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THE POLES IN  AZERBAIJAN IA N REVOLUTIONARY M OVEMENT 
IN  THE LATE 19TH AND EARLY 20TH CENTURIES

D evelopm ent of the re vo lu tionary  m ovem en t w as one of m ore sign i-
ficant phenom ena in  the  socio-po litical life of R ussia a t the  end  of 
19th century. In  the la te  e igh ties and e a r ly  n ineties of 19th centu ry , 
th ere  w ere  form ed Social-D em ocratic c irc les in d ifferent cen tres of the 
em p ire1. It w as a lso a t th a t tim e tha t K arl M arx 's ideas began to find 
the ir w a y to A zerbaijan . Initia lly , these  ideas w ere  sp read  m ainly by 
re p re se n ta tive s of the local inte lligentsia . For such ac tiv ity  they  w ould 
be frequen tly  im prisoned and  next sen t into ex ile  for a t  le as t seve ra l 
years . D espite sev e re  punishm en ts and rep ressions the  num ber of pe o -
p le  involved in  the  revo lu tiona ry  ac tivity  tended  to g row  all the time. 
W o rk ers w ere  joining the  Social-D em ocratic m ovem en t as w ell, and 
a lread y  in  th e  n ineties m ost m anagem ents of Social-D em ocratic g roups 
w ere  com posed of in te lligen ts ia  and w orkers. T he com petences and 
task s of the in te lligen ts ia  m em bers included m anaging ac tiv ities of 
organiza tions, p ropaganda and  ag ita tion  among w ork ing class m asses 
and  in  o ther env ironm en ts , ed ito ria l w ork  and d istribution  of illegal 
prints. O n th e  o ther hand, the w orkers ac te d  as a  link betw een  in te l-
ligentsia cen tre  and  the c irc les in fac tories.

T he m ost favourab le  cond itions for d issem ination of revo lutionary  
ideas in  A zerbaijan  could be found in Baku. This w as, how ever, an 
ex trem ely  com plex and difficult task  for the  follow ing reasons:

1) a strong im pact of Islam, w hich sharp ly  opposed any  changes 
in the social, econom ic and po litica l life;

2) v e ry  strong patriarachal-fam ily traditions;

1 Z. Ł u k a w s k i ,  P o la c y  w  r o s y j s k i m  ru ch u r e w o l u c y j n y m  1894— 1907 [P o lo s  

in  t h e  R u ss ian  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  m o v e m e n t  1894— 1907], W ar s za w a  1984, p. 16 an d  th e  
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3) spread ing ideas of local nationalism  (pantiurkism , panislam ism , 
m iuridism);

4) ex trem e ly  low  level of education  and cultu re  (abou t 97%  of all 
M uslim s w ere  illiterate) and accom pany ing  deep ly  roo ted  pre judices, 
superstitions, and d istru s t to any  new  ideas2.

In spite of these  difficulties, the  revo lu tionary  ac tiv ists could boast 
certa in  successes in the M uslim  environm ent. The g re a te s t successes 
w e re  sco red by rep rese n ta tive s  of the  M uslim  youth, w ho had go t some 
insight into the  re vo lu tiona ry  ac tiv ity  during their  academ ic  studies 
in Russia. A m ong them  w ere , for exam p le , M ieshadi A zizbiek and N a -
rim an K ierbalaya  N adjaf.

A significant ro le  in the  A zerbaijan ian  re vo lu tiona ry  m ovem ent 
w a s played  by  the  Poles. The Polish revo lu tionary  ac tiv ists  re cru its  1 
la rg ely  from among ex iles -revolu tionaries. T hey  appeared  in guite  a big 
group in A zerbaijan  in the e ighties. T heir num ber g rew  qu ite consi-
de rab ly  in the  n ineties. Thus, for exam ple , in 1893 a lone  the  num ber 
of peop le  sent into exile  from  the  Kingdom of Poland reached  78 p er -
sons. A m ong others, S tanisław  Bezkow ski, Tom asz Szymczak, Feliks 
Turow icz, A n toni Bukiew icz, and Edmund K aw czyński3 w e re  depo rted  
to A zerbaijan.

T he revo lu t iona ry  ideas qu ick ly  m ade the ir  w ay  to the  Polish 
w orkers. The tota l num ber of the  Polish w orkers  em ployed in A zer-
ba ijan 's  indus try  am ounted to  over tw o thousands in the  las t yea rs  
of 19th cen tu ry. T hey w e re  m ainly from  W hite  R ussia and U kraine. 
R ela tive ly  ea s ily  they  ad ju s ted  them selves to  conditions existing  in 
Baku and equ ally  ea s ily  th ey  w on confidence of the  w orkers of other 
na tionalities, w hich w as due to their  excep tionally  high level of class 
aw areness. T hey  w ould often criticize  the  cap ita lis t exp lo ita tion  and 
tsa r 's  opp ression  am ong their  colleagues. It w as to the  Polish w orkers 
th a t  Social-D em ocratic ac tiv ists w ould add ress the ir  revo lu t iona ry  slo -
gans first of all. T hey  did no t have to  aw ait the ir response  for a long 
time. In the  e ighties, partic ipation  of the  Polish w orkers in the  re vo -
lu tionary  m ovem ent w as  a lread y  quite  pronounced.

