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THE STATE AND THE NEED FOR POLISH STUDIES 
O N  THE HISTORY OF AZERBAIJA N

T he Polish studies on the  his to ry  of A z erbaijan  may seem  at the  
firs t glance  to have  ex trem e ly  long trad itions  as they  date  back  to 
15th ce ntury. A p recu rso r of these  stud ies m ay be considered the  
vene ra b le  15th ce n tu ry  h isto rian  Ja n  Długosz. The orig ins of his 
in terest in the C aucasus affa irs w ere  as follows. In  15th centu ry , on 
the te rrito ry  of the p resen t A zerbaijan  th ere  ex isted  sta tes crea ted  
by the Turkm en  conquerors i.e. the  s ta te  of the  so -called Black Ram 
(K ara-K oyunw u) and  of the W hite  Ram (A k-K oyunw u)1.

T he s ta te  of the W hite  Ram ru led  by U zun H asan  cam e to play  
a  significant role in the second half of 15th cen tu ry . Its ca p ita l w as 
Tebriz lying in  sou thern  A zerbaijan , and its possessions encom passed  
a considerab le  pa rt  of the C aucasus and parts  of the  p resen t Iran  and 
Iraq. This s ta te  rep resen te d  a  serious coun terw eigh t for O ttom an 
T urkey. In the seven ties of 15th cen tu ry , U zun H asan  tried to estab lish  
diplom atic re la tions w ith  num erous E u ropean  sta tes, am ong o th ers  w ith 
Jage llon ian  s ta te  and organize the  an ti-T urkish coalition2. U zun H a-
san 's envoys arrived  a t  the  court of the  Polish King C asim ir in  1474 
proposing an alliance  and a m arriage  of U zun H asan 's daugh ter w ith 
King C asim ir 's son. It w as to these problem s tha t Długosz devo ted  
a little  m ore of his a tten tion . A nyw ay , the h isto rian  w as not too w ell 
acquain ted w ith C aucas ian -Iran ian  affairs calling U zun H asan  e r ro -
neously a ru ler of the  P ersian s ta te3.

1 D. M. I b r a g i m o v ,  F e o d a ln y e  g o s u d a r s t v a  na te r r i to r i  A z e r b a j d i a n a  X V  
v e k a ,  B aku  1963, p. 37.

2 J. M. M a c h m u d o v , V z a i m o o l n o i e n i j a  g o s u d a r s tv a  A k- K o ju n l 'u  с  V e n e c i e j
{60— 70 gg.  X V  v e k a ) ,  B aku 1966, p. 21— 22.

3 J. D ł u g o s z ,  O p e r a  om n ia , vo l. 14, C r ac ov ia c  1878, p. 601— 602.



The proper in te re st  in the  peoples of the  C aucasus began  to be 
displayed by Poles a t the time w hen s tarting  from 16th and 17Lh ce n -
turies m utual trad e  re la tions began to p lay a grow ing role and w hen 
the  C atholic m issions of the Je su its  and the C arm elite  m onks be^an 
the ir ac tiv ity  there . T he m issions w ere  largely com posed of the monks 
of Polish ex tra c tion . O ne of such m onks w orking in A zerbaijan  and 
A rm enia w as Tadeusz  K rusiński. He stayed  in the C aucasus betw een 
1705 and 1726. A fter his re tu rn  to Poland he w ro te  severa l w orks in 
Latin devoted  to Persian -A fghan w ars describing ex te nsive ly  am ong 
others problem s connected w ith  the history  of the C aucasus in the 
iirątt hallf of 18th cen tu ry  and, thus, w ith  the h is to ry  of A zerbaijan , 
A rm enia , G eorgia and D agestan, as w ell as custom s and living cond i-
tions of the inhab itan ts of these  countries. K rusiiiski's w orks, w hich 
w ere  trans la ted  into m any foreign languages and published in m any 
coun tries in the  tim es past, a re  perhaps the m ost va lua b le  source of 
inform ation for stud ies on the  C aucasus of tha t time, although they  
ha ve  been utilized  by scholars to  an  insignificant deg ree  as yet.

A special role in  the Polish stud ies on the  C aucasian  sta te s and 
nations was p la yed  by the  partic ipan ts  in the N ovem ber Insu rrec tion  
of 1830 forcefu lly  en listed  into the  R ussian arm y and  by the m em bers 
of various  patrio tic  organiza tions, w ho after being arres te d  w ere  u su -
a lly  sentenced to long-term  arm y service in the C aucasus. All in all 
inc luding soldiers from o rd inary  consciptions tens of thousands of Po-
les stayed in the C aucasian sta tes. A mong them  there  w ere also e d u -
cated people such as students, teachers, c lerks and rep rese n ta tive s of 
the  learned  professions. It often happened  tha t the beautiful local land -
scape, quite different re ligious beliefs and custom s of the C aucasian 
nations w ould g ene ra te  live ly  in te re st and som etimes also sym pathy 
among the  exiles. A s a resu lt there  w ould be w ritte n  num erous re la -
tions, reports, dexcrip tions etc. oftentim e containing a lot of precious 
inform ation from d ifferent spheres of life. Ju s t like the w orks of K ru -
siński they  gene ra lly  concerned all the C aucasian sta tes, although to 
a differen t degree. A cco rdingly, the  p resen t re view  will p resent the 
silhoutes and repo rts of only those exiles, w hich are  of the g re a tes t 
im portance  for the Polish stud ies on A zerbaijan.

The long list of such exiles is opened by H ipolit (Jan?) Jaw orski 
sentenced to penal m ilitary com panies in the C aucasus for p artic ipa-
tion in the N ovem ber Insurrection . He spent 11 yea rs  there. In the 
e a rly  forties he w as prom oted to the rank  of non-comm issioned officer 
and next to tha t of officer for his personal b ravery, fn 1846 he  re tu r -
ned to Poland. His fragm ents of C aucasian  rem in iscences w ere  publj-



shed in the „G azeta C odzienna" (Daily G azette) in the ye a rs  1858— 1859 
and their  com plete  vo lum e en title d  „W spom nienia Kaukazu"  (M emo-
ries of the C aucasus) came ou t in Poznań in 1877. B esides a  historical 
introduction  he inc luded in his book, am ong others, descriptions of 
the na tu re  of the C aucasus, econom ic re la tions  in A zerbaijan , Ind ian 
tem ples of f ire-w orsh ippers a t Surukhan, as w ell as descrip tions of 
m any A zerbaijan i tow ns such as G aku, Shem akha, K uba, G andzha and 
Lenkoran.

