozdenije"
(Paris) 1938, No 4118 and 4119, Y
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Ceorgian amsboorats. but at the same time he was attracted by their
orientalism. He wrote about his Ceorgian acquaintances with warmth,
and even sympathy.

The book contained a great deal of information about economic
relations of Georgia®. The data was not quite precise. Strutynski was
doubtless a very broad-minded man, but he approached complicated
economic problems from the position of a romantic dilletante. That is
why his study, not too precise and exact, has no real value.

Strufiynski returned to the Caucasian problems much later in his
book published in Lvov in 1872, entitled Pictures from Nature. Gul-
-Shada. TheEastern Story. Two literary pieces were included in one
book, each of them with a separate numeration of pages?’. The action
of the first one takes place partly in Georgia and partly in Italy, while
the action of the other one takes us to the Azerbaijan — Dagestan:
border. The heroes of the first part were Russian officers from Caucasian
garrisons. Quite a lot of attention was also devoted to the life of the
Ceorgian aristocracy. Strutynski wrote with sympathy about chivalrous
Ceorgian princes whem he had met in Tyflis, He mentioned their
- residences in Tyflis with great sentiment (,/the interiors of those houses
were pervaded with poetry, and the ancient times of Ceorgian- chivalry
were reflected in them'). He also described Georgian aristocracy at
a ball given by the general-governor, He introduced into the action
an excursion to one of the most beautiful Georgian monuments, a
famous monastery in Mtskhet west of Thilisi. The great number of
references to Georgian life included in this work deal almost exclusi-
vely with the life of aristocracy, not the common people of this
country?s,

The second half of the above mentioned book, a tale or rather a
short story, deals with quite a different subject. The author says that
during his excursions to the Caucasian /Mountains he had met a

_ pilgrim, an Azerbaijan from Derbent (a town in the south of Dagestan,

the neighbourhcod of which is inhabited mainly by Azerbaijan people).
The old man had once been one of the richest people in this town. He
told the author a tragic story of his life. As a result of a teacherous
attack by mountaineers many people dear to him, his beloved wife
Gul-Shada among them, lost their lives. After this tragic loss he gave
up the joys of this world, and after giving away all his fortune he
started to lead the life of a poor pilgrim. The story in enriched by the

2 [hid., p. 70—78.

# Berlicz Sas [J Strutynski], Obrazy z natury. Giul-Szada. Powleté wschod-
nia, Lwow 1872,

% Bibliot, Warsz. 1878, vol. 150, p. 347,
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shop in Warsaw. As usually is the case with such transactions, the
bookseller was not eager to give the name of the owner in order that
the manuscript would not be sold without his mediation. I was
interested only in Caucasian Notes and was not going to buy all the
papers, very expensive, t0o. I do not know what happened with those
- manusciipts later on, whether they returned to the owner or were sold
to some other person, or destroyed during the war in the Jewish
second-hand bookshop. Maybe they will be found sometime.

The first of those notebooks was entitled Geological and Geographic
Characteristics of Caucasus. When companred with chaotic -information
given by Strutynski in his book Some Geological and Geographic
Studies of Caucasus it was much more mature. Te be quite truthful
the draft also lacked systematic lecture, and was chaotic in some
places, which was so typical for the'author's mentality. But the author
tried to give the most important information referring to the geology
of the Caucasian Mountains, As | only skipped this chapter, I am not
~able to give more parliculars about it. The chapter on the physical
geography of Caucasus, on the other hand, contained plenty of informa-
tion, In many places the author based upon his own observations, but
he also referred to the literature published even at the beginning of
the seventies, which indicated that he probably wrote it in the last
years of his life. The chapters on the geology and geography of the
Caucasian region, in spite of basing sometimes upon own obserations;
are rather of compilative character.

The second notebook, without a separate title, was much more
interesling. It was nol even a draft, but a collection of notes, arranged
alphabetically, referring to archeological ruins and findings in Georgia
and partly in Armenia. It must be noted that Strutynski was very
much interested in archeology in his last years®. During his”stay in
Cracow in the seventies he was a member of Archeological Committee
of the Academy of Skills®!. Like other romantics, he was fascinated
with ruins and legends connected with them. When looking through
this notebook I found that Strutynski took notes about ruins of castles, -
churches, or even places where old weapons were discovered. He says
for example that passing by a village on the way from Tiflis to
Nakhichev he learned about ,Arabic tombs” in the mountains. He
visited the place and judging from coins found nearby he came to the'
conclusion that the tombs enshrouded Arabic notables who died in
the eight or at the beginning of the ninth cent. Near this place were
mﬁski wrote eg. about a place where according to him were ruins from

the Roman times ,a few miles away from Erywan”,
% Jan ze S., op. cit., p. 341.






v ~

16 : Bohdan Baranowski

4

to folklore, namely the so called genealogical — heraldic legends®®. In
the western Europe literature of this kind, more critical or less, develo-
ped much earlier. Already in XVI cent. in Poland Bartosz Paprocki3®
uncritically quoted information of this kind referring to the origin of
particular shields or family lines. Szymon Okolski3¢ and Mateusz Ignacy
Kuligowski® wrote similar things in XVII cent. In XIX cent. Jozef
Ignacy Kraszewski%, Franciszek Kowalski¥ and other dealt with ‘this
subject. They stressed certain correspondence between those legends
and folk tradition. Genealogical legends played in Georgian tradition
a much more important than in Poland. That is why Strutynski's
studies in this respect would doubtless deserve attention.

There is a certain question which I cannot decide on the basis of
my cumsory survey of this material, namely the question whether
Strutynski transmitted.the legends he heard faithfully, or whether he
subjected them to literany alterations. It is quite possible that the
versions Strutynski was told might have already been changed. The
language barrier was an obstacle. Strutynski did not know the Georgian

language or knew at most a few dozen simplest expressions. Probably

his Ceorgian friends told him the family legends which they knew.
On some occasions they might have served as interpreters in conversa-
tion with old people who did not know Russian sufficiently, for at the
beginning of the 1840 y. the greater part of the oldest generation of
Georgian aristocracy had a very poor command of Russian, unlike the
middle or young generation who had been through Russian schools,
military service, or administration. In translation from Georgian to
Russian the tales could have already been deformed. Anyway it cannot
be ignored that Strutynski was mot a scholar who would write down
everything he heard scrupulously, but a writer who often confused
real information with creations of his own imagination..

In the chapter on the finest Georgian magnate families Strutynski
included a few translations of .folk songs” gloryfying the public

3 See eg. es [E. Stankiewicz], Legendy herbowe, [in:] Stownik folkloru polskie-
go,ed. J. Krzyzanowski, Warszawa 1965, p. 200—201.

3 B, Paprocki, Gniazdo cnoty, Krakéw 1578; idem, Herby rycerstwa polskie-
go na plecloro ksiqg rozdzielone, Krakow 1584.
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skiego z tego éwiata na ftrzy czeSci zycia ludzkiego rozdzielony, Wilno 1699, See
also P. Buchwald-Pelcowa, Kuligowski Mateusz Ignacy, [in:] Polskl siownik
biograficzny, vol. 16, Wroctaw 1972, p. 152.

3% J, 1. Kraszewski, Gawedy o literaturze i sztuce, Lwow 1857, p. 251—339.

" B, Kowalski, Legendy herbowe, Zytomierz 1862, p. 409. See also Z. Cie-
chanowska, Kowalski Franciszek, [in:] Polski siownik biograiiczny, vol. 14, Wroc-
faw 1968—1969, p. 546—547. ‘


