The Poles in A zerbaijan  w ere  o rga nizers of the  first w orkers ' s tr i-
kes. They w ere  p rom pted  by mass p ro tests of w orkers in Petersburg 
and M oscow. The w orkers partic ipa ting  in str ik es in  A zerbaijan  de-
m anded p rim arily  increase  of the ir w a ges and sho rten ing  of w orking 
hours. Thus, m ainly econom ic causes gene ra ted  the  w orkers ' p ro tes ts 
here . In the  first s tage  of the  re vo lu tio nary  m ovem ent developm ent

* S ee : A. C h o d u b s k i ,  R e w o l u c ja  k u l tu r a ln a  w  A z e r b e j d ż a n i e ,  [C ultural re -
v o lu t io n  in A ze rb a ija n ] , G d ańsk  1981, pas sim .

• Ł u k a w s k i ,  op.  ci t .,  p. 54— 55.



in  A zerbaijan , the  m ost ac tive  involvem en t w as disp layed  by: Leon 
Jasew icz, Ju lia n  G ryglaszew ski, A ndrzej C zumak, and tw o b ro thers — 
Leonid and W łodzim ierz R ynkiew icz. T heir revo lu tionary  ac tiv ity  re -
sulted in im prisonm ent and  depo rta tion  to S iberia4.

The first ge ne ra l str ike  of politica l cha ra cter took place in Baku 
on 4th M ay 1902. O ver five thousand  w orkers took par t in it. An im-
po rtan t role  in the str ike  w as p layed  by  a Pole — H ipolit K rzyżano -
wski, who w as responsible  for p rinting  and distribu tion  of leaflets 
exhorting w orkers of d ifferent na tionalities to pa rtic ip a te  in dem on-
stra tions and strikes.

T he Polish w orke rs  in  A zerbaijan  organ ized  one of the biggest 
strikes of ra ilw aym en  in T ra nscaucasia  in  F eb rua ry  19065. A mong its 
organizers, the m ain role  w as p layed  by  Czum ak and R ynkiew icz. 
P rior to the strike , they  had been organizing m eetings during w hich 
they had stressed  the  necessity  of politica l changes in R ussia and po -
inted out the abnorm alities ex isting  in tha t coun try . Both of them 
w orked a t a ra ilw a y  s ta t ion  in Y elisav ie tpol, w he re  th ey  set up a M ar-
x is t o rga nization  called „Y elisavie tpol S ta tion O rganization", and p rin -
ted leaflets. In  F e b rua ry  1906, 47 m em bers of the  o rgan iz ation, inc lu -
ding its leaders, w e re  arrested .

A  w ide  re now n  in Y elisavietpo l w as w on by  a Polish w orke r by 
the nam e of K azimierz Borozdicz. D uring b reaks in w ork he w ould g a -
ther ra ilw aym en and acquaint them  w ith conten ts of illegal w orkers ' 
n ew spapers and leafle ts. This form  of a c tiv ity  w as v e ry  significan t 
considering the fac t th a t A zerbaijan ian  w orkers w ere  for their m ost 
p ar t illite ra te . T hey  w ere  un fam iliar w ith the  language of new spapers 
and leafle ts or w ith the w ord „revolution". Borozdicz dem anded that 
his listeners should suppo rt ac tively  s tr ikes and be ready  to u nderta ke  
arm ed struggle. In his speeches, there  p redom inated  a slogan „A w ay 
w ith anarchy"®.

R ailw aym en in A zerbaijan  w ere  gen era l d istingu ishing them selves 
by their ve ry  ac tive  involvem en t. A p art from Y elisavie tpol, it is w orth 
m entioning the w orke rs em p loyed on a ra ilw ay  junction B aladjary near 
Baku, w ho o rgan ized one of the first strikes in A zerbaijan . In the first 
ye ars of 20th century, the  sta tion-m as ter there  w as a Pole —  W ło -
dzim ierz O kulicz and his depu ty —  W ładys ław  G órnicz. Both suppo r-

4 C en tr a ln y  j G os u d a rs tvc n n yj  I stor iëe sk ij A r c h iv  A zerbajdżarask oj SSR |fu th er:
C S H A A ], f. 46, op. 1, d. 24; f. 315, op. 1, d. 814; f. 831, op. 1, d. 2; if. 898, op  1, 
d. 114.

5 I b i de m ,  f. 831, op . 1, d. 2; A . C h o d u b s k i ,  P ol s k ie  t r a d y c j e  r e w o l u c y j n e  
w  B aku,  [P o lish  r e v o lu t io n a r y  trad itio n s in  B aku ] „D zie n n ik  B a łtyck i"  1981, N o . 240.

6 C SH A A , f. 831, op. 1, d. 2, 1. 4 s.



ted the  Social-D em ocratic m ovem ent and the  w orkers  ac tively  pa rtic i-
pating  in this m ovem ent, and assisted  them  in dis tr ibu tion  of leafle ts7.