K azimierz Łapczyński, a construction  engineer, found him self in  the 
C aucasus in a sim ilar w ay. In 1844 he w as fo rcefu lly  en listed in to 
the tsar's  arm y for his pa trio tic  ac tivity . H is rou te  in  the  C aucasus 
w ent first a long the  coast of the C asp ian Sea from  D erbent to  Sum gait 
near Baku, and from  Baku to Shem akha and Tifilis. A s an  officer of 
the eng inee ring  corps he w as sen t to  N akh itchevan , w he re  he  w as to 
supervise  w orks on construction of a m ilita ry hospital. Thus, he  w as 
to cross again  the te rrito ry  of A zerbaijan, this time across its w es tern  
part. O n re tu rn  to Poland, he included, am ong others, m uch info rm a-
tion about N akh itchevan, its past and h is to rica l m onum ents in the  
descrip tions of h is trave ls published in the  „T ygodnik Ilus trow any" 
(Ilu stra ted  W eek ly ) in the ye a rs  1966— 1968.

A zerbaijan  re ceived  also a g re at deal of a tten tion  in the  m em oirs 
of M ichał B utow t-A ndrzejkow icz, w ho did in the  C aucasus his penal 
m ilita ry  serv ice  for partic ipa tion  in the  conspira cy  of Szym on K o-
narsk i. H e had first spen t severa l ye a rs  in Tifilis, and then his m ili-
tary  un it w as tran sferred  to T em ir-K han-Shura in D aaestan acro ss the 
te rrito ry  of A zerbaijan , and nam ely  through Shambor, G andzha, Sha- 
lakh, across the Shyrm ansk P la ins to Shem akha, and n ex t th rouah  
Baku, Kuba and D erbent. M ichał B u tow t-A ndrzejkow icz in his tw o-vo -
lum e m emoirs en title d  Szkice  K aukazu  (Sketches of the  C aucasus) oub- 
lished in W arsa w  in 1859 p resen ted  his interesting  observations  of the 
coun try  and inhab itants of A zerbaijan, the ir m en ta lity , re ligious cu -
stoms along w ith  accu ra te  rem arks abou t the  sp read ing  u se  of the 
A zerbaijani language, w hich in the  C aucasus and in the  area betw e en  
the  C aucasus and  India  p layed  a ro le  sim ilar to  tha t of the  F rench  
language in Europe.

Of the g re a te s t im portance in this li te rary  w orks of m em oirs and 
descrip tive  cha ra cter is the w ork  of M ateusz G ralew sk i, a son of 
a pea san t from M azew  v illage  ne ar Łęczyca. H e ob tained  his e du ca -
tion ow ing •'to p ro tec tion  ex tended  to him by a local leaseholder. H a-
ving been a rres te d  for his pa triotic  ac tivity , he w as sen tenc ed  to the  
com pulsory m ilitary serv ice  in the C aucasus in 1844. H e w as doing



it m ainly in A zerbaijan  till 1856, and he w as prom o ted to the officer 
rank  in the arm y headquarters . A fter his re tu rn  to  Poland, he con ti-
nued his ac tive  social and patrio tic  w ork. In 1877, he published his 
observations in Lvov in a v e ry  bu lky  volum e (560 pages) en titled  
Kaukaz. W spom n ien ia  z dw unastole tn ie j  niewoli. Opisanie kraju. Lud-
ność. Z w ycza je  i obycza je  (The C aucasus. R ecollections from 12 yea rs ' 
im prisonm ent. D escription of the  coun try . Population. C ustoms and T ra -
ditions).

M ateusz G ralew ski described  in g re a t deta il m any tow ns in w hich 
he w as doing his arm y  service. Thus, he described in turn  e.g. D erbent 
lying in D agestan bu t h isto rica lly  connected w ith A zerbaijan , its le -
gends, m onum ents of arch itec tu re  and  folk customs, nex t —. O ld and 
N ew  Kuba, a m ilita ry  se ttlem en t a t K usary, Baku — the  capital of the 
p rese n t A zerbaijan, the tem ple a t Surukhan, the tow ns of Shemakh. 
N ukha and G andzha. H e w as also fasc inated  by and described w ith 
p rec ision of an e thnog raph ic  rep o rt the folk legends and custom s and. 
especially , those connected w ith M oslem  beliefs, re lig ious songs and 
w edding cerem onies. M oreover, he included in his w ork a g re a t deal 
of in form ation about the s ta te  of roads, fertility  of soil, post stations, 
etc. T aking all this into account, it can be sa id tha t G ralew ski collected 
ve ry  rich m ateria ls giving a good insigh t into no rthern  A zerbaijan, 
w hich has not been  fully  utilized in scientific studies so far.

The nex t au tho r describ ing this region w as Ju liu sz  S tru tyński who 
w as w riting  under a pen-nam e of Sas-Berlicz. As a tsa r 's  officer he 
w as doing his arm y service  in the C aucasus in the forties of 19th ce n -
tury, first at Tifilis, n ex t a t N akhitche van  and o ther tow ns of A z er-
baijan. It is qu ite possible tha t he m astered the A zerbaijan i lanquace. 
H e w as in tere sted  in  the past h is tory  a nd  the then  life of the  coun try, 
in local songs and legends. O ne of them  becam e a basis for his li te -
rary  w ork about G iul-Shada, w hich w as published in Lvov in 1872. 
In his o ther books such as Miscelanea  pub lished in  V ilnius in 1855 
end Kilka badań geo log icznych i d z ie jow ych  Kaukazu  (Severa l psaolo- 
gical and h istorical studies of the C aucasus), w hich came out in Berlin 
in  1857, he p re sen ted  a w ealth  of inform ation from the sphere  of ge o -
logy, older and m ore recen t history, and econom ic re la tions in his 
con tem porary  A zerbaijan .

The re la tions about A zerbaijan  w ritten  by A leksander C hodźko 
w e re  conceived  in a som ew hat different way. H e was a friend  of 
A dam  M ickiew icz, and a ta len ted  poet as w ell as a distinguished  Po-
lish o rien ta list. Chodźko studied the  E astern  languages in Petersburg 
w here  one of his lec tu re rs  was D jafar M irza T optchybasha, an Ажсх-



baijani. In 1829 he w as sent to Tebriz, w here he w as to be a tran s la to r 
in Lhe R ussian consu late . W hile stay ing in Baku he sent severa l r e -
ports, w hich in their R usiian tran sla tion  appeared  in a m agazine „Lite-
ra tu rna ja  G azeta". T hey con tained descrip tions of Baku and its a rch i-
tectonic m onuments, descriptions of its environs, including among 
others the tem ple a t Surukhan, and the legends and sto ries be longing 
to the A zerbaijani folklore. His in tere st in the  m ateria l cultu re  and, 
especially , in the folklore of the A zerbaijani villages and tow ns grew  
ev e n  stronger in  Tebriz, w here  he w rote  dow n m any legends and folk 
songs, am ong others  about a noble  high land  robber K oroghl or Syn  
ślepca  (Son of a blind man). H e m ade a good u se  of them  la ter on in 
his num erous scientific studies pub lished for the ir m ost pa rt in F rance  
and England.

