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1. THE ORIGIN OF THE LEMKO PEOPLE
AND THE TERM “LEMKO”

The term “Lemko” appeared in the early™@entury. It is a local, folk
nickname, introduced to the scientific literatune the Boikos to describe
their western, Ruthenian neighbours. It was prothatethe 18' century by
the Slovakian and Polish ethnographers, but hade®t recognized among
the Ruthenian people for a long time. It was ndiluhe interwar period,
when it was commonly accepted by the Ruthenianghemorthern side of
the Carpathian Mountains (Reinfuss, 1990; Czajkow<$k92). However, on
the Slovakian side, the term “Lemko” is actuallyt mecognized by the
Ruthenians, who call themselves “Rusyns” or “Rushal his does not
change the fact, that ethnically, culturally andigreusly, the Ruthenian
people living on both sides of the Carpathian Maurg, both the Polish
Lemkos and the Slovakian Rusnaks constitute theesgraup (Sapoliga,
1992). The Ruthenian people, living in the north@arpathians, are also
described as the Carpatho-Ruthenians (Magocsi,; 20i@éhna, 2004).

The historians and ethnographers, basing on thentdtc research,
consider Lemkos (Rusnaks) as immigrants, who atraeong the Polish
and the Slovakian people in the northern Carpashi#@ccording to this
theory, the ancestors of the Lemkos came to tlda aglatively late, along
with the Vlach-Ruthenian settlement movement betwtee late 14 and
early 18" century. The colonization progressed along thenn@arpathian
mountain range, from the area of today’'s Romamiaghé north and to the
west (Reinfuss, 1990; Czajkowski, 1992).

The modern Lemko (Ruthenian) people are an ethmapy which was



132 Marek Barwhski and Katarzyna Lsiewska

shaped in a long, historical process, accepting asgimilating different

national elements. It was influenced by both, Podied Slovakian settlers, as
well as Vlach shepherds. The most influence, howeeame from the

Ruthenian settlement, which in the™#&nd 18' centuries dominated the
abovementioned ethnic groups, assimilating themh iainguage and, to
a large extent, with culture, at the same time adgpsome features from
them, e.g. local geographical names or highlandlihgrtype. A separate
languagé, religion and culture distinguished the Lemko (iRutian) people

from the neighbouring Polish, Slovakian and Hurmaripeople. The

Lemkos, although internally divided into a numbérlacal groups, have

always had the sense of separateness (Reinfuss). 199

2. HISTORICAL, ETHNIC, ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL
DETERMINANTS OF THE SHAPING
OF THE LEMKO REGION

Most of the villages in the northern CarpathiansenMeunded before the
end of the 18 century. It was then, when the ethnic and cultiaider
between the Polish and the Ruthenian people appeactlived on until the
mid-1940s. The Lemkos inhabited the compact arethefLow Beskids
(Beskid Niski) and the Krynica Beskids (Beskid Kigki), from the Poprad
River in the west to the source of the Solinka Riue the east. This
westernmost area inhabited by the Ruthenians has lager named Lemko
Region This name was only adopted in the Polish part ef @arpathian
Mountains. Lemko Region had all the features of historically shaped,
separate anthropogenic region, distinguished frone tsurroundings
ethnically, culturally and economically. It wasegion, ethnically dominated
by the Lemkos for hundreds of years. The scarcstldblovakian, German
and Jewish population inhabited only a few townsthe# region (Fig. 1)
(Reinfuss, 1990; Czajkowski, 1992).

In Slovakia, the difference between the Rutheniand the Slovakians
was not as visible as in Poland. Vast transitiosaarwere present in this

! The Lemko language is a dialect of Ukrainian lagei It is distinguished by
numerous archaic expressions and a large numbera&fn influences, mainly Polish
and Slovakian. The most important feature of thmke dialect, distinguishing it from
other Ukrainian dialects, is the fixed accent oa penultimate syllable, just like in
Polish and Slovakian languages, while the accent/kmainian language is flexible
(Reinfuss, 1990).
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area, where ethnically Slovakian, Ruthenian andethmllages coexisted. It
can be assumed, that the area of Ruthenian settlaméhe Slovakian part
of the Carpathians stretched in a belt, 30 kiloesetong, along the Polish
border (with the exception of the Slovakian “wedgeéar Bardejov),

between the rivers Cirocha and Laborec in the aadtthe village of Velki

Lipnik in the west. The southern border was zomath Ruthenian and
Slovakian settlement movement infiltrating eacheotfFig. 1) (Sapoliga,
1992; Magosci, 2002).
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Fig. 1. Area inhabited by the Lemkos (Rusnaksh&Rolish-Slovakian
borderland (as per 1944)
Source: R. Reinfuss (1990, p. 14)

Lemko Region, as a separate region, started tcesinajhe period of the
partitions of Poland, between the™a&nd 18' centuries. It resulted from the
cancelation of the historical state borders betwtenRepublic of Poland
and the Habsburg Monarchy, shaped in the medieéwvedst and replacing
them with the internal border of the Austro-HungarMonarchy (Nowako-
wski, 1992).

However, even earlier, in the %1518" centuries, the mountain ranges and
the border between Poland and Hungary were notbatade for mutual
contacts between Ruthenian people from both, thisiPand the Slovakian
part of the Carpathian Mountains. The shepherds tiee south tended their
flocks of sheep and built shelters in the northienests and the groups of
villains consisted of brigands from both, the soatid the north. In the 18
century, after the Cossack wars in Poland, manysgea fled Poland,
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fearing retribution from the nobility, and settledHungary (Reinfuss, 1987,
1992).

Seeking better living conditions in the southermt md the Carpathians
was a phenomenon also known in the years to conmat® differences
resulted in the Lemkos working in farming in thewland areas. Before
World War I, they worked in agriculture for the med® almost exclusively
from Slovakia, where working conditions and pay &veruch better than in
Galicia, being under the Austrian partition (Res¥u1987, 1992; Sapoliga,
1992).