T he Polish w orkers p la ye d  a significan t ro le  in  o rgan iza tion  of 
Social-D em ocratic c irc les and  g roups in A zerbaijan . O ne of the most 
prom inent of them  in th is field w as C elina Bobrow ska (1876— 1960)8 
w ho had been  holding the position of the  se cre tary  of the Social De-
m ocratic  P arty  of R ussian W o rk ers  since  1902. She cam e from W itebsk  
Region, and her first con tac ts w ith the  w orking-class m ovem ent had 
place  in W arsa w  in 1894. Since 1898 she  had been  a mem ber of the 
Social D em ocratic P arty  of R ussian W orkers. For her re vo lu tionary  
ac tiv ity  she w as arre s ted  in 1900, bu t she m anaged to esp ace  and 
avoid penal serv itude  in th is w ay. She w en t to Sw itzerland, but she 
soon re tu rn ed  to her com panions in the re vo lu tionary  m ovem ent. She 
m ade her w ay  to Baku, w here  she sta yed  till 1905, and nex t she w as 
connected w ith  the re vo lu tiona ry  m ovem ent in  M oscow  till the end 
of her life. She a rriv ed  in B aku in connetion  w ith  d is tr ib u tio n  of 
„Iskra" (revolu tionary  new sipaper). Baku w as a t tha t time one of the 
points w he re  this new spaper w as sen t from  abroad  and nex t d is tr i-
bu ted  in  o ther pa rts  of Russia, w hile  from  Septem ber 1901 Baku w as 
a typograph ic  po in t of its re p rin ting . „Isk ra ” w as re p rin te d  th e re  in 
the  to ta l num ber of 60 000 cop ies9. I t w as also in the  underg roun d  ty -
pog raphy  in Baku „N ina" tha t the w orks of K arl M arx, F ried rich  En-
gels, K arl L iebknecht, V ladim ir Lenin w ere  p rin ted  along w ith  p roc la-
m ations and leaflets. B obrow ska a ttached  a g re at  deal of a tten tion  to 
se lec tion  of app rop ria te  politica l ag ita to rs and p ropagand ists of the 
Social-D em ocratic m ovem ent. She w ould see  to it th a t they  rep resen ted  
a ll p ro fessional groups. A n im portant sec tion of her a c tiv ity  w as the 
m ainta in ing of con tac ts w ith  revo lu tionary  activists in  sm aller cen tres 
such a s  Shusha, N uha, and K adabek.

A n im portant ro le  in the  agita tion  ac tivity  of tha t tim e w as played  
in Baku by W ik tor R adus-Zenkow icz (1877— 1967)10. H e w as a son of 
the  Polish po litica l exile. H is first contacts w ith  the Social-D em ocratic 
ac tiv ity  took place during his studies in M oscow. R adus-Zenkow icz 
w as a journalis t, w ho pub lished  his artic le s arousing enha nced  politi-
ca l ac tiv ity  of w orkers  bo th in  legal and illegal papers. In  Baku, he

i  I b id e m ,  f. 898, op. 1, d. 114.
* E n c y k lo p e d i a  R e w o lu c j i  P a ź d z i e r n i k o w e j ,  W ar sz a w a  1971, p. 43.
* I s tor i j a  A z e r b a j d ź a n a ,  vo l . 2, B aku 1960, p. 474— 475.
10 C S H A A , f. 315, op. 1, d. 814; R o b o ć e e  d v i i e n i e  v  Baku  (1905 g.) v  god u  

p e r v o j  r e v o lu c i i .  D o k u m e n t y  i m a t e r ia l ' y ,  B aku 1956, p. 541; S o v e t s k a ja  is t o r i ć e s k a j a  
e n c y k l o p e d i j a ,  vo l . 11, M o s k v a  1968, p. 832.



published his artic les in such new spa pers „B akiński R obotnik" (Baku 
W orker), „W ezw anie" (A ppeals), or „O rzeł" (Eagle).

The ac tiv ity  of ag ita tion-p ropaganda type  w as fulfilling its aims. 
The num ber of m em bers of the  Social-D em ocratic g roups w as grow ing  
all the time. T hey w ere  also joined by M uslims. The socio-political 
invo lvem ent of population and the e x ten t  of its m em bersh ip in diffe-
ren t o rgan izations found their bes t v isib le  exp ression  in the num ber 
of str ikes and partic ipa tion  of w orkers in these  strikes. H ow ever, they  
w e re  best verified by the  R evolution in 1905— 1907. To m an ifest the 
so lidarity  w ith the e v e n ts  in Petersbu rg , the  s tr ik e  organ ized in A zer-
baijan  betw een  6th and  20th of J a n u a ry  enc om p assed  a lm ost all w o rk  
establishm ents. W orkers ' p ro te s t found its suppo rt am ong certa in  re -
p re sen ta tiv es  of the in te lligen tsia . F rom  am ong the Polish in te lle c tuals 
w ell know n in Baku env ironm en t, w orke rs ' p ro test w as suppo rted  
am ong o thers by K azim ierz Skórew icz —  an architec t, Józef B ratko-
w ski — a te a c he r in Baku R eal School, Paw eł Potocki — an  eng inee r. 
Some signs of unders tand ing  for w orkers ' d em onstra tions w ere  d is-
p layed by the R ylski fam ily, a  group of m illionaires having their ow n 
stock com pany.