R ela tionships betw een the Polish and the A zerbaijani l ite ra tu re  
s tarte d  also in  the second q uarter of 19th cen tu ry. T heir p ioneer can 
be said to be a young Polish o rien ta lis t and a ta lented  poet W ła dy -
sław  Spitznagel, a friend of Juliusz  Słow acki. W hile  studying the  Eas-
tern  languages in Petersburg  under supervision  of D jafar M irza Topt- 
chybasha  he tran sla te d  into F rench  a big fragm ent of the classica l 
w ork  Iskander N am e  by N izami from  G andzha, one of the  first A zer-
baijan i poets from 12th ce ntury . The g re a t ach ievem en t of Spitznagel 
lay  in the fact tha t his tran sla tion  w as one of the e arl ie s t tran s la tions 
of any  of N izam i's poem s into a E uropean language.

Some of the  Poles stay ing  in  the C aucasus possessed li te ra ry  ta -
lents. C onsequen tly , a pa rt from  descrip tions and reports, th e re  w ere 
also w ritten  num erous lite ra ry  w orks such as poem s, stories, sho rt sto -
ries, and novels, w hich w ould som etim es p rese n t the social and cul-
tu ra l situa tion  in  T ranscaucas ia  during  tha t epoch. The w orks of this 
k ind  deserve  a  specia l m ention he re  due to their strong im pact on 
re aders a nd  the  fact tha t th ey  shape d in this w ay  a  ce rta in  stereo type 
im age of the C aucasian  states. The w riters  w ere  a t trac ted  first of all 
by exotic e lem en ts of the M oslem  A zerbaijan .

The sto ry  of Ju liusz  S tru tyńsk i e n title d  O brazy  z natury . Giul-Szada. 
Powieść wschodnia  (Pictures from  natu re . G iul-Shada. T he e s te rn  story) 
w as also of a lite ra ry  characte r. It w as based  on the  life of an A zer-
baijani — M ehm ed H ad ja  and his beau tifu l w ife —  G iul-Shada. H ow e-
ver, in this type  of l ite ra ry  ou tput it w as W ładysław  S trzelnick i w ho 
d istinguished himself. For his consp ira tional ac tiv ity  during his ac ad e-
mic studies in K iev he w as sen tenced  to pe na l arm y service  in D age-
stan  and A zerbaijan . H e died in his young age, b u t  desp ite  tha t he 
m astered the  A z erbaijani language and left qu ite a significan t lite ra ry



output, in  w hich the first place  is held by  his con trove rs ia l novel M cih- 
m|u^qk. This novel w as pub lished tw ice  in Po lish in  1847 and 1860, 
and its R ussian tran sla tion  cam e out in  Tifilis in  1848. W hen  describing 
com plica ted adve n tu res of the title  hero, S trzelnicki p re sen ted  in a sa-
tir ical w ay  the re la tions  in  A z erbaijan  a t the tim e of transform ations 
occu rring under influence of this coun try 's con tac t w ith the European 
culture .

In  the  second half of 19th centu ry , soldiers continued  to rep resen t 
a bigger pa rt of all Poles staying in  T ranscaucasia . A ccording to the 
population census from 1897, the num ber of Poles reached  15 000 there, 
w ith  m ost of them  liv ing in the G eorgian gubern iya s and in K arsk di-
stric t. M ore than  tw o-thirds of all Poles w e re  so ld iers and m em bers 
of their fam ilies. In Baku and Elizavetpol guberniyas , w hich w ere inco r-
po ra ted  in to A zerbaijan  la ter  on, th ere  w ere  over 2000 Poles, w ith so l-
d iers and m em bers of the ir fam ilies accounting for on ly one-th ird of 
them. This indicates tha t tow ards the  e nd  of 19th cen tu ry, tw o-thirds 
of all Poles cam e to A z erbaijan  of the ir ow n free  w ill. In  o ther parts 
of T ranscaucasia , the  share  of Poles staying there  for pro fessional and 
pe rsonal re asons w as low er but, for exam ple , in  T ifilis a lone  and  its 
d istr ic t there  w ere  over 3000 Poles for these  reasons. T hat w as due to 
the fac t tha t a t  tha t tim e the C aucasus w as becom ing a  destination  po in t 
of num erous tou rist tr ip s and  trave ls  for a cu re  to  he alth  and m ineral 
reso rts  ga ining certa in  popu larity  a lre ad y  then. H ow ever, the m ain 
m o tive  behind a g row ing inflow  of Poles w e re  econom ic and  p rofessio-
nal considera tions. Thus, for exam ple , T ranscaucasia  w as an  im portant 
sales m arket for goods p roduced by tex tile  ind ustry  in Łódź and a sup-
p ly  sou rce  of cotton, w hich m ade it n e ce ssa ry  for indus tria lists to 
m ainta in  quite  a big num ber of the ir  em p loyees on  the spot.

In  the  case  of A zerbaijan, an  a tt ra c tiv e  fac tor w as a rap id  develop -
m en t of the  oil indus try  a t  the  en d  of 19th cen tu ry  and  a hope for m a-
k ing  big m oney. E qually prom ising w e re  opportunitie s to  find em ploy -
m ent in  the  s ta te  adm in istra tion, in  som e k inds of the  learned  profes-
sions, and  in  .co ns tructio n  of ra ilw a y  lines. F rom  am ong these  Poles, 
a  g re a t reno w n  w as w on  by  W ito ld  Zglenicki, an  e ng ine er and a ge o -
logist, w ho from  1891 w as  a  m anager of Baku Essay Office. H e w orked 
ou t im proved m ethods of oil drillings and scientific m ethods of p ro spec-
ting  for oil deposits. H e gaine d  the  g re a te s t  fam e for his pioneer method 
of deep-sea  drillings. A  p a rt  of his incom es from  oil sites, w h ich he had 
pu rc hased  a t the beginning of 20th cen tu ry , w as left in  his last w ill for 
the  so-called M ianow ski Fund in W arsaw , a social in stitu tion  holding 
patrona ge over the Po lish cu ltu re  and science. D ue to this bequest, the



Foundation received  a total of alm ost 1.4 milion rubles, w hich w as 
a huge am oun t of m oney by the then standards . W itold Zglenicki w as 
ca lled  „ the  Polish N obel", and the pub lic ity  given  to this eve n t aroused  
the in terest in the C aucasus among the Polish society.