The northern Carpathians were crossed by tradeesogbnnecting
mountain Galician towns (Biecz, Dukle, Grybow, Ga®) with Slovakian
towns, especially Bardejov and KoSice. The transpbgoods was mostly
handled by the local, Lemko peasantry. They dewslowandering trade,
which largely influenced the mutual contacts amang inhabitants from
both sides of the Carpathians. Before World Wathky even reached
Budapest and further, beyond the Danube River thegewvith their wares.
However, it was the barter trade that was moreifstgnt than wandering
trade. The barter took place in mountain towns,nfgan Slovakia, where
the Lemko people traded agricultural goods in ergkdor craft wares. The
main trade centres south of the Carpathian Moustantiuded Stara
L’'ubovna, Bardejov, Stropkov and Svidnik.

The southern Lemkos (Rusnaks) did not visit theithrern neighbours so
frequently. Apart from wood and masonry goods, thechased wares
included wooden houses, which were disassembled kit anew in
Slovakia. Such houses, the so calpedoks can still be found nowadays in
some of the borderland villages in Slovakia (RessfuL992).

The religious life was also an important factofluancing the shaping of
folk culture. After Greek Catholic Church was irdtuzed — which happened
relatively late in Lemko Region, at the end of tH&" c. and with great
reluctance — the entire Lemko (Ruthenian) poputats@s Greek Catholic.
The most important cultural centre was located le tKrasny Brod
monastery in Slovakia. Another important pilgrimagmtre was located in
Bokovska Horka (near Stropkov) with its monastérize church fairs in
these localities were frequented by Greek Cathpdimple from both sides of
the Carpathian Mountains.

Family and social contacts were also very importantl influenced
largely the mutual diffusion of customs and tramis on both sides of the
Carpathian range. All the events, related to farhf;, such as weddings,
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baptisms and even funerals, gave the excuse fps @ihd visits to the
neighbours from across the mountains.

The large variety of mutual contacts among the Lemé&ople before the
World War | gave the opportunity for getting to km@ach other and the
comparison, which clearly showed the superioritythe# southern Lemkos
(Rusnaks). They impressed the northern Lemkos whitkir wealth and
culture and this resulted in adopting various pagie The rank of the
Galician Lemkos was not high enough in the eyesthafir southern
counterparts, which created a barrier for the tnafilon of the northern
cultural patterns to the south (Reinfuss, 1992).

The 19 c. and the early 2Dcentury were the most favourable period for
the mutual contacts of the northern and the somthemkos. Living within
one state, the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy, and beewarated only by an
internal, administrative border did not cause amjomlimitations for mutual
contacts. Such favourable conditions have neveasroed after 1918.

The outcome of World War | foreshadowed the endfreé contacts
between the northern and the southern Lemkos. fEsslted in negative
consequences, especially for the northern Lemkbs, were economically
linked with Slovakia and Hungary, mainly throughasenal farming work
and barter trade. That is why after the end ofwiae the Lemkos became
politically active, striving to protect their futirin economic, social and
national terms (Kwilecki, 1970).

On 5" December 1918, during a political rally organizgdthe Lemko
political activists of the Russophile option, irethillage of Florynka, in the
Polish part of the Carpathians, the birth of then@oian National Republic
of the Lemko PeopleRuska Narodowa Republika temRdomas proclaimed.
The Republic’s influence was limited only to thestegn part of the Lemko
Region. The Ruthenian CouncilRysskie Rady were established in
Gtadyszéw,Snietnica and Krynica. These councils establishes Jassued
regulations and instructions, but their true poweas not of major
significance (Nowakowski, 1992).

The Lemko activists, united within the Republic diot speak one voice,
as far as the future of the region was concernbd.anly thing in common
was the drive to create the undivided Lemko Regas,an autonomous
social-political entity or as a whole, within on¢ate. The concept of
connecting the entire Lemko Region to Czechoslavalas the most popular
one. Another popular idea was to create “one dregihenian state”, which
would include the Lemkos. However, this could netilmplemented due to
the outbreak of the Russian Revolution and inghititmake contact with the
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authorities of the Soviet Russia (Kwilecki, 1970pwakowski, 1992;
Michna, 1995).

At the same time, the Ruthenian National Coundilsaaly operated in
Slovakia, in the towns of PreSovzwrod and Chust. Each of them had
different plans for its future. The PreSov courwdnted to be annexed to
Slovakia, the Whorod council wanted autonomy within Hungary and th
council in Chust wanted to be incorporated to WeaiOn 21 December
1918, in PreSov, the Carpatho-Ruthenian NationalinCib (Karpato-Russka
Narodowa Radp was established, incorporating the Ruthenian ddati
Republic of the Lemko People from the Polish pdrthe Carpathians. In
May 1919, the president of the Carpatho-RuthenianoNal Council issued
a request to President Masaryk for the incorpomatid the so-called
“Galician Lemko Region” to Czechoslovakia. The auities in Prague did
not take up this topic, fearing armed conflict witbland.

The Polish government, anxious about the Carpatenemts, decided to
counteract. The leaders of tRepublikawere arrested and the border was
manned by the Carpathian border guard in ordereégemt smuggling and
the flow of people, including the Czech agitatdtmally, Ruska Narodowa
Republika temkdéwwas disestablished at the end of March 1920
(Nowakowski, 1992; Michna, 1995).

While in western Lemko Region, the Russophieiska Narodowa
Republika temkowas being established, in the eastern Lemko Retien
pro-Ukrainian Komacza Republic Republika Koméczaiskg was being
born. The republic was established during the Rdllkrainian fights for
Lvov and the proclamation of the Western-UkrainReople’s Republic in
Lvov. It was disestablished by the Polish armyanuhry 1919. The refugees
from the Republikafound shelter in Slovakia and Ukraine (Reinfus39Q;
Nowakowski, 1992; Michna, 1995).