Q u ite significan t seem s to be h ere  the  life h isto ry  of this family, 
and the w ay in w hich they  ea rne d  their millions. H ipolit Rylski, fa ther 
of the family, ne ver felt him self to  be a m illionaire . He w as an ex ile  
in  Siberia. A fter serving  his sentence  in Siberia, he cam e to Baku, 
w here  he s ta rted  his w ork  as a ra ilw a y  track -w a lker. N ex t he got 
invo lved  in the oil ex tra c tio n  business. O w ing to his ha rd  w ork  and 
accum ulated savings he w as able to pu rchase  a sm all site  w hich p ro -
ved to be ve ry  rich in „black gold". A fter severa l ye ars  of oil e xp lo -
ita tion  he becam e one of the riche st m en in Baku. A t tha t tim e he w as 
accused of app rop ria tion  of oil from the  neighbouring oil deposits. The 
cause of this accusation w as the fac t that in 1899 one  of his helpers 
w as caugh t w hile co llecting oil from the neighbou ring oil-w ells. S la n -
ders and im puta tion led to a com plete b re akdow n  of Rylski and his 
su ic ide11. Later on, the allegations p roved  to be unjustif ied . H is ch il-
d ren  and heirs of his fo rtune did not fo rget their fa the r's  life history . 
A t the time of mass p ro tests of the w ork ing  class, the Rylski fam ily 
did not coun terac t the d isturbances. N either did they  im pose any p e-
nalties on the str ik ing  w orkers. A different a ttitude  w as assum ed by 
the  rem ain ing m illionaires in Baku. For exam ple , T ag ijev  — a mil- 
lionaire-ph ilanth rop ist th rea tened  the  striking  w orkers w ith the most 
severe  penalties, and w hen his th rea ts did no t w ork, he called in the 
genda rm erie  and o rdered  them to shoot at the w orkers.

Й Т К га]"  1809, N o . 30,



The R evolution of 1905— 1907 w as suppressed. It contribu ted, ho 
w ever, to a m arked anim ation of the cultu ra l and educational life. It 
d rew  a tten tion  to denationaliza tion  processes. W ork ers  often blamed 
re p resen ta tiv es  of the in telligen tsia  for denationaliza tion  of Poles. S tar-
ting from autum n  1905, there  w as un dertak en  a search  for new  solu-
tions that w ould allow  to invo lve the b iggest possib le num ber of the 
Polish people in Baku in the socio -cultural life. The a tta inm en t of these  
aims w as to be prom oted by  estab lishm ent of new  Polish organ iz ations 
such as „Polish H ome", C atholic Socie ty of C harity , Polish Society of 
M utual Aid „H earth ", Polish school and Polish lib ra ry 12.

A new  s tage  in the  revo lu tio nary  ac tiv ity  of the  Poles in A zerbai-
jan started  in the yea rs  of the F irst W orld  W ar. M any Poles ch eri-
shed hopes for im provem ent of their living conditions, and a su b s ta n -
tial pa rt of them hoped they  w ould be allow ed to re tu rn  to their  home 
country . These hopes w e re  accom panied  by  irre so lu tions. Q u ite  r e -
m arkable in this re sp ec t w as a sta tem en t m ade by an e lde rly  woman, 
an inhabitant of G eorg ian tow n K utaisi, w h ich w as quoted by Bohdan 
and K rzysztof Baranow ski. „A lm ost all Poles w ere  aw aiting  im patien tly  
the  tim e of re patria tion. For us, how ever, bo rn  in the  C aucasus and 
b rought up far aw ay from our coun try , this w as an approaching time 
of some huge life ca lam ity. W e had to leav e  beh ind us in K uta isi e v e -
ry thing  w hich had been  w on by two gene ra tions  and trave l to the 
unknow n"13.

The Polish people in A zerbaijan  w ere  strong ly  split then. The p ro -
p rie ta ry  classes and the inte lligen tsia  ge ne ra lly  suppo rted  the  local, 
bourgeois na tionalists. T here  developed, how ever, also quite  strong 
probo lshev ik  orien ta tion . It w as suppo rted  by the  Polish socialist o rga-
nizations. T heir m embers qu ite often joined the  Rad A rm y seeing in it 
the ir revo lu tionary  duty. In A ugust 1921, on the basis of left-w ing o rga -
nizations there  w as se t up the Polish Section a ttached  to the  C om m it-
tee  of the  Russian C om m unist P arty  (bolsheviks) in Baku. Its p rog ram -
me env isaged  tha t its m ain task  w ould be p repa ra tion  of pa rty  and 
s ta te  em ployees for their w ork  in Po land14.