The above rev iew  show s tha t till the ou tbreak  of the F irst W orld 
W ar, these w ere m ain ly the Poles w ho by fa te  decree  found them selves 
in tha t a rea tha t w ere  dealing first of all w ith stud ies on the h isto ry  
of A zerbaijan, and m ore w idely w ith  the  h istory and re la tions in T ra ns-
caucasian  sta tes. H ow ever, a lrea dy  in the second half of 19th ce n tu ry  
there  began  the  second trend  in the Polish studies on T ranscaucasia, 
w hen the problem s of tha t a rea  becam e an object of the Polish h isto rians' 
in terest. A beg inn ing to such studies w as m ade by a num ber of the 
authors, who focussed the ir a tten tion  on re la tionsh ip s betw een  Poland 
and the  sta te  of Saphavides. N atu ra lly , som e doubts could be e n te r -
tained  as regards  the fact w hether the sta te  should be considered  to 
be  A zerbaijani or Iran ian . M ost certa in ly  the first ru lers  w ere  local 
A z erbaijani dynasts, w ho rep resen ted  the folk religion, w hich w as 
shiism  in those  days. H ow ever, having  conquered  the  e n t ire  Persia 
they  m oved their  cap ita l from A zerbaijan i A rdebil to Isfahan. To an 
incre as ing ly  bigger degree , this sta te  began  to adopt a character of 
a P ersian  m onarchy, a lthough  a decisive  ro le  w as p layed  by  A zer-
baijan i e lem e n ts  in it. I t appears tha t this state, especia lly  in 17th 
centu ry , w as m ain ta ining  viv id  diplom atic contac ts w ith Poland. O n the 
area  of the p resen t A zerbaijan , and nam ely  in G andzha and  other 
tow ns, there  w ere  operating Polish C atholic missions. T hese  problem s 
w e re  an  ob ject of scientific studies in the second half of 19th cen tu ry  
conducted by  A ntoni M uchliński4, an o rien ta list and a historian , and 
re sea rch ers  dealing w ith h is to ry  of the  Je su i t O rder, first of all — 
S tanisław  Z ałęsk i5. Some time later, th ere  problem s received  the a tten -
tion of Ja n  Sygański8, an o rien ta list Tadeusz K ow alsk i7, a K ara ite  p riest

4 A. M u c h l i ń s k i ,  M a t e r i a ł y  d o  d z i e jó w  K o ś c i o ł a  p o l s k i e g o  w  j ę z y k a c h  
w s c h o d n i c h  p o b r a n e  [M ate ria ls for th e  h is to ry  of th e  P o lish  chu rch  c o l le c te d  in  
ea s ter n  la n g u a g e s ] ,  „P a m iętn ik  R elig ijn o-M ora ln y "  1861, v o l. 7, p. 531— 553.

5 S. Z a ł ę s k i ,  M i s j e  w  P e rs j i  w  X V I  i X V I I  w i e k u  p o d  p r o t e k to r a t e m  P o ls k i  
[M is sio n s in  P ersia  in 16th and  17th ce n tu r ies  u n d er P o lan d 's p atro n a ge ],  „M is je  

K ato lick ie"  1882, vo l . 1, p. 3— 10, 25— 31, 49— 66.
* J. S y ą a ń s k i ,  Z n o t a t e k  p o d r ó ż n y c h  o. M ic h a ła  W i e c z o r k o w s k i e g o ,  m i s j o -

n a rz a  a p o s t o l s k ie g o  w  P er s j i  1715— 1720  [Som e tr av e l  n o te s  of R ev . M ich a ł W ie -
c zo r k o w s k i , aposito lic m is sio n a ry  in P ersia  1715— 1720], K r ak ó w  1912.

7 Г. K o w a l s k i ,  O  ks.  M ic h a ła  W i e c z o r k o w s k i e g o  T. J. m i s jo n a r z a  p e r s k i e g o  
pr ac a c h  tu r e c k ic h  [T u rkish w ork s of R ev . M ic h a ł W ie c z o r k o w s k i —  P e rsia n  m is s io -
n a ry ] , „R oczn ik  O rien ta listyc z n y"  1935, v o l. 12, p. 1— 27.



Serai Szapszal8, and  of h is to rian s S tanisław  B rzeziński9 and S tanisław  
K ościa łkow sk i10.

To som e exten t, w ith A z erbaijan 's h isto ry  w as connected  a short 
tre a tise  of Bolesław  Stachoń cencerning  a ttem p ts to es tab lish  re la tions 
by  Poland  w ith  the W h ite  Ram s ta te  existing in the  second half of 
15th cen tury  on the  te rrito ry  of today 's  A z erbaijan11, w hich w as re -
corded by Ja n  Długosz in his annals. A no ther thing is tha t being 
poorly acquain ted  w ith e thn ic  problem s of the M iddle East, this autho r 
did not quite rea lize  the  d ifference w h ich ex isted  a t tha t tim e betw een 
Iran ian  P ers ians and T u rk ish  A zerbaijan is and Turkm en, to w hich be-
longed the  tr ibes com posing the  s ta te  of the W hite  and Black Ram.

A se pa ra te  m ention should be m ade of tw o other lite rary  works, 
w h ich in  some w ay  are  connected  w ith the sub ject in  question. In 1838, 
th ere  cam e ou t in W arsaw , published  by  A z erbejdżańskie  W yda w n i-
ctw o N aukow e (A zerbaijani Scientific Publishers) a book w ritte n  by 
a C aucasian  em ig ra n t M ehm ed Emin R esul-Zade and en title d  A ze rbe j-
dżan  w  walce  o niepodległość  (A zerbaijan in  its strugg le  for indepen -
dence). I t w as w rit te n  in a d is tinc tly  anti-Sov ie t spirit, bu t it con-
ta ined  a g re a t deal of inform ation about the la tes t h isto ry  of A ze r-
baijan. I t should be  noted, how ever, tha t this book a lthough published 
in  Polish w as w ritte n  by an  A zerbaijan i autho r and, hence, it h ard ly  
fits into the range of the  p re se n t analysis. O n the  o ther hand, it is 
w o rth  add ing th a t an  in troduction to this book w as w ritten  by a w ell- 
-know n politician from  the „sanacja" regim e (i.e. P iłsudski s follow ers 
afte r 1926) — S tan isław  Siedlecki.

