
On the occasion of XIII European Congress for Rural Sociology 

in Braga (Portugal) in 1986, we are presenting the reader with 

a nother volume of articles and studies, prepared by the research 

workers of the Department of Rural and Urban Sociology of the Uni-

versity of Łódź. The following three volumes of our papers, also 

meant for the p a rticipants of international meetings on rural s o -

ciology, have previously been published in English:

1) T r a n sformations in Rural Life Systems in Poland, Acta Univ. 

Lodz. 1976, ser. Ill, nr 10;

2) Some Aspects of Rural Life in Poland Today, Acta Univ.Lodz. 

1980 , Folia s o c i o l . 1 ;

3) From Studies on the' Polish Rural Society, Acta Univ. Lodz.

1983, Folia sociol. 7.

In the authors' opinion, the present publication is a c o n t i -

n uation and an extension of the trends of interests and theoreti- 

cal-meth o d o l o g i c a l  approach presented before. At the same time, 

we are trying to revert to the subject of XIII Congress, and p a r -

ticular articles and studies - concerning different aspects of con-

tinuity and change of the Polish countryside - have been d e l i v e r -

ed to the appropriate working groups.

In the course of editing this volume one of our eminent 

c o-workers Dr. Mieczysław KOWALSKI died suddenly. This volume is 

d edicated to his memory.

Prof. Dr Wacław Piotrowski 
(editor)