The Polish Section, in accordance w ith the regu la tions abou t na -
tionality  sec tions a ttached  to pa rty  com m ittees of the  R ussian Com -

12 A. C h o d u b s k i ,  „Dom  P o ls k i"  w  B aku  [„P o lish  h om e"  in B ak u ], „Prze-
g lą d  P o lon ijn y"  1984, N o . 4, p. 101 and th e  fo l lo w in g .

13 B. B a r a n o w s k i ,  К.  B a r a n o w s k i ,  P o l a k ó w  k a u k a s k ie  d ro g i  [C au casian  
ro u te s of P o l is ] ,  Ł ód ź 1985, p. 195.

14 P ar tijn yj A r ch iv  CK A zerb a jd ź an a , f. 1, op. 23.5, N o . 20, 1.3; A. C h o d u b s k i ,  
W k ł a d  w  r e a l i z a c ję  r e w o l u c y j n y c h  ide i  [C ontrib u tion  to  R ea liza tio n  of R e v o lu t io -
n ary  Id e as ] , „G los W y b r ze ż i"  1983, N o . 220.



m unist P arty  (bolsheviks) cons titu ted  an  o rga niza tional form prom o-
ting m ore ac tive  involvem ent of the Polish com m unists in w ork for 
app rop ria te  po litica l education, a rousal of the c lass aw areness, o v e r-
coming of ba rriers betw een nations, w inn ing confidence for the com -
m unist pa rty  and the Sovie t au tho rities , and securing ac tive  and con-
scious partic ipa tion  of the Polish w ork ing m asses in the socia list re -
construction  of the coun try .

In the in itial stage  of its ac tiv ity , the  Polish section had  42 m em -
bers. It m ain ta ined v ery  c lose re la tions w ith the P olish B ureau of the 
C en tral C om m ittee of the R ussian C om m unist P arty  (bolsheviks) in 
M oscow. The Polish com m unists in A z erbaijan  w e re  a ttach ing  a g re a t 
deal of their a tten tion  to im plem entation of assum ptions of the cu ltu ra l 
revolution  m aking effo rts to e rra d ica te  illite racy, a ttra c t popu lation  to 
education , science, technique and art. A n im portant task  of the Sec-
tion w as the  ga th er ing  of the Polish c u ltu ra l h er ita g e  from  the  p re re -
volution period. D uring the turm oil of the  revo lu tion  and the  civil was, 
the cultural p roperty  of the Polish o rgan izations w as d ispersed and 
plundered. A g re at deal of a tten tion  w as devo ted  aspe cia lly  to com -
pletion of lib rary  collections, w hich w e re  nex t passed over to the Li-
b ra ry  D epartm ent of the People's C om m issariat of Education in Baku15.

The repa tria tio n  of Poles to their coun try  w as com m enced after 
th e  e nd  of the F irst W orld  W ar. It w as of a m ass and often spon ta-
neous character. A lm ost all Poles left A zerbaijan . Some of them  tried 
to re tu rn  there again after some time. This process of repa tria tio n  la -
sted till 1922.

A t the time w hen some Poles w e re  leav ing  A zerbaijan , o the rs w ere  
coming there . H ow ever, there  w ere  few er new -arrivals . M any Poles 
a rrive d  in A zerbaijan  in 1920 as soldiers of 11th A rm y. A  g re a t m any 
of them decided to rem ain there  for good and they  becam e ac tiv e ly  
involved in c onstruc tion  of the socia list rea lity . T he com m ander of 11th 
A rm y w as a Pole — M ichał Lew andow ski (1890— 1937)ie. H e cam e from 
a poor w ork ing class fam ily. Lew andow ski w as bo rn  on 15!th M ay 
1830 in Tifilis. W hen  he w as a  young boy his fa ther died  and his m o-
ther m arried a C ossack, w ho trea te d  his step son very  severely . A t the 
age  of 16 he had to begin his w ork. His f irst job w as tha t of a  new s-
-boy. H e m ade his w ay to the  arm y w hen he  did not ye t reac h  his 
adulthood. I t w as in the arm y  that he w as accep ted to  school. D uring 
the re vo lu tionary  e ven ts  he took the side of bolsheviks. H e d istingui-

15 C h o d u b s k i ,  , ,Dom  Po lsk i" .. . ,  p. 106— 107.
5,i B ik in sk ij  F ilia l C cn tra l’nocjo M u zoja  W . I. L enin a. N e g a t iv n y j  fon d, N o . 5152, 

5212, 9;)42, 22084, 11802,- A C h o d u b s k i ,  D o w ó d c a  arm ii [A rm y C om m an d er],
„G łos W y b rze ża "  1Э82, N o. U



shed himself w hen sm ashing coun terrevo lu tionary  troops form ed by 
Lavr K ornilov. Among o th ers  he took pa rt in the  battle  of K uban.