These events showed that the Lemkos have a steedjto decide about
their fate and a feeling of identity with their Itel Ruthenians from the
south and strive for the independence of the Lerekmnic area. The
establishment of Lemko republics was a manifesiatid the national
independence movements within the Lemko community.

After a truce treaty between Poland and the Sduiessia in 1921, Polish
authorities started to get the internal affairsaoiged within the state
structures. In Lemko Region, it was decided thaed&n will be put to an
end and the security at the Polish-Czechoslovabader will be tightened.
Border security outposts were established, bordéraea was delimited and
the strict residential rules for this zone wereraduced. These actions
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significantly limited smuggling activities and ifjal border crossings, but at
the same time, separated the northern Lemkos fiosr families and
professional contacts among the Ruthenians in SlavéNowakowski,
1992). Since that moment the border along the @aigrarange became
a barrier for the interpersonal contacts and, wittall exceptions, continued
so until the early 1990s.

3. THE CHANGES IN THE DISTRIBUTION AND QUANTITY
OF THE LEMKOS (RUTHENIANS) AFTER WORLD WAR I
AND THE SITUATION IN LEMKO REGION DURING
THE COMMUNIST PERIOD

During World War I, the northern Lemko Region wagirely under the
Nazi occupation, while the PreSov Region was ino@fed into the newly
created, pro-fascist Slovakian state. For the Lesmkang in occupied
Poland it was the beginning of the three waves ispldcements, which
outlived the settlement continuity of this regiomdacompletely and
irreversibly changed its ethnic-religious structure

In November 1939, the then-allied authorities ofzN&ermany and
Soviet Union signed a treaty on the exchange ohldkan and Byelorussian
people, living in the General Government, with Gannpeople, willing to
relocate from the USSR into the German Reich. Assalt of the Soviet
commissioners’ agitation in years 1940-1941, apprately 25 thousand
Lemkos voluntarily agreed to relocate. In fact,yasbout 5 thousand of them
left for the USSR, as the rest decided to stayr d&féeving heard about the
Soviet reality from the Ukrainian refugees (Nowaktiy 1992). Despite this
displacement and the frontline events, the World Waears did not bring
significant demographic changes in the Lemko RegReradoxically, the
most tragic events for the Lemko people came dfier region had been
freed from the Nazi occupation.

In years 1944-1946, the Lemkos were once agaioaditdd, this time on
a much larger scale. The displacement movementcaagucted, based on
the treaty between the Polish communist authoréresthe authorities of the
Ukrainian Socialist Soviet Republic. As a conse@qegrapproximately 480—
488 thousand Ukrainians (including approx. 70 tlamas Lemkod were

2 R. Drozd (2007) estimates that 95 thousand Lemkere displaced, but this
number is overestimated due to the included pefipla the Sanok District, totalling
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relocated from Poland to Soviet Ukraine. It wasuassd that the relocation
is voluntary, but after a couple of months it table form of a repressive
deportation, enforced by the Polish military. Themenunist authorities
wanted to convert Poland into a single-nationadityte. That is why after
seizing power in 1944, they decided to “get rid"tlbé national minorities,
especially the Ukrainian minority. During this pmtj Polish authorities
treated the Ukrainians and the Lemkos as one grdbprefore, all the
restrictions concerning the Ukrainians had touchesl Lemko people as
well. The displacement of the Lemkos to USSR browghreakthrough for
their ethnic, political and territorial conditioA vast majority was placed
within the Ukrainian borders, while the minority thfeir population was in
Poland. Eventually, in the late 1946, as a resufiast-war displacements,
the Northern Carpathians were populated by only383Gthousand Lemkos,
out of approx. 110 thousand, who had inhabited ahes before World War
II' (Kwilecki, 1970; Nyczanka, 1987; Reinfuss, 199@isito, 1992; Pudio,

1992; Drozd, 2007; Dudra, 2008; Eberhardt, 2010).

The third and the last stage of the Lemkos’ disgiaent took place in
1947. It was a part of the military “Operation Veist(Vistula), which
involved the compulsory relocation of all the Ukiian citizens inhabiting
Poland into the so-called “regained territoriesie tnorthern and western
lands, annexed to Poland after the war. “Operaidsta” had two main
goals: military and political. The military goalvolved elimination of the
Ukrainian armed resistance. It covered the entemko Region, despite the
fact that UPA (Ukrainian Insurgent Forces), weré actively operating in
this region, especially in the western part. Howethe main goal was
political in its nature, which was “the ultimatelsiion of the Ukrainian
problem” in Poland, through displacement and intgvat dispersion of the
Ukrainian population in northern and western Poldrids was supposed to
force Ukrainians to assimilate and “Polonize”, wharctually meant the end
of Ukrainian minority (Drozd, 2007; Dudra, 2008).

The displacement involved all the “Ukrainian-sp@&aki people from
south-eastern Poland (Ukrainians, Lemkos, Boikad), considered as
Ukrainians by the authorities, including the mensbef mixed families.
Approximately 140-150 thousand Ukrainians includimdpout 30-35
thousand Lemkos were displaced, leading to a campkmoval of these

approximately 42 thousand people, where Ukraingtionality dominated.
% This thesis is questioned, among others, by Ljn@¢2003), with an emphasis on
the significance of destroying the base and thesires of the Ukrainian underground.
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minorities in south-eastern Poland (Nyczanka, 198#ko, 1997; Drozd,
1998, 2007; Dudra, 2008; Reinfuss, 1990; Misit®Z;Eberhardt, 2010).