In turn , end ea vo u rs  of W yda w n ictw o  O ddzia łu  K u ltu ry  i P rasy  II 
K orpusu (The Pub lish ing H ouse of the D epartam ent of C u ltu re  and 
P ress of 2nd Corps) re su lted  in pub lication of a book in Polish e n title d  
Azerbejdżan  (A zerbaijan) in Rome. The au tho r 's nam e w as g iven  as 
Ju su f Jancza . It is ha rd  to  say  w he ther he  w as an A ze rbaijan i em ig ran t

SIT  Ś ź  s p s z a l ,  W y o b r a ż e n i a  ś w i ę t y c h  m u z u ł m a ń s k ic h  a w p ł y w y  iko n o gr a -  
l i c z n e  k a to l i c k i e  w  Persji,  i s t o s u n k i  p o l s k o - p e r s k ie  z a  Z y g m u n t a  III [Im ages of 
m u s lim  sa in ts  an d  c a th o l ic  ic on og ra p h ie  in flu e n c es  in  P ers ia  P o lish -P on sian  rela  
t io n s at th e  tim e o f K in g  S ig is m u n d  III], W iln o  1934, p. 156— -157.

• S .  B r z e z i ń s k i ,  M.i s j o n a r z e  i d y p l o m a c i  P o l s c y  w  P er sj i  w  X V I I  i X V II I  
w i e k u  [P o l ish  m is sio n a rie s an d d ip lo m an ts in P ersia  in 17th an d  18th c e n tu r ies ] ,  

„ A n n a le s M is s io lo g ic a e ” 1935, v o l . 7, p. 89— 163.
и  S. K o ś c i a ł k o w s k i ,  L'Iran e t  la  P o lo gn e  â  t r a v e r s  l e s  s iè c le s ,  T eh era n

1943.
il в. S t a c h o ń ,  P o l s k a  w o b e c  w e n e c k i c h  p r o j e k t ó w  u ż y c i a  P e r s j i  i T a ta r ów  

p r z e c i w  T u r cj i  w  d r u g ie j  p o ł o w i e  X V I  w . [P o lan d 's a ttitu d e to  V e n e tia n  p lan s of 
u s in g  P ersia  and  T artars a g a in s t  T u rk ey  in th e  s ec o n d  h a lf of 16th c e n tu r y ],  [in:]  
P ra ce  h i s t o r y c z n e  w y d a n e  n a  u c z c z e n i e  50 - lec ia  A k a d e m i c k i e g o  K o ł a  H i s t o r y k ó w  
U n i w e r s y t e t u  Jana  K a z i m ie r z a  w e  L w o w i e ,  L w ó w  1929, p. 151— 159.



or it w as ju s t a pen-nam e of som e Polish au thor. The book, w as w ritten  
in an an ti-S ov iet spirit. It contains, how ever, qu ite  a lot of info rm ation 
abou t the h isto ry  of this coun try .

A fter the Second W orld  W ar, the studies on A ze rb aijan 's  problem s 
w ere  g re a tly  expanded  in Poland. The b iggest successes in this field 
have  been scored  by Jan  Reychm an, a p rofesso r of O rie n ta l stud ies 
a t W a rsaw  U niversity , w ho has been  in te re sted  in  the p roblem s of 
the C aucasus for a long time. H e has pub lished  a num ber of books 
about the Poles, w ho s tayed  in A zerbaijan in 19th century , and abou t 
the Polish-A zerbaijani cu ltu ra l re la tions in tha t cen tu ry . As rega rds  
the form er subjec t, th ere  could be m entioned here  his w ork about the 
Polish clim bers conquering  the C aucasus sum m its pub lished in 195412, 
and a book about the Polish trav e llers  in the M iddle East in 19th c en tu -
ry  pub lished in 19721:l. W ith  re gard  to  the la tte r  subject, th e re  could 
be listed here  seve ra l w orks abou t m utual re la tions betw een A dam 
M ickiew icz and D jafar M irza T optchybasha  — an A zerbaijani and an 
o rie n ta lis t from P e tersbu rg14, or abou t re la tionship s betw een  T adeusz 
Łada-Zabłocki —  a Polish poet doing his arm y serv ice  in the C aucasus 
and a w ell-know n A z erbaijani in te llec tual — A bbas K ali-K han Bakik- 
han ov le.

A no ther book w orth  m entioning h ere  is th a t w ritte n  by  a w ell- 
-know n li te ra tu re  h isto rian  W acław  K ubacki about the Poles in the  
C aucasus, w h ich w as pub lished in 196916. This book a lthough  in a li-
te ra ry  form is based , how ever, on through scientific studies.

1S .). R e y c h m a n ,  P o la c y  w  g ó ra c h  K au k az u  d o  k o ń c a  X I X  w .  [P o les in th e  
C au ca su s till th e  en d  o f 19th c e n tu r y ] , „ W ierch y"  1954, v o l . 23, p. 19— 58.

13 J. R e y c h m a n ,  P o d r ó ż n i c y  p o l s c y  na B lis k im  W s c h o d z i e  w  X I X  w .  (Po-
l is h  tra v el le r s in th e  M id d le  E ast in 19th c e n tu r y ] , W a rs za w a  1972.

14 J. R e y c h m a n ,  M i c k i e w i c z  i M ir z a  D ż a lar  T o p c z y b a s z y .  K a r tk i  z  d z i e jó w  
p o l s k o -a z e r b e j d ż a ń s k i c h  z w i ą z k ó w  l i le r a c k ic h  [M ic k ie w icz  and  D jafar M irza  T op t-
ch yb as h a . A n  e p is o d e  in th e  P o lish -A ze rb a ija n i li te r ar y  r e la t io n s h ip s] ,  „Ś w iat"  1954, 
N o. 21, p. 19; i d e m ,  Z a i n t e r e s o w a n i a  o r i e n t a l i s ty c z n e  w  ś r o d o w i s k u  m i c k i e w i -
c z o w s k i m  w  W i ln i e  i P e t er s b u r gu  [O rien ta l ist in ter e st s in th e  en v iron m en t o f M ic-
k ie w ic z  in W iln o  an d  P eter sb u rg ] , [in:] S z k i c e  z  d z i e j ó w  p o l s k i e j  o r ie n t a l is ty k i ,  
ed. S. S tr e lcy n , vo l.  1, W a rsz aw a  1957, p. 83— 84.