■As soon as the  R ed A rm y w as form ed he  joined it. S tarting frorm 
F eb rua ry  1918 he w as charged  w ith a task  of forming the Red A rm y 
regim ents in the  N o rth ern  C aucasus. W ithin a sho rt tim e he  m anaged 
to form big regim en ts there . In F eb ruary  1918, he w as e lec ted  a com -
m issar for m ilita ry affairs in th e  T ereck  Sovie t Republic procla im ed in 
M arch 1918 and he took over com mand of the local Red A rm y reg i-
m ents. In Ju ly  of th a t  y e a r he  p roceeded  to liqu idation  of c ou n te rre v o -
lu tionary  forces in tha t region. H e scored  num erous successes, and 
m any volun teers  w e re  joining the  reg im en ts com m anded by  him. 
A mong them  w ere  m any Poles. The m om ent 11th A rm y w as formed 
he w as appointed its suprem a com m ander. A t the beginning of A pril 
1920, this arm y  had 72.5 thousand  soldiers.

Lew andow ski devoted a g re a t deal of his a tten tion  to  the politica l 
ac tivity  of soldiers. In 1920, he joined the com m unist party. The exam -
ple of the  com m ander w a s follow ed by  his soldiers w ho also began 
to join the p a r ty  in big num bers. By M arch 1920 ev ery  fou rth soldier 
of 11th A rm y  w as a m em ber of the com m unist party . T he com m an-
der of the  A rm y w as a lso devoting a g re a t deal of his a tten tion  to 
cultu ra l-educational ac tivity . H e v ery  often charged these  du ties to his 
coun trym en. T here  w ere  se t up illite racy  era d icat ion  cen tres, clubs 
and e ve n  schools.

H av ing w on T sarits in  and A strakhan  11th A rm y w as sent to the 
T ranscaucasus. The com m ander of the  fron t w as M ichał Tuchaczew ski, 
w ho becam e the m arshal of the Sovie t U nion la ter  on. D ue to the 
fac t tha t the  cou n terrevo lu tio nary  forces held their positions ve ry  firm -
ly in the T ranscaucasus, the  Soviet troops had to  d isp lay maximum 
sacrifices and caution w hen cap turing these  areas. Lew andow ski w as 
constan tly  in touch w ith T uchaczew ski. O n 28th A pril 11th A rm y 
e n tere d  Baku.

A fter en te rin g  Baku, a part of 11th A rm y occupied sta tio nary  po -
sitions. The form s and m ethods of its party-po litica l ac tiv ities changed. 
M any soldiers, including num erous groups of Poles, established  perm a-
nen t ties w ith A zerbaijan. T hey constitu te d an  im portan t source of 
cad res for the  new ly formed republic.

L ew andow ski left 11th A rm y on 30th Ju ne  1920. H e w as appoin ted  
a com m ander of T ereck-D agestani M ilitary  G roups, and  from A ugust 
1920 he w as a com m ander of 9th K uban A rm y, w h ich w as charged  
w ith a task of sm ashing W ra ngel's  troops as soon as possible. Before 
his depa rtu re  from 11th A rm y, he w as decora ted  w ith the Red B anner 
O rder of the Sovie t A zerbaijan,



In the follow ing ye ars  he  held m any im portan t m ilita ry  posts. Bet-
w e en  1934 and 1937 he  w as a m em ber of the  M ilitary  Council of the 
Sovie t Union. In 1935, in the  h ierarc hy  of m ilita ry  functions, he  w as 
nom inated an arm y  com m ander of the  second rank. In  M arch 1936, 
he  received  the  O rder of Lenin for his exe m p lary  com m anding and 
exc ellen t com bat and political p rep ara tion  of m ilita ry  cadres. In  Jun e  
1937, sim ilarly to m any o ther em p loyees  of the  Red A rm y G eneral 
H eadquarters  he  w as un ju s tly  accused of treason  óf sta te  and  e x e -
cuted.

Poles could be  also found among organ izers of the  Com m unist Pa rty  
of A zerbaijan . Ja n  G odlew ski (1886— 1961 )17 w as one  of the m em bers 
of the  group  in itiating  convocation  of its illegal founding congress in 
F eb ruary  1920. H e cam e from  a peasan t fam ily in V olyn, and  he  began  
his w ork as a fit te r  in Baku in 1901. H e w as invo lved  in  the  rev o lu -
tion ary  ac tivity . D uring the first congress of the C om m unist P arty  
(bolsheviks) of A zerbaijan  he  w as e lec te d  a m em ber of its C en tra l 
Comm ittee. In  1920, he  w as appoin ted a po litical com m issar of the  h a r -
bour-u rban  d istric t in Baku. H e w as also a m em ber of the  R evo lu tio -
nary  Tribunal. B etw een 1923 and 1925 he  w as a chairm an  of the  D is-
tr ic t  C ourt, and  in the  la te r  yea rs  a tra de  un ion  activist. Till the  end  
of his life, he  rem ained  in  Baku.

The num ber of Polish com m unists in A zerbaijan  w as increasing 
qu ite  considerably  starting  from  sum m er 1920. M any rep rese n ta tives  
of the  young Polish in telligen tsia  joined the  party. The Poles re ad ily  
partic ipa ted  in politica l courses and tra ining  to  be  able to  partic ipate  
ac tive ly  in socialist transfo rm ations of the  Soviet U nion la te r on. Q u ite  
a big group  of them  w as sen t to s tudy  in L eningrad and M oscow.