The 1947 displacement, as opposed to the ones 831946, did not
result in the decrease of the Lemko populationotai®d, although it dras-
tically influenced their spatial distribution. THE44-1947 displacements
irreversibly destroyed the specific national, neligs and cultural features of
Lemko Region. A complete change in the ethnic asljious relations,
which had lasted for hundreds of years within ti@gion, took place. As
a result of displacements, during a few years, jgegymo had lived in one
region for generations were allocated in two caesircovering the area
from the Dnieper River to the Odra River. The disgiments also changed
the ethnic, religious, language and cultural stmecof north-western Poland.
The presence of the Ukrainian and Lemko peoplehia tegion is just
a consequence of the political decisions of 194&n{iski, 2002, 2008,
2009).

These events did not result in rapid repopulatibiemko Region. It
remained depopulated for quite some time. In tlea af approx. 4000 kin
(Beskid Niski and Bieszczady Mountains) over 320lages became
deserted, some of them even ceased to exist. Titeries abandoned by the
Lemkos were repopulated by the Polish settlership&iom nearby villages
and partly from the USSR territory. However, theetlement movement
progressed very slowly. Even the incentives for Bodish settlers did not
manage to fill the “settlement emptiness” in thergaghian Mountains.
According to the 1950 national census, Lemko Regiasa inhabited by only
31.1 thousand people. Comparing to the pre-wardgjuthe region lost 71%
of its entire population. Not only did the displawnts break its
demographic continuity but also its economic din@ms The average
population density in the countryside decrease®@% and almost 25% of
all the villages were uninhabited in 1950 (Soja)20

After the political transformations of 1956, thenhlkos hoped that the
authorities would declare the 1947 displacement ‘dDperation Wista”
illegal and cancel the 1949 decree, which deprthedh of their possessions,
lands and forests in the Carpathian Mountains. Thésp hoped for
compensation money from the government and resedtieto their original
territories. Unfortunately, this did not happerthaugh a number of Lemkos
returned to their “ethnic motherland”. The numbérreturning Lemkos
would have probably been higher, if it had not béenthe preventive
actions of the local administration and the faeit those, willing to return,
could not possible hope for regaining their housesl lands. The



140 Marek Barwiski and Katarzyna Lsiewska

homecoming was the easiest for those, whose fare® wot already
inhabited by the Polish settlers. The others hagporchase their properties
(Pudto, 1992; Drozd, 1998). In the end, no morenthpprox. 2 thousand
Lemkos returned home in years 1956-198 (Reinfl830)1 In the following
years, the number increased gradually to the maxinafi 5000 Zurko,
1997).

During the entire communist period (1945-1989), igPolauthorities
discriminated the Lemkos and did not acknowledgeirtiseparateness,
identifying them as Ukrainians. It was not everoakd to use the term
“Lemkos” as a name for a separate ethnic or mya@rioup, thus forcing the
Lemkos to form their associations within the alyeadtablished Ukrainian
organizations (Barviski, 2008).

After 1947, the mutual contacts between Polish Slmvakian Lemkos
almost entirely stopped. The main reasons behiisdptrenomenon included
the displacements in the northern Carpathians, réstraints of Stalin’s
regime and strict administrative regulations, lingt the cross-border
movement, even between the communist sister-states.

On the Slovakian side of the Carpathian Mountdims,Ruthenian people
were not displaced after World War Il and their i@mwas estimated at 100
thousand. It happened only in 1946, by the poweathefCzechoslovakian-
Soviet treaty, when Czechs and Slovaks from USSKRe welocated to
Czechoslovakia in exchange for the Ruthenians, whce displaced from
Slovakia to Ukraine. This displacement, althoudituenced by strong pro-
paganda, was only voluntary. Approximately 12,006v&kian Ruthenians
had used this opportunity. However, after disapipoémt with economic
situation in USSR, most of them managed to retar@zechoslovakia in the
1960s (MuSynka, 1993).

After the displacements in southern Poland, the teemkowas almost
entirely forgotten in eastern Slovakia. It was &ygelated to the Slovakian
Lemkos’ fear of sharing the fate of the Polish LeskIn the southern
Carpathians the traditional terms, suchRasinor Rusnakstill dominated.
However, in the early 1950s, these terms were iaffyjcchanged by the
communist Czechoslovakian authorities to the et@imotukrainiec (Eng.
Ukrainian), which became the only official term thie Ruthenian people in
the Carpathians. Some Ruthenians declared Slovakddionality in the
coming national censuses, as a protest againstideoimg them as
Ukrainians. In 1930, in the PreSov Region the Rutre nationality was
declared by 91 thousand people, while in the 196dsas, when only
Slovakian or Ukrainian nationalities were allowede¢laring Ruthenian
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nationality was banned), the latter was declareciy 33,000 people. It
clearly shows the protest of the Ruthenians agémesgovernment-enforced
process of their “Ukrainisation”, as well as thegressing phenomenon of
assimilation with Slovakians. Both factors conttdul to the decrease of
number of Ruthenians, living in the southern Cdrjgais. The 1968 events
of the so-called “Prague Spring” brought hope fasrenfreedom for the
Slovakian Ruthenians. However, these hopes soomegrdo be futile
(MuSynka, 1993; Magocsi, 2002).

In the 1970s, the administrative regulations becahghtly more liberal.
However, it did not improve the mutual contact appeities for both Lemko
groups in any significant way. The cross-border em&nt regulations were
still very strict in the European communist cowsdrilt was hard to obtain a
passport and even when entering Poland or Slovapégial invitations were
required. In the entire Lemko Region, which wasrapp150 km long, there
were only two road border crossings and one raileragsing. Both, Polish
and Slovakian authorities did not acknowledge thaie separateness of the
Lemko (Ruthenian) people, still identifying themdisrainian minority. This
hindered the attempts to establish any culturapecation. Moreover, the
number of the Lemkos in the northern Carpathians wmarginal, due to
numerous displacements. All this significantly lied the mutual contacts
between the Lemko people living in Poland and Staa

The political situation in Poland and Czechoslogaki years 1945-1989,
especially displacements of the Lemkos and tightgthe national border
security, resulted in division and isolation of Rethenian inhabitants in the
Carpathians, in terms of ethnicity as well as dp@altural and economic
life. This phenomenon has never occurred beforguch a large scale.