15 J. R e y c h m a n ,  T a d e u s  L a da -Z ab l oc k i j  i A b b a s  K u li-ch a n  B a k i c h a n ov ,  „A ka-  
d em i ja  N a u k  SSR. K ratk ie  S oo b śż en ija  In stitu te  V o s to k o v e d e n ija"  1960, vo l.  38, 
p. 12— 14,- i d e m ,  S to su n k i  l i t e r a c k i e  p o l s k o - a z e r b e j d ż a ń s k i e  w  X I X  w i e k u  [Po lish - 
- A ze rb a ijan i l ite r ar y  r e la tion s  in 19th c e n tu r y ],  „P rzeg ląd  H u m a n is tycz n y "  1963, 
N o. 6, p. 123— 128; i d e m ,  K i lk a  a z e r b e j d ż a ń s k i c h  p i o s e n e k  l u d o w y c h  z a p i s a n y c h  
p r z e z  P o la k ó w  na Z a k a l ka z i u  w  p i e r w s z e j  p o ł o w i e  X I X  w i e k u  [S om e A ze rb a ijan i  
fo lk  so n g s w ritten  d ow n  b y  P o le s in T ra n s cau casia  in  th e  first h alf of 19th c e n -
tu ry ] , „P rz eg lą d  O r ie n ta listyc zn y"  1963, v o l . 22, N o. 2, p. 52— 53.

16 W . K u b a c k i ,  M a l w y  n a K a u k a z i e ,  [M a llow s in th e  C a u ca s u s] , W ars za w a  
1969.



The las t ten yea rs  w itnessed  a big increase  in the  num ber of s tu -
dies dealing w ith  the  C aucasian problem s. An im portant con tribu tion  
here  are  the w orks of A ndrzej C hodubski, and first of all his m ono-
g raph  about W itold Zglenicki pub lished  in 198417. H ow ever, the  main 
trend  of these studies has been connected re cen tly  w ith the scientific 
ou tput of Bohdan B aranow ski, p rofessor of the U niversity  of Łódź, 
w ho in this w ay  exp re sses  his e a rl ie r  in te re s t in problem s of the  O rient. 
A t present, his in te res ts  are  dom inated by  A z erbaijan 's  problem s. He 
has w ritten  an ou tline  of th is co un try 's  h isto ry  p resen te d  as an in tro -
duction  to the an tho logy  of the A zerbaijan i poetry  ed ite d  by Tadeusz 
C hruście lew sk i18. Next, p ro fesso r B aranow ski has published  a re po rt on 
the stud ies carried  out in a researc h  cen tre  in Baku and  devo ted  to 
the h isto ry  of the Po lish -A zerbaijani cu ltu ra l re la tion s19. H e has also 
w ritten  a book dealing w ith  con tacts, w hich w e re  estab lished  betw een 
Poland and the  C aucasus in 17th cen tu ry , w h ich m eans w ith  the te r r i -
to ry  occupied by  the  p re se n t A zerbaijan20. The sam e scholar has also 
w ritten  an artic le  on desc riptions of A zerbaijan  and on the  Polish- 
-A z erbaijan i re la tions  in the  past, w hich  w e re  p rov ided  by  M ateusz  
G ralew sk i doing his penal arm y  serv ice in  the  C aucasus abou t the 
mid-19th c e n tu ry 21. A t the sam e time, there  cam e ou t his book about 
the  Po lish -A zerbaijani cu ltu ra l re la tions in the  first half of 19th ce n tu -
ry 22. F inally , together w ith K rzysztof B aranow ski, he has published  the

17 A. C h o d u b s k i ,  W i t o l d  Z g le n ic k i  —  „P ols k i  N ob e l"  (1850— 1904), |W ito ld  
Z g le n ic k i  —  „P olis h  N ob el"  (1850— 1904)], P łoc k  1984.

18 В. B a r a n o w s k i ,  S ł o w o  w s t ę p n e  [F or ew ord ], [in:] Z ł o te  ka m ie n ie .  D aw n e  
i n o w e  w i e r s z e  A z e r b e jd ż a n u  [G o ld en  s to n e s . O ld  and  n e w  pocm is of A ze r b a ija n ] ,  
Ł ód ź 1975, p. 5— 20.

19 B. B a r a n o w s k i ,  B adan ia  b a k iń s k i e g o  o ś r o d k a  n ad  p o l s k o - a z e r b e j d ż a ń s k i m i  
s t o s u n ka m i l i t e r a c k im i w  X I X  w .  [S tu d ies of Baku C en tre  on  Ih e P o lish -A z erb a ijan i  
L iterary  R ela tion s in  19th C e n tu r y] , „A cta  U n iv e rs ita tis  L od zien sis"  1979, se r . I, 
N o. 47, p. 137— 144.

20 B. B a r a n o v s k i j ,  K a v k a z  i Pol'Sa v  X V I I  v . , [in:] R os s i j a ,  P o l'śa i Pri-  
c e r n o m or 'e  v  X V — X V I II  w . ,  ed . B. A. R yb a k ov , M o s k v a  1979, p. 248— 262.

В. B a r a n o w s k i ,  A z e r b e j d ż a ń s k ie  r e l a c je  c h ło p s k i e g o  s y n a  z ł ę c z y c k i e g o  
M a z e w a  („K au ka z"  M a t e u s z a  G r a l e w s k ie g o )  [A zerb a ijan i R e la t io n s of a P ea san t  Son  
from  M a zew  in L e czyc a  D istr ict („C aucasu s"  of M a teu sz  G ra le w s k i) ] , „A ota  U n iv er -
si ta t is  L od zien sis"  1979, ser . I, N o . 52, p. 3— 15.

22 B. B a r a n o w s k i ,  P o łs k o - a z e r b e jd ż a ń s k ie  s to s u n k i  ku l t u r a ln e  w  p ie r w s z e j  
p o ł o w i e  X I X  w i e k u  [P o lish -A ze rb a ijan i C u ltu ra l R ela tio n s in th e  First H alf of 19th  
C e n tu ry ],  Ł ódź 1979,- i d o m ,  „W  s o ł d a t y  na K au kaz " .  P o łoż en ie  p o l s k i c h  d z ia ła c z y  
p o l i t y c z n y c h  w y s ł a n y c h  k a r n ie  do  s ł u ż b y  w o j s k o w e j  na K a u k a z i e  w  d ru g i m  t r z y -
d z ie s to l e c i u  X I X  w .  [„C om p ulsory  arm y s e r v ic e  in th e  C au casu s" . S itu at io n  o f P o-
lis h  p o li tica l  a ct iv ist s  sen t  to  p en a l  arm y s e r v ic e  in  th e  C a u c as u s  in  m id-19th  c e n -
tu r y ] , „A n n a le s U n iv er sita tis  M a riae  C u rie-S k łod ow sk a "  1982, se c . F, v o l . 37, N o . 15, 
p. 279— 295.



book e n title d  Polaków  kauk askie  drogi (C aucasian rou tes  of Poles)28 
covering  the tim e period  from the mid-15th ce n tu ry  till the  p re sen t 
times. This book w ritten  in a popular form and published  in a big num -
ber of copies w ill undoub ted ly  p lay a g re a t  ro le  in popularizing  the 
h isto ry  of Poland 's various con ta cts w ith the peop les of the C aucasus. 
The nex t m ajor unde rtak ing  of p ro fessor B aranow ski in this field is 
Historia Azerbe jd żanu  (The h is to ry  of A zerbaijan) being in p rint now.