In the first ye a rs  of the  Sov ie t political ru le  in  A zerbaijan, Polish 
comm unists w e re  m em bers of p ractica lly  all organs of pow er. Thus, for 
exam ple , Eugeniusz Tom aszew ski w as a deputy  C om m issar for Edu-
cation, Ja n  G odlew ski w as a chairm an  of the  D istrict Court, M ichał 
U szyński, M ichał Dow na r-Zapolski and M ichał D ąbrow ski18 w ere  among 
the founders of Baku U niversity , Paw eł Potocki and M ichał A bram o-
w icz dealt w ith geolog ica l problem s, and Ludw ik K nit and A leksander 
P iestun-D ąbrow ski ex erte d  a significan t influence on developm ent of 
the  A z erbaijanian  a r t19.

The revo lu tio nary  ac tiv ity  of the  Poles in the C aucasus, inc luding
17 E n c y k lo p e d ia  R e w o l u c j i  p. 118.
18 A . C h o d u b s k i ,  N a  p r in ci pa ch  d r u i b y  i s o l r u d n ic e s t v a ,  „U gru n da"  1981,
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A zerbaijan , w as an object of anim ated in tere st on the Polish territo rie s 
and the  Polish em ig ran ts in W e stern  Europe in the second half of 19th 
cen tu ry  and in the e a rly  20th centu ry . This ac tiv ity  received  also som e 
a tten tion  of the Polish Socialist P arty  led by Józef P iłsudsk i20. In 1901, 
there  came ou t a b rochu re  w ritten  by Leon W asilew ski and en titled 
W e w sp ó lny m  jarzmie  (Under the comm on yoke), in w hich the autho r 
w as po inting a t the necessity  of fighting together w ith the C aucasian 
nations to overth row  the  tsarism . In the period of even tfu l re vo lu tio -
na ry  tran sform ations, the Polish R egency C ouncil in W arsaw  delega-
ted it»  re p rese n ta tiv e  to the C aucasus. This w as W acław  O strow ski, 
who ac ted as ,,royal-Polish re p rese n ta tive  a ttac hed  to the governm e nts 
of G eorgian, A rm enian and A zerbaijan ian R epublics", and la ter on  w hen 
Poland regained  its independence as „rep resen ta tiv e  of the Polish s ta te  
in the C aucasus". Due to a big num ber of the Poles in Baku, O strow ski 
opened the Polish C onsu la te th e re21, w hich w as d irec ted among o thers 
by S tanisław  W ąsow icz, (Jan) Tydelski and Stefan Rylski.

W hile  describing the ac tiv ity  of Polish com m unists in A zerbaijan, 
it is w orth no ting tha t Polish w om en w ere  ac tively involved in e m a n-
cipation and a teiza tion  ac tivities. The main platfo rm  for the a te ization 
ac tiv ity  w as the U nion of F ighting A theists led by a Pole — Ignacy 
Dębicki. In the first y ea rs  of the  Sovie t rule, the  Poles w ere  amonq 
the b iggest ac tivists of the Union. The Polish w om en also distinguished 
them selves in p roduction sphere, in the s tate  adm inistra tion , an I in 
the  socio-cu ltu ral life. It w as ea sie r for them  to effect changes in the 
social re la tions p revailing there  than  for rep resen ta tive s of o ther na tions.

In the  Sovie t period, m any Poles invo lved them selves ac tive ly  in 
construction of the  socia list rea lity . T here  rem ained, how ever, their 
qu ite  significant part w ho refused to accep t the re vo lu tionary  changes. 
T hey w ould c rea te  opposition o rgan izations such as e.g. „Prom eteusz". 
A. pa rt of the Poles w ith this o rien ta tion  tried to leave  the Sovie t 
U nion by all m eans and they  often becam e involved in the antisocia list 
ac tiv ity  trend. In such a w ay behaved a w ell know n activ ist am o n i the 
Poles in the C aucasus — S tanisław  Zuber22. He left for Italy w here  he 
becam e one of advisors of B enito M ussolini.

In stitu te1 for P o litica l S c ie n ce ,  
U n iv e r s ity  of G d an sk

80 J. R o y  с h m  a n , K a u k a z  [C a u c as u s ], [in:] P ols ka  i P o l a c y  w  c y w i l i z a c j a c h  
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A n d r z e j  C h o d u b s k i

POLAC Y W  NU R CIE  A Z E RB E JD Ż A NS KIEG O  R UC H U  RE W O L U C Y JN E G O  
W  K O Ń C U  X IX  I N A  P O C Z Ą T K U  X X  W .