4. THE LEMKO REGION AFTER 1989

In administrative terms, the situation improvedeaft989, which is the
date, when central European countries regained thkiindependence. In
the early 1990s, the problems with crossing thep&thran border have
ended. The passports became easily obtainable ianehs of Poland and
Slovakia (including the Lemkos) did not need angasi or invitations
anymore. New border crossings and fixed bus comorectbetween Polish
and Slovakian towns were established. In the 198@sse improvements
enhanced the trans-border trade, which in LemkoidRedid not develop
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directly by the border crossings, but instead -né&arby larger towns. It
resulted from a relatively low population densitytihe border belt.

Another important change in political and admirasitre situation took
place in 2004 and was directly related to Polasmdaid Slovakia’s accession
to European Union and three years later, also ¢osihrcalled Schengen
Zone. Since 21 December 2007, the border control between Polamtl a
Slovakia was completely removed, at the same titlosvimg free flow of
people across the Carpathian border. For the timgt in many years, the
border stopped being a barrier and contact opptiganbetween the
southern and northern Lemkos became the easidsstiory, at least from
administrative and communication perspective.

Nowadays, the Lemkos meet in large numbers duregous Lemko
cultural festivals. Since many years, thousandRuthenians from Poland,
Slovakia and Ukraine meet at the annual Lemko @alEesival {emkowska
Watra) in Zdynia. TheRusnaliaevent in Zyndranowa is just as popular.

The fall of communism and political changes enatitezl initiatives for
real trans-border cooperation. In 1993, the Unib aurist-Health Resort
Communes in Krynica was established. This orgaizaclustered Car-
pathian communes from both, Poland and Slovakiarebicer, in 1993 the
south-eastern Polish provinces, along with theunterparts from Ukraine,
Slovakia and Hungary, formed the Carpathian EuioregNowadays, the
entire area inhabited by the Lemkos (with the ekoapof western Lemko
Region), both in Poland and Slovakia, belongs ¢oGhrpathian Euroregion.

However, it was the political and legal changeshie early 1990s that
proved to be more important than the administrats@mmunication and
economic transformations. The political changesPoland and Slovakia
alike, enabled freedom and self-determination keetnic minorities. After
so many years of administrative identification off &uthenians as
Ukrainians, the Lemkos and the Rusnaks could findéicide about their
national identity themselves. It resulted in creatof multiple, frequently
competitive, Ruthenian organisations and in clestirgttion of the Lemkos
from Poles, Slovakians and Ukrainians.

The first, post-war Lemko organisation in Polandswie Lemko
Association $towarzyszenie temkjwegistered in 1989 in Legnica. It had
a pro-Lemko, national orientation. The main goafstlds organisation
included the integration of the Lemkos, maintainargl developing Lemko
national identity, culture, tradition and langualye1991, the first meeting of
the Lemko Union Zjednoczenie temkdwtook place in Gorlice. This
organisation functioned with a pro-Ukrainian oramin. Although many
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other organisations were established in the coirag$, the two aforemen-
tioned ones are the largest Lemko organisatiorf®oland. The competition
between them is a reflection of a clear nationallidm among the Lemkos,
which has been clearly visible since the lat8 déntury.

Since 20 years, the main postulates of the Lemgarosations in Poland
include correcting moral and material wrongs, r@sglfrom “Operation
Wista” and cancellation of its legal results. Inshoases, these requirements
have not been met (Dudra, 2009).

In 1991, the Lemko Association was one of the atatis of the World
Ruthenian Congress in Medzilaborce (Slovakia). byirihe congress, the
World Ruthenian Council was elected. The coundil fsinctions nowadays
and consists of Ruthenian activists from Polandy&tia, Czech Republic,
Ukraine, Hungary, Romania, Serbia and USA. The WoRuthenian
Congress is held every two years, promoting thecepnof the Carpatho-
Ruthenian nation and Carpathian Ruthenia as a conmutherland of all
the Rutheniar’s

In Slovakia, among the Rusnaks, the similar, Ruémetlkrainian, national
dualism as in Poland can be observed. It is reftbat their organisational
structure and activities. After 1990, apart frone-pikrainian organisations,
such as *“Slovakian Ukrainian Association” or “Sleian Ruthenian-
-Ukrainian Union” gvéaz Rusinov-Ukrajincov Slovenskej Republitkg,pro-
-Ruthenian organisations started to emerge, amioag t‘Ruthenian Revi-
val” (Rusinska Obrodaand “Slovakian Ruthenian Intelligentsia Associatio

The main event of the Slovakian Ruthenians andcthenterpart of the
Polishtemkowska Watras the annual “Cultural Festival of the Ruthenian-
-Ukrainians in Slovakia” in Svidnik. The Aleksand@ukhnovich Ruthenian
National Theatre in PreSo\Divadlo Alexandra Duchnoya) is another
important cultural institution for the Slovakian tRanians.

Currently, there are no common Polish-SlovakianhBuian organisa-
tions. The only cooperation platform for the Rutla@nactivists is the World
Ruthenian Council. The Leaders of different Lemkeuthenian and
Ukrainian organisations from Poland and Slovakiaetméuring cultural

* Other Lemko organizations, established after 1889ude: Ruthenian Democratic
Circle of Lemkos “Hospodar”, “Ruska Bursa” Assomat Foundation for Support of
the Lemko Minority “Rutenika”, Association for Pexsation of the Cultural Heritage of
the Lemkos “Terka”, Lemko Youth Association “Czutlzad many folk bands (Dudra,
2009).