Of g re a t im portance for the fu tu re  of the problem s discussed here  
are  certa in  m easu res of the o rgan iza tional na tu re . It is w orth  noting 
h ere  th a t on the in itia tive  of p ro fesso r B aranow ski there  has been set 
up a t the U niversity  of Łódź In terd isc ip linary  R esearch U nit for Polish- 
-T ranscaucasian  R esearch. T he task of this un it is to co -o rd inate  diffe-
ren t researches on problem s of T ranscauc asian  coun tries, o rganize the 
Po lish -T ranscaucasian co-opera tion  and popu larize  these problem s in 
Łódź env ironm en t. The unit ed its  its jou rnal ,,Folia cauc asic a"  published 
by Łódź U n iversity  Press.

D ep artm en t o f A u x ilia ry  S c ie n ce s  of H is tory ,  
In stitu te  o f H isto ry , U n iv e r s ity  of Ł ódź

Julian  K a r o l  J a n c z a k

S T A N  1 POTRZEBY POL SKICH B A D A N  N A D  H IST O R IĄ  A Z E RB E JD ŻA NU

P ols k ie  za in ter e so w a n ia  A zer b ejd żan em  są  cz ę ś c ią  k o n ta k tó w  z krajam i i n a -
rod am i k au k as k im i. Ich p o cz ąte k  się g a  d ru g iej p o ło w y  X V  w ., k ie d y  na d w ór K a-
zim ie rza  J a g ie l lo ń c z y k a  p r zyb y ło  p o se ls tw o  U zu n  H asan a , w ła d c y  p ań stw a  B ia łeg o  
Barana  ze  s to l ic ą  w  T e b riz ie , o b e jm u jąc eg o  m. in. zn a czn ą  c z ę ś ć  K au k azu . S taran ia  
p o słó w  o z a w a rc ie  k oa l icj i an ty tu r oc k ie j z os ta ły  o p is a n e  p rzez  Jana D łu g osza .

W  n as tę p n yc h  w ie k a c h  w ia d o m o ś ci  o k rajach  Z ak au k a zia  d o cie ra ły  do P o lsk i  
za  p oś re d n ic tw e m  k u p có w  b ądź za k o n n ik ó w  p o lsk ich  d zia ła ją c yc h  w  m is jach  k ato -
l ic k ic h  w  p ań s tw ie  S afa w id ó w . S p ośród  tyc h  z ak on n ik ó w  n ajb ard zie j zn an y  jest  Ta-  
dtn isz K ru siń sk i, p rz e b y w a jąc y  na tam tym  ob sza rze  w  p ier w sz ej  ć w ie rc i  X V III w.  
Po p o w ro c ie  do kraju n a p isa ł on  k ilk a  ob s ze r n yc h  d zie ł, k tór ych  fr agm en ty  lub  
p rzeróh k i b y ły  w ie lo k ro tn ie  w y d a w a n e  w  ró żn ych  k rajach , b ęd ąc przez  w ie le  lat  
w aż n ym  źró d łem  w ia d o m oś c i o tyra r e g io n ie  B lis k ie go  W sc h od u .

W  p ie rw sz e j p o ło w ie  X IX  w . p rzez  k raje  K au k azu  p rz e w in ę ło  s ię  k ilk a d z ie s ią t  
ty s ię c y  P o la k ów . K au k az b y ł  b o w iem  w te d y  g łó w n y m  reg io n em , d ok ąd  w y s y ła n o  
w c ie lo n y c h  do arm ii r o s y js k ie j  j eń c ó w  w o je n n y c h  p o  p rz egra n y ch  k am p an iach , m ło -
d yc h  m ę żc zy zn  w z ię ty c h  do w ojsk a  w  d rod ze  c o r o cz n e go  poboru  oraz  a r es z tow a -

23 B. B a r a n o w s k i ,  K.  B a r a n o w s k i ,  P o l a k ó w  k a u k a s k ie  d ro g i  [C au casian
ro u tes  of P o le s ] ,  Ł ódź 1985.



n y ch  za d z ia ła ln oś ć  w  k o n sp ir a c yjn yc h  org an iz ac ja ch  i sk a za n y ch  na o d h y c io  w  re -
jo n ie  K auk azu  w ie lo le tn ie j  słu żb y  w o js k o w ej .  W ś ród  d z ia ła c z y  p o li ty c z n y c h  b y ło  
w ielu  lu d zi w y k s z ta łc o n y c h , k tó rz y  d z ięk i o so b is ty m  za słu g o m  a w a n so w a li  do stop n i  
ofice rs k ich . Z d arzało  s ię  cz ęs to , że  p ięk n y  k rajobraz, ca łk ie m  od m ie n n e w ierz en ia
i o b y c za je  tam tych  n ar od ów  w y w o ły w a ły  u P o la k ów  ż y w e  z a in te re so w a n ie , a c za -
se m  i sym p atię , W  re z u ltac ie  p o w sta w a ły  l ic z n e  w sp o m n ie n ia , rep o rtaż e  i o p isy  
z a w ie r a ją ce  w ie lo  c e n n e g o  m ateria łu  d o ty c z ą ce g o  n ajr oz m a itsz yc h  d zied zin . P od ob -
n ie  jak w  p rzyp ad k u  p rac K ru siń s k ie go , d o ty c z y ły  o n e n a o g ó ł k ilk u  k r ajów , w  k tó -
ry ch  k o le jn o  ich  a u to rz y  o d b y w a li s łu żb ę, c h o cia ż  w  różn ym  sto p n iu .