W  k ońcu  X IX  w . jed n ym  z w a żn y c h  zjaw isk  ży c ia  p o l i ty c z n o -s p o łe c z n e g o  R osji  
b yło  k s zta łto w an ie  siq ruch u r e w o lu c y jn e g o . W te d y  r ó w n ież  z a c z ę ły  p rzen ik a ć do  
A ze rb ejd żan u  id ee  K aro la  M ark sa. Is to tn e  m ie js c e  w  ruch u r ew olu c y jn y m  te g o  kraju  
za ję li P o lac y . W yr ó ż n ili  s ię  w  nim  za rów n o  p r z e d sta w icie le  in te lig e n cj i , jak  i r ob o t-
n icy . P o ls cy  d zia ła cz e  r ew o lu c y jn i  r ek ru to w ali s ię  w  d u żej m ie rz e  s p o śr ód  z e sła ń có w .  
N a p oc zątk u  la t d z ie w ię ć d z ie s ią ty c h  do A zer b ejd żan u  z es ła n o  m . in. S ta n is ła w a  B cz-  
k o w s k ie g o , T om asza  S zy m c zak a , F e lik s a  T u row icz a , A n to n ie go  B u k iew ic za , E dm unda  
K a w c zy ń s k ie go .

W  os ta tn ic h  la ta ch  X IX  w . w  p r z em yś le  A z er b ejd ża n u  p r ac ow a ło  p on ad  2 ty s ią c e  
p olsk ich  r ob otn ik ó w . W y ró ż n ia ł ic h  sp o śró d  in n yc h  n a ro d o w oś c i tam  p r acu ją cy ch  
w ys o k i  p oziom  ś w ia d o m o ś c i k la so w e j .

P o lac y  w  A ze r b e jd ż an ie  b y l i org an iza tora m i p ier w s z yc h  str a jk ó w  r ob otn icz ych .  
W  p ie rw s ze j fa z ie  k s z ta łto w a n ia  s ię  ru chu  r e w o lu c y jn e g o  w  A z er b e jd ża n ie  du żą  
a k ty w n o ś cią  w y r ó żn ia l i s ię : L eon J a se w ic z , Ju lian  G ry g la sz e w sk i , A n d rz ej C zu m ak,  
b racia  L eon id  i W ło d zim ie r z  R y n k ie w ic zo w ie . W śr ód  grup  z a w o d o w y c h  s z c z e g ó ln ie  
du ża  a k ty w n o ś ć  re w o lu c y jn a  c e ch o w a ła  P o la k ó w  k o le jar z y .  S ze r ok o  zn an i z tej  
d z ia ła ln o ś c i b y l i k o leja rz e  z J e lis aw ie tp o la  i B aład żarów .

N a  p o lu  or ga n izacj i k ó ł  i grup  s o c ja ld e m o k r a ty c z n y c h  w  A z er b e jd ża n ie  w y -
różn i li s ię  C el in a  B ob r ow sk a  i W ik to r  R ad u s-Z e n k ow ic z . W y s tą p ie n ia  r e w o lu c y jn e  
c ie s z y ły  s ię  tam  p op arcie m  in te lig e n c j i.  N a  s z c z e g ó ln ą  u w a g ę  z a s łu g iw a ły  p o s ta w y  
np. K azim ierza  S k ó re w icz a  —  arc h ite k ta , Jó zefa  B r atk o w sk ie go  —  n a u cz y c ie la ,  P aw ła  
P o to c k ieg o  —  in żyn iera .

N o w y  etap  a k ty w n o ś c i  re w o lu c y jn e j  P o la k ó w  w  kraju  o gn ia  z a r y s o w a ł  się  
w  la tac h  I w o jn y  ś w ia to w e j . W  sier p n iu  1921 r. n a b a zie  o rg an iza cj i le w ic o w y c h  
(SDKPiL, P P S -L ew icy , PPS) p o w s ta ła  s e k c ja  p o lsk a  p rzy  K o m ite c ie  RKP(b) w  B aku.  
W  p rogram ie  sw y m  jak o  g łó w n e  za d a n ie  p o s ta w iła  p r zy g o to w a n ie  p ra co w n ik ó w  
p ar ty jn y ch  i p a ń s tw o w y c h  do p rac y  w  P o ls ce .

W  1920 r. du żo  P o la k ó w  k o m u n is tó w  p r zy b y ło  do B aku w  sz er e ga c h  XI A rm ii  
C z er w o n e j. D o w ó d cą  arm ii b y ł P o lak  M ich a ł L e w a n d o w s k i . W  p ie r w s zy c h  la tach  
w ła d z y  ra d ziec k iej  w  A z er b e jd ża n ie  p o ls c y  k o m u n iś c i  za siad a li  p r aw ie  w e  w s z y s tk ic h  
tam tejszy ch  orga n ach  w ład zy . T ak  np. za s tę p cą  k om isarza  lu d o w e g o  o ś w ia t y  b y ł  
E u ge n iu sz  T om a sz ew sk i , p r ze w o d n ic zą cy m  Sądu O k r ęg o w eg o  Jan  G od lew sk i,  U n i-
w er s y te t  B ak iń sk i or g an izo w a li  M ik o ła j  D ąb row sk i, M ik o ła j  U s zy ń sk i,  M ich a ł  D ow -  
n ar-Z a p o isk i, o p rob lem ach  g e o lo g i i  d e c y d o w a li  P a w eł  P oto ck i,  M ich a ł A b ram ow icz ,  
n a k szta łt az erb ejd ża ń sk ie j sz tu k i is to tn y  w p ły w  w y w ie r a li  L u d w ik  K n it i A le k s a n -
d er  P iestu n -D ąb r ow sk i.