® Based on www.stowarzyszenielemkow.pl



144 Marek Barwiski and Katarzyna Lsiewska

events, festivals and scientific conferences, batu$ mainly on the minority
groups within their own countries.

5. THE NUMBER AND DISTRIBUTION OF THE LEMKOS
(RUTHENIANS) IN THE CARPATHIAN MOUNTAINS,
ACCORDING TO THE RESULTS OF NATIONAL
CENSUSES IN THE EARLY 21°T CENTURY

Despite the assimilation processes (Polonisatiod &fovakisation),
which progressed during the last years among thekbe (Ruthenian)
people, this was not reflected in various, unddli@stimations of the total
number of their population.

In the early 1990s, in Slovakia, the number of RaotAns was estimated
at over 150 thousand people, inhabiting approx. Bfnicipalities and
villages in 6 different districts: Humenné, SvidniBardejov, PreSov,
Vranov, Stara L'uboka (Sapoliga, 1992). At the same time, the number of
Lemkos, living strongly dispersed both in westena anorthern Poland as
well as in Lemko Region, was estimated, accordmglifferent sources,
at 60-80 thousand peoplgufko, 1997; Chatupczak and Browarek, 1998;
todzinski, 2005; Barwiski, 2006, 2009).

The estimations were “painfully” verified duringettational censuses,
conducted in Poland and Slovakia in the earfy&intury.

The area inhabited by the Ruthenians (Rusnakspwakia does not have
a specific name, related to its people as in cddeemko Region, in the
Polish part of the Carpathians, nor does it haeeettactly outlined borders.
The most frequent term used in scientific publmagiis “PreSov Region”. It
is an administrative unit, which has the rank &adish province.

According to the last national census in Slovak@ducted in 2001, the
Ruthenian nationality was declared by 24,201 peoplele Ukrainian — by
only 10814, which is much less than the previousnagions indicated. In
the PreSov Region, which entirely includes the &istorically inhabited by
the Rusnaks, the Ruthenian nationality was declaye?il,150 people, while
Ukrainian — by 6781. This proves that the regioati the largest cluster of
Ruthenian community in Slovakia. The largest shafeRuthenian and
Ukrainian people — between 10 and 45% of the tptgulation — was
reported in the border districts of Svidnik, Medbibrce and SnifigFig. 2).

® Based on http://portal.statistics.sk
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Fig. 2. The percentage of Ruthenian and Ukrain&ionality among the people of
the PreSov Region, according to the results oSlbgakian national census in 2001
Source: authors’ own elaboration, based on htirighstatistics.sk
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It is interesting to compare the number of decilanst of Ruthenian and
Ukrainian nationalities during the last two natibnansuses in Slovakia. In
1991, directly after the fall of communism in Czeslovakia, during the first
national census since many years where Rutheni@gonabty could legally
be declared, in the PreSov Region it was declayedS)575 people, while
Ukrainian nationality — 10,447 people. Ten yearterlain 2001, the
Ruthenian nationality declarations increased by 35%’5 people). At the
same time, Ukrainian nationality was declared b§636ess people than 10
years before. It shows the specific renaissanceth@fRuthenian national
attitudes in Slovakia and the inability of the commist authorities, which
since the 1950s until the early 1990s, tried fdd&eainian nationality upon
the Slovakian Ruthenians. It can be assumed, nhi&iei next national census
in Slovakia, in 2011, the “return to the roots’prir Ukrainian to Ruthenian
nationality will be still progressing.

During the Slovakian national census, the questhoyut declared religion
was also asked. In 2001, in the PreSov RegionGiteek Catholic religion
was declared by 121,188 people, while Orthodox stian — by 31,458
peoplé. It can be assumed, that most of these peopl@faRuthenian or
Ukrainian origin. The comparison of data, relateddligion and nationality
declarations, indicates that the total number oft&a Christians in the
PreSov Region (152,646) is more than five time&didhan the total amount

" Based on http://portal.statistics.sk
8 Based on http://portal.statistics.sk



146 Marek Barwiski and Katarzyna Lsiewska

of people, declaring Ruthenian or Ukrainian natityg27,991). It shows

the scale of assimilation and Slovakisation of Rughenians during the last
decades. The religious identity of traditional, alu rural communities

undergoes assimilation in the slowest way. Thenaksdion processes in
terms of national identity or language are progngssore rapidly.

In Poland, the first national census since decadésch allowed the
guestion about national identity (there was no tjolesabout the confessed
religion), was conducted in 2002. Since the endMairld War I, due to
political reasons, such question was never askiee

During this census, the Lemko nationality was dedaby only 5850
Polish citizen§ which is ten times less than previous estimatibas
indicated and five times less than the total numbkrLemko people
displaced in 1947 from Lemko Region into westerd aorthern Poland.
Such a rapid drop in the number of Lemko peopledfand and such a huge
disproportion between the estimations and censssltsewere caused by
multiple factors, such as: assimilation processksplacement from the
“ethnic motherland”, strong territorial dispersianigrations to urban areas,
negative historic background or simply the overesation and the census
methodology. Surely, the results do not fully refl¢he actual number of
people “of Lemko origin”. The national census alsbowed that the
distribution of the Lemkos, shaped during “OpenatWista”, did not change
in any dramatic way during the last five decadegerd0% of people, who
declared Lemko nationality, currently live in weastd>oland, mainly in the
Lower Silesian and Lubuskie provinégs

In Lemko Region, during the 2002 census, the Lem&bonality was
declared by only 1642 people. Moreover, 789 peoplie region declared
themselves as Ukrainidis(Fig. 3). It can be assumed, that just like in
Slovakia, the majority of them were Lemkos, who adays identify
themselves with Ukrainian people rather than Lengewmple, although
ethnically they are “of Lemko origin”. It gives atal of 2431 people, which
is only 4% of the inhabitants of the Lemko Regidfiowadays, both

° Based on http://www.stat.gov.pl

12 The more detailed description of the census resintrelation to Lemko people,
can be found in M. Bardiski (2009, p. 15-28).