A z er b e jd ża n o w i d użo m ie js c a  p o św ięc il i w s w y ch  w s p o m n ien ia ch  i re la cja ch  
z e słan i do słu żb y  w o js k o w e j  H ip o l it J aw o rsk i, K azim ierz  Ł ap czyńsik i, M ic h a ł B u tow t-  
-A n d r z ejk o w ic z ,  M a teu s z  G ra le w s k i  i W ła d y s ław  S tr zeliń sk i. O A ze r b ejd ża n ie  p isa ł  
te ż  Ju liu sz  S tr u tyń sk i , o f ice r  w  ca rs k iej  s łu ż b ie  i A le k s an d e r  C h od źk o , or ie n ta l ista ,  
p e łn ią c y  p rzez  ja k iś czais o b o w ią z k i  tłu m acza  w  k on su la cie  ro sy jsk im  w  T ob riz ie .  
P o la k ó w  in te r es ow a ła  p rz es z ło ść  k raju, o p isy w a li  za b ytk i ar ch ite k tu ry , w aru n k i n a-
tu ra ln e , m iasta , sto su n k i s p o łe c z n e  i go s p o d a rc z e  ó w c z e s n e g o  A ze rb e jd ż an u . Z n a j-
w ię k s z ą  u w a g ą  o p is y w a li  t eż  m ie s zk a ń c ó w  k raju, ich  m e n ta ln oś ć , w ie r ze n ia , le g e n -
d y  i z w y c z a je  lu d o w e, zw łas z c za  z w ią za n e  z w ier ze n iam i m u zu łm ań sk im i, p ieśn i  
r e lig ijn e  i u ro c zy s to ś c i w e s e ln e ,  c zy l i fo lk lor  a zer b o jd ż ań s k ich  w si  i m ias te cz ek .

N ie k tó rz y  sp o śró d  ty ch  P o lak ó w  b y li ob d arzen i ta len tem  li tera ck im . T w o rzy li  
w ię c  d zie ła  p o e ty c k ie ,  o p o w iad a n ia  i p o w ie ś c i  o sn u te  n a  re a l ia ch  k u ltu r ow y ch  ó w c z e -
sn e g o  A z erb e jd ż an u , ja k  o p o w ie ś ć  o G iu l-S zad zic , n ap isan a  p rz ez  J u l iu s za  Stru-  
ty ń s k ie g o  c zy  M a h m u d e k  W ła d y s ła w a  S tr z e liń s k ieg o . Z w iązk i l i te ra ck ie  p o ls k o -  
-az erb e jd ż ań sk ie  z a p oc z ątk o w ał  w cz e śn ie j  L u d w ik  W ła d y s ła w  S p itzn ag el , k tór y  p od  
w p ły w e m  w y b itn e g o  A z er b e jd ża n in a  M irzy  D żafara  T op c zy b a sz y ,  p rofeso ra  ję zy k ó w  
w s c h o d n ic h  w  P etersb u rgu , p r ze ło ży ł  na  ję z y k  fran cu sk i fragm en t po em atu  I s k a n d e r  
N a m e  N iz a m ie go  z  G an dży.

W  d r u g iej p o ło w ie  X IX  w . ob o k  P o la k ó w  o d b y w a ją c y c h  s łu żb ę  w ojs k o w ą , k tór zy  
n a d a l lic z eb n ie  p rze w a ża li, d o G ruzji i A zer b ejd żan u  p r zy b y w a ło  w ie lu  n as zy c h  ro -
d a k ó w  z m o ty w ó w  o s o b is ty c h  i z aw od o w y c h . N a jw ię k s z y  ro z g ło s o sią g n ą ł w ś ród  
n ic h  W ito ld  Z g len ick i, in ż y n ier  i g e o lo g , b ard zo  z a s łu ż o n y  d la  ro zw oju  azerb ej-  
d ż ań sk ieg o  p rzem ysłu  n af to w eg o . Z a p isem  c z ę ś c i d o ch o d ów  z d z ia łek  n a fto w y ch  n a  
rz e cz  K a sy  im . M ia n o w s k ieg o  z y s k a ł so b ie  z a s z cz y tn e  m ian o  „ P o ls k ieg o  N ob la".

O d d ru g iej p o ło w y  X IX  w . p r ob le m atyk a  k rajów  Z ak au k azia , w  tym  A z er b e j-
d żan u, sta ła  s ię  p rzed m iotem  b ad ań  h is to r y k ó w  i o r ie n ta lis tó w  z a jm u ją cy ch  s ię  d zie-
jam i m isji k a to l ic k ich  n a w sc h o d z ie  i sto su n k am i p o lsk o -p e rsk im i. N a le ż y  tu w y -
m ie n ić  p ra ce  A n to n ie go  M u ch liń sik iego , S ta n is ła w a  Z a łęs k ie g o , Jan a  S y g a ń s k ie g o ,  T a-
d eu s za  K ow alsk ieg o , S ta n is ław a  B rzez iń sk ieg o , B o le sła w a  S tac h o n ia  i in n yc h .  
W  o k r es ie  m ię d z yw o je n n y m  i p o II w o jn ie  ś w ia to w e j w ie le  p rac n a p isa ł n a  ten  
tem at Jan  R eych m an . D o ty c z y ły  on e p rzed e w s zy s tk im  zw ią z k ó w  l iter a c k ic h  p o isk o-  
-az er b e jd ż ań sk ich  oraz  tw ó rcz o śc i i lo s ó w  P o la k ó w , k tór zy  z ró żn yc h  p o w o d ó w  
z n a le ź l i s ię  na tam tym  ob szarze .

W  o sta tn ich  la ta ch  sp ra w om  p o lsk o-k a u k a sk im  p o św ię c a  w ie le  u w ag i p rofesor  
B oh d an  B ara n ow sk i, k tór y  w  te n  sp os ób  d a je  n o w y  w y ra z sw y m  w c z e ś n ie j sz y m  
z a in ter e so w a n io m  sp ra w a m i O rien tu. W sp ó łp r ac u je  o n  z  oś rod k am i n a u k ow y m i  
w  A ze r b e jd ża n ie  i w  in n y ch  k rajach  Z a k au k a zia , n a d ając  te j w s p ó łp ra c y  na  gru n -
c ie  łó d zk im  form y o r ga n iza cy jn e . W  re z u ltac ie  p o w sta ło  w ie le  p rac, k tó r e  u k azu ją  
d łu g ą  trad y cję  w s p ó łp r ac y  P o ls k i z tym  r eg io n e m , u k azu ją  w k ład  P o la k ó w  w  roz-
w ó j  r óżn ych  d zie d zin  ż y cia  teg o  k raju, a p r zed e w s z y stk im  u jaw n ia ją  źr ód łow ą  w ar -
to ść  ś w ia d e c tw  p o ls k ic h  d la  w zb o g a c e n ia  w ie d z y  o p r ze s z ło śc i i s to s u n k a ch  w  d zie-
w ię tn a s to w ie c z n y m  A ze rb e jd ż an ie .