™ The declarations of the Lemkos and the Ukrainidiving in the communes
located within the borders of the historical LemRegion were summed-up. These
communes included: Krynica-Zdréj, Muszynaicig¢ Gorlickie, $Skowa, Ropa, Lipinki,
Osiek Jasielski, Krempna, Dukla, Koftza and the nearby town and commune of
Gorlice.
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ethnically and religiously, the Polish, Roman Céthpopulation dominates
in this region, as opposed to the interwar period.
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Fig. 3. Current distribution of the Lemkos and thaainians in the Lemko Region
(according to the communes), based on the 200@nattensus
Source: authors’ own elaboration, based on httpwivstat.gov.pl

Nowadays, the concentration of the Lemko peoplhéwestern part of
Lemko Region is clearly visible, especially in t®rlice District, where
1354 inhabitants declared Lemko nationality. Thisams that the district is
home to as much as 82.5% of all the Lemkos in LeRkgiort? (Fig. 3).
The Wcie Gorlickie Commune, located within its bordeis,the largest
cluster of the Lemkos, both in the Carpathian Maingt and in Poland in
general (725 people). At the same time, it is thyy commune in Poland,
where the Lemkos constitute over 10% of the totgiytation (11.6%).

On the other hand, in the eastern Lemko Regionthen Komacza
Commune, the Ukrainians are particularly activel($izople, 66% of all
Ukrainians in Lemko Region, over 10% of the commsip®pulation), with
a minimal number of people, declaring Lemko natitypgonly 35 people).

121t is noteworthy that the area of today’s GorlDéstrict in its northern part is
stretching beyond the historical borders of Lemlegi@n.
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In this case, the census results clearly confirtedresults of the social-
-geographical studies, both from the mid-1990s tedearly 21 century,
which indicated the relation between the Lemkoshainitancy in the
Carpathian Mountains and their national identitldeations. In western
Lemko Region, the Lemko nationality declarationsacly predominated,
while in the eastern part, it was the Ukrainianorea! identity that formed a
majority (Barwiski, 1999, Mazurek, 2005). It is a consequence hef t
century-old, political-ideological divisions amotige Lemko people and the
related conflicts between the Old Ruthenian andakan fractions as well
as the strong pro-Ukrainian sympathies in the eastemko Region.

In 2011, both in Poland and Slovakia, new natioreisuses will be
conducted. Their results will bring data on thereat nationality structure of
the people in the Carpathian Mountains. They willety differ from the
ones from ten years ago, mainly due to the progmgsprocesses of
assimilation and the transition of the Rutheniaopgbe's national identity
(both in Poland and Slovakia) as well as diffenetthodology, planned in
the Polish census.

One of the most important legal aspects of the Z@bnal census is the
fact that its results automatically became offisi@tistical data, which had to
be taken into account by institutions and admiatste units, especially in
the context of th&lational and ethnic minorities and regional langedggal
act®. This legal act is one of the most important led@tuments for ethnic
and national minorities in Poland. It defines thert of ethnic and national
minority and contains detailed list of laws andiesitof the minorities in
democratic Poland. It is an unquestionable suctmsshe Lemkos, who
officially became one of the four ethnic minorities Poland, especially
when the only difference between ethnic and natiomaority, defined in
the legal act, is the existence lmdme countrylt is the first, official, legal
distinction of the Lemkos as a separate group byPiblish authorities and at
the same time, a clear distinction from the Ukmamnipeople, who are
mentioned by the same document as one of the rmtienal minorities in
Poland®. Such distinction was demanded by part of the Lemdmmunity
since the mid-nineteenth century.

This legal act creates the opportunity to maintaian cultural and
language identity for national and ethnic minostend prohibits discrimi-

13DzU 2005, nr 17 poz. 141 (The Official JournalLafv 2005, No. 17, item 141) .
In Slovakia, both the Ruthenians and the Ukraimiare considered as national
minority.
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nation and assimilation. It also guarantees thesipibty of using the

minority language, as “auxiliary language” in ofic administrative busi-

ness®. However, this can only enter into force, wherréhis a minimum of

20% of the national minority, declared during thensus, among the total
inhabitants of a particular commune. This means tharently there is no
possibility of introducing the Lemko language aaxiiary language” in any

of the Polish communes.

Moreover, the legal act requires introducing addii, “traditional”
names of towns and villages in the language of ntypaext to the Polish
names. The bilingual names can be introduced atptioposal of the
commune council in all the communes, where the ntynaonstitutes
a minimum of 20% of all inhabitants and, after pficonsultations” with all
members of local community, in any municipality afiited even by a trace
amount of national minority representatives. Thestidtations are most
frequently conducted via voting (referendum), with minimum attendance,
among the local community.

The bilingual geographical names have been the topheated discus-
sions in Poland since the early 1990s, long siheg bfficial introduction. It
concerns mainly Polish-German names in the OpolgidReand, since
recently, Polish-Lemko names, especially in casthefvillage of Bielanka,
which is the first Polish geographical name, wnttgith Cyrillic alphabet.
From the national minorities’ point of view, thelibgual names are an
important way of expressing their distinctness amgintaining their own
identity and a testimony to the multinational higtof a particular region,
which is especially vital in Lemko Region.

It was the Lemko Youth Association “Czucha”, thatogosed the
bilingual geographical names in Lemko Region, ity 2007. It called for
the second, Lemko name to fourteen municipaliti@sie, Bielanka, Bartne,
Bodaki, Wotowiec, Blechnarka, Hazowa, Gladyszéw, Konieczna, Kun-
kowa, Nowica, Regietow, Ropki, Zdynia). The firstumicipality, where
despite protests, conflicts and a clear divisiorolgnthe inhabitants, the
Lemko name was added, was Bielanka (Gorlice Cominar2008. Some of
the Lemko inhabitants of Bielanka treat the biliagname as a symbolic
compensation for the wrongs experienced by the losnauring “Operation
Wista” (Stachowiak, 2010).

In August 2008 and in May 2010, several other Lemianicipalities

15 DzU 2005, nr 17 poz. 141, rozdziat 2 (The Officlalurnal of Law 2005, No. 17,
item 141, chapter 2).
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conducted the consultations and voting about thiegoial, Polish-Lemko
names. One common feature in all cases was a sV ¢¢ interest among
the local community and low attendance rate dutiregvoting. Only in case
of Hanczowa and Matastow, the majority of local inhabitamoted against
the introduction of a second name. On the othed haneight municipalities
(Konieczna, Zdynia, Kunkowa, Nowica, Ropki, RegwetoBlechnarka,
Gtadyszow), the majority of voters opted for thdingiual name of their
village (Stachowiak, 2010). Until December 201G ttames were not yet
enlisted by the Minister of Interior and Administoam to the Registry of
communes, with geographic names described in ntjntamguagé®, how-
ever it is expected to happen soon.

6. CONCLUSIONS

The Ruthenian people in the Northern Carpathiagh tthe Lemkos
living in Poland and the Rusnaks living in Slovalage ethnically one group,
clearly separate from the Poles and the Slovaki@aspite common roots,
the both names “Lemko” and “Rusnak” are regionalhieir nature and are
used only in their specific area. Each name is wsd#g on one side of the
Carpathian Mountains. Many centuries of Rutheniaes@nce in the
Carpathians led to a birth of a specific regionteanms of ethnicity, culture,
religion and economy — the Lemko Region. In thethmemn Carapthians it
had a clearly defined ethnic border, while in tloeith both groups — the
Ruthenians and the Slovakians — were mixed.

The region’s division between different state eggiresulted in its ethnic,
social and economic diversity. The key period & @arpathian Ruthenians’
breaking began with the end of World War | andddstntil the late 1980s.
The post-World War Il events, especially displaceteeand the policy of
Slovakian and Polish communist authorities, mandgedivide the fates of
the Lemkos and the Rusnaks.

After the fall of communism, the problem of Rutremiassimilation did
not disappear. The difference is that nowadayss inet a government-
-enforced process, but rather an automatic processiting from economic
and social changes, the inflow of Polish and Slamalpeople into the
Carpathians or language assimilation, especiallgrachildren and youth.
On the other hand, from the legal and administnatigoint of view, there

18 Ministry of Interior and Administration www.mswigov.pl/portal/pl/178/2958.
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has been a significant improvement. Nowadays, Lengtw Ruthenians are
protected by law, which prohibits their discrimiioat and grants them the
status of national minority (in Slovakia) or ethmanority (in Poland).

Among the Ruthenians, both Polish and Slovakiansorenother
depopulating factor lies in the existence of dgfarfactions of the national
identity. Some Ruthenians have undergone Polooisatnd Slovakisation,
some consider themselves Ukrainians or as “etoiggyconnected with the
Ukrainian nation” and only a small fraction declateemselves as Lemkos
or Ruthenians. These nationality divisions staitethe late 18 century and
intensified during the interwar period and afterAdfdVar II.

Nowadays, Lemko people together with the Ukrainiaosstitute only
4% of the inhabitants of the Lemko Region in théidhoCarpathians (Fig.
3). Generally, the region is inhabited by over BOusand people. Although
this figure is twice as high as in the early 1950ss still 45% lower than
during the interwar period. It still remains a @giwith one of the lowest
population densities in Poland, with an averageufamn density of 28
people/km (Soja, 2001). Despite the visible presence of Lesnkand
Ukrainians, the operating Greek Catholic and Orntixodhurches, Lemko
and Ukrainian language courses in schools, actiemlo organisations,
regular festivals and cultural events and bilinggabgraphical names, the
Carpathians nowadays are a completely differert iaterms of nationality,
religion, culture and economy. The old-time Lemkegi®n in the Polish
Carpathians does not exist anymore. It has beeneirsibly destroyed by
post-war displacements and the actions of commanits$iorities.

There are currently over 20 thousand Rutheniamsgiin the Slovakian
part of the Carpathians, which is significantly eadinan in the Polish Lemko
Region. They constitute a few percent of the bdadelr districts’ population,
and in three cases even several dozen percent ZrigHowever, the
peculiarity of the PreSov Region, due to few geti@na-long national
assimilation processes, is nowadays reflected wisgily in the religious
distinction of the Eastern Christians rather tHaeirtethnic distinction.

The elimination of all administrative barriers onetPolish-Slovakian
border after the accession of both countries tdeldeand the Schengen Zone
did not influence the activeness of the Rutheniansboth sides of the
Carpathians, in any special way. It did not resaltintensified Lemko-
-Rusnak contacts nor did it spur the creation of aew trans-border
Ruthenian cooperation forms.

The results of studies, conducted in 2005 among ltbmkos and
Rusnaks, showed the existence of their self-awseerend sense of
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belonging to the same community, despite theirsévi by the state border
in the Carpathians. As many as 83% of the respdaderthe PreSov Region
and 79% in Lemko Region believe, that Polish anov&tian Ruthenians
form one “social group”. The most frequently men&d distinguishing

features include: religion, language, ethnic oridgamily ties and residence
in the Carpathians (Mazurek, 2005). Nevertheldss,idea of Lemkos’ and
Rusnaks’ belonging to a wider Ruthenian commurgspite being present
in the consciousness of the majority of their papah, is not reflected in

real life and remains a kind of myth among the @trjan Ruthenians.
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